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PREFACE. 








The valley of the Nile has been visited by a variety of travellers, 
who have brought home drawings of the buildings made under 
various difficulties. Denon, following the French army, published 
a volume of views ; but too often sketched hastily, perhaps while 
his comrades were engaged in battle. The scientific expedition 
sent out by Napoleon was accompanied by several artists ; but their 
costly volumes too clearly show that the drawings received many of 
their last touches in Paris. Some of our English artists have also 
published beautiful volumes of the picturesque ruins in this land, 
most interesting for the draftsman ; but we cannot but sometimes 
fEuicy that they have sacrificed somewhat of scientific accuracy to 
artistic effect. But when we look at Photographic views, we are 
troubled by no such misgivings. Here we have all the truth- 
fulness of nature, all the reality of the objects themselves, and, 
at the same time, artistic effects which leave us nothing to 
wish for. 

The following sun-pictures of the ancient ruined buildings on 
the banks of the Nile were made for Messrs. Negretti and Zambra 
by Mr. Frith, during a visit to Egypt, Nubia and Ethiopia, in the 
years 1859, 1860. They are one hundred in number. Every 
view is of two pictures almost the same, but not quite so. They 
are taken by two instruments at the same time, and not quite from 
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the same spot. One is a view as seen by the right eye, and one 
as seen by the left eye. If we are looking at a round object/ as 
at the nearest column in Plate XLVll., one view shows us a Httle 
more of one side of the column, and the other of the other side. 
But the difference is so little that it is not easily notiBd. If, 
however, the reader examines with a microscope how much of 
any figure on the second column is hid by the first, he will clearly 
see that the two views are not quite the same. In order to 
observe the effect gained by our having these two views of one 
object, we must look at them through the stereoscope or double 
eye-glass. By means of this, each eye looks at its own picture ; 
and the two pictures thus seen at the same time are carried 
separately by the optic nerves to the brain, where they meet as 
one ; and we then see every object on the flat paper as if it were 
solid. Every object seems raised into full relief, and for the same 
reason that an object, a reaUy solid, is seen to be so^ — ^because the 
two eyes have different views of it. Every line in one picture is 
distant from the same line in the other picture by about two 
inches and thirteen sixteenths of an inch, which is the distance 
in most persons between the two eyes. 

Though we often lay a picture down on the table when we 
look at it, yet it has been drawn in every case, with very rare 
exceptions, as if it were to be placed against the waU, or held 
upright. The laws of perspective are framed for pictures that 
represent the natural views when they are placed upright. Hence 
the photographer places his instrument so that the chemically 
prepared plate, upon which the picture is to be formed, may stand 
upright ; and then the upright Hues in the buildings are upright 
in his picture, while the horizontal hues in the buildings all point 
to certain spots on the horizon, called the vanishing points. But 
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in the case of the figures in front of the rock temples of Abou 
Simhel, in Nubia, seen in onr Plates LXXYII!., LXXIX. and 
L££Xin.9 this mle could not easily be followed. They are too 
near the river's edge. The artist must have had a frame raised 
in the middle of the river, if he would have shown the front 
view of these temples in the usual way. Hence he has been 
obliged to slope his instrument upwards, and has given some 
rather unusual pictures. They are not formed according to the 
usual laws of perspective. The lines which are upright in nature 
are not parallel in the picture, but drawn towards a distant point, 
as may be seen in Plate LXXIX. If this plate is held upright, 
the temple seems to be sloping backwards, and the colossal figure 
of the queen ahnost lying on the ground. If we would see it as 
in nature, we must hold it overhead, and let it slope forwards. 
The explanation seemed necessary as an apology for those Plates ; 
while their very pecuUarity may be made use of to explain the 
laws of perspective. 

The series of views is arranged geographically from north to 
south. We begin with Cairo and the Pyramids, and, following 
the course of the river, we proceed to Dendera, to Thebes, to 
Hermonthis, to Philse and Biggeh, at the first cataract, where we 
quit Egypt and enter Nubia ; and then on to Abou Simbel, at the 
second cataract, examining the principal buildings as we pass. 
This takes us to our sixty-second view. After this the ruins 
become less frequent and less important, and our last view finds 
us at the temple of Soleb, in Ethiopia, beyond the stony district 
of the second cataract. 

The age of the several buildings which we are looking at is 
very various. Overlooking the huts of the present inhabitants 
of Egypt, seen in Plate XC, and the modem city of Cairo, 
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bnilt about one thousand years ago, we have ruined ancient 
temples of four great epochs. We begin with the Pyramids near 
Memphis, which are the oldest buildings in the world. These 
were built by the kings of Lower Egypt. For the great Theban 
kings, we have the temples of Upper Egypt and Nubia, built before 
the Hebrew nation had established its monarchy under David. 
For the Greek kings, the Ptolemies, whose line ended with 
Cleopatra, we have the temples of Philse and Hermonthis ; and 
for the Boman emperors we have Ealabshe and Dabod. These 
temples are all of the old Egyptian style, and so flEir alike that at 
one time they were thought to be all of nearly the same age ; and 
it was only within the present century, after the hieroglyphics had 
been read by Dr. Young and M. ChampoUion, that the difference 
in their age has been learned. By the hieroglyphical writing upon 
them we are now able to study the progress of the nation in art 
and civilization, at first from worse to better, but afterwards, 
unfortunately, from better to worse. 

The history of some nations is written in their wars and 
conquests, of other nations, in their Uterature ; but in the case of 
Egypt, as distinguished from Alexandria, its history is to be studied 
in its noble buildings, its tombs, made in imitation of mountains ; 
its temples hollowed out of the rock, and its rocks shaped into 
colossal statues. Of these the reader here has a series of views 
which cannot be but faithfril. The descriptions of them are by 
Mr. Joseph Bonomi, whose residence of twelve years in the 
country, and continued attention to Egyptian art, entitle his words 
to our full confidence. 

S. S. 
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The modem capital of Egypt abounds with beautiful specimens of that 
ofifshoot of Roman architecture, which the Italians call Saracenico f and 
perhaps there is not any city in the world of the size of Cairo that can 
boast of so many public buildings ; for mosques, schools, bazaars, khans, 
sebeels, and baths are to be found in every quarter. That particular branch 
of Saracenic architecture which attained to such great perfection in Egypt 
seems to have been imported by the Mohammedan invaders in the 
7th century, and to have risen to its greatest splendour at the end of the 
13th, and beginning of the 14th centuries, at which period were built 
those beautiful mosque tombs now crumbling to decay in the desert 
plains to the north and south of the city. From the 14th century down to 
the reign of Mohammed Ali, the head of the present dynasty, this beautiful 
style of architecture seems to have gradually declined, and it is now 
entirely superseded by the Turkish. All the larger buildings which have 
been erected at Cairo within, these thirty years are in a mawkish style, a 
mixture of Chinese and Italian, imported from Constantinople. It began 
in the palace built for Toussoun Pasha, and has, as it were, taken root 
in the very citadel, in the costly structure of marble from the quarries 
of A^.^^Zn which Mohammed A erected, in a true Hametic spiritifor his 
own sepulchre. 

The c^ase and unrestricted grace with which the Egyptian branch of 
the Saracenic adapts itself to the requirements of the climate and the 
destination of the structure, is exhibited in some of the older houses in 
various quarters of the city, which are perfect models of its adaptability 
to the domestic arrangements of both the Christian and Mohammedan 
inhabitants* 
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L— THE MOSQUE OF SULTAN HASSAN — CAIRO. 

Amongst the mosque tombs, perhaps that called Cubat el Howar 
is the most gorgeous specimen of painted architectural decoration, not 
surpassed by any chamber in the Alhambra. This tomb is not one of 
the group outside the Bab Ennasser, but stands alone on an elevation 
on the road to Materieh, the Heliopolis of the Septuagint. It is .called 
Cubut el Howar, or the Cupola of the Winds, from its exposed and 
dilapidated condition making it accessible to the wind from whatever 
quarter. In its cupola is a hole made by a cannon ball during some 
skirmish on the spot between the French and the Mamelukes. 

In the view before us, which is taken from the roof of some of 
the government workshops at the base of the citadel, are two fine examples 
of the Saracenic style as adapted to a sacred structure. The edifice to the 
left is the mosque or elgama Sultan Hassan. It was built by the second 
Sultan of that name, a.d. 1861. The French architects who accompanied 
the first Napoleon considered it to be the finest specimen of masonry 
in Cairo. The mosque in its greatest length measures 160 yards, and 
the height of the tallest minaret 65 yards. In the interior is a beautiful 
frieze of sculptured writing in the Cufic or ancient Arabic character, 
interspersed with flowers. This mode of decoration is as marked a feature 
in the Saracenic style as is the sculptured frieze in the Greek and Boman, 
and to some minds it is superior to mere ornament, however elaborate, 
of reiterated festoons and scrolls ; for while it delights the eye it appeals to 
the understanding, therefore, ranking next to the frieze of sculptured 
figures, which records some event or teaches some moral. Another charac- 
teristic of this style is that the general outline is not disturbed by the 
ornamentation ; there are no projecting cornices or mouldings, but all 
the decoration is cut in out of the solid. The particular example of the 
Mosque Sultan Hassan presents a remarkable exception to this rule in the 
oppressive cornice which disfigures the structure. To our right is the 

mosque called Jama el Mamoudyeh, neither so large nor of such excellent 
masonry as that just described, but far superior in point of design. The 
form of the cupola is more graceful, and the way it grows out of the cubical 
base is a feature of great beauty, this mode of transition from the cube to 
the cylinder being peculiar to the style. The construction by which 
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L — ^THE MOSQUE OF SULTAN HASSAN — CAIRO. 

the deyelopment of the cylinder is attained, is best seen in the interior. 

The comers of the cube are gradually filled up by a succession of small 

arches which are multiplied in every succeeding course until the square 

becomes a circle, out of which the cupola rises. This mode of structure is 

of eastern origin, found to exist in some ancient tombs in the Crimea. 

On the very top of the minarets of Sultan Hassan may be seen the 

wooden frame on which are hung the lamps that light up the city during 

the Bamadan, and which every minaret should be provided with. In 

the open space, called the Kara maidan, before the mosque may be 

distinguished the busy crowd. On certain days of the week a cattle 

market is held in this open space, and every day, in the cool of the 

afternoon, may be seen, just where the crowd is, under the smaller minaret, 

a public reciter chanting to the sound of a violin with one string, the 

romance of Abu Zeit, or enlivening the pauses of a story in the Arabian 

Nights with a note or two from the same extraordinary instrument. The 

reciter sits on the ground, and is surrounded by a picturesque group of 

listeners. The naked children sitting on the ground, or on their mothers' 

shoulders ; the donkey boy with his ass ; the Turkish soldier ; the Greek ; 

the Copt; the half-naked water-carrier; the camel driver; the Arab of 

the desert, with his boumous over his mouth ; the robust Fellah, with his 

nabout or long staff, and the seller of bread with his tray. A little £Eui;her 

to the right passing close to the smaller minaret is the Suke es sillah, or 

market for arms, in which street is the grand entrance to the mosque, a 

masterpiece of elaborate ornament. Farther on are some Turkish palaces, 

the residences of persons in authority, and beyond these the more picturesque 

dwellings of the commonalty ; then the Nile, and at last the horizontal line 

of the Lybian desert. 

J. B. 



Note. — Alexandria was besieged and taken by the Arabs in a.d. 640, 
when they were at once masters of all Egypt, and the last remains of the 
Greek power in the country came to an end. The first seat of their government 
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was at Babylon^ a fortress on the right bank of the Nile opposite to Memphis. 
The town around this fortress, when in their hands, received the name of 
Cairo, and then of Old Cairo, when the present city of Cairo was built as 
the Arabic capital of Egypt ^ibout a.d. 970. 

The eastern half of the Delta had at all times been in part peopled by 
Jews, Phenicians, and Arabs, who quietly settled there and mixed with the 
Egyptian population, as the western half of the Delta had been sprinkled 
with Greek settlers. And hence arose the reason for building the capital 
in that neighbourhood ; and never was a city built more at the expense 
of its neighbours. If we now look round the Delta and inquire where are 
the temples of Memphis, where are the sculptured casing stones of the 
pyramids, we find that they were pulled down to build the city of Cairo. 
If we seek for the remains of the temple of Heliopolis, where Plato went 
to study, they are to be seen in the walls of Cairo. If we would study 
the architecture of the great temple of Serapis, the pride of Alexandria, we 
must examine the columns which now uphold the mosques of Cairo. 
Four hundred Greek columns from Alexandria now ornament one of these 
Mohamedan mosques. 

S. S. 
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i^imfi, and gistant Wuw of |5i[amid2. 

This view is taken from a still greater elevation than the last, from the top 
of a house, probably in the citadel. Nearly in the centre of the picture the 
three great pyramids of Gizeh break the horizontal line of the Lybian desert ; 
and below the second the head of the Sphinx is just discernible. More to 
the left, over Old Cairo, the Nile is seen ; and in the barren plain, between 
the river and the most distant houses, a fiednt streak marks out the direction 
of the aquaduct which conveys water to the ancient well of the citadel. To 
the right is one of those artificial mounds, the accumulation of the rubbish 
of the city which, like the Monte Testaccio of Rome, is chiefly composed of 
broken pottery ; then thcC houses of the south-western quarter of the city, 
among which, intersected by a minaret, is a white building in the Turkish 
style, a palace of the late Ibrahim Pasha. Conspicuously prominent in the 
foregroxmd is one of those contrivances called a malakef, a sloping shed of 
bArds directed towards the north or north-west, to arrest and conduct to 
an open apartment below, the cool breezes which generally blow from those 
quarters. In the present example the side planks are wanting. 

J.B. 
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** Then had I been at rest, with kings and connsellors of the earth, which 
built desolate places for themselves : " Job iii., 14. Whether the writer of these 
words oyer saw or heard of this yast desert plain strewn with the most ancient, 
the most costly, and the largest and most dnrable tembs ever deyised by the 
art of man, may be matter of doubt ; bat certainly there is no spot on the 
earth to which those words so aptly apply, and with so much force from the 
greatest antiquity down to the present moment, as to this desert of Gizeh. 
There is not, in all the world besides, a continuous cemetery fi% miles in 
extent. There is not, in all the world besides, a spot where there are so 
many costly and solid structures, which the kings and counsellors of the 
earth have built for themselves during their own lives. Not after death or 
by others were their monuments erected, as was that celebrated tomb which 
Qaeen Artemisia built for Mausolus, her husband ; but for and by them- 
selves in these desolate plains of Oizeh. It was the custom in Egypt for the 
'* kings and counsellors," and those who could afford to build at aU, to build 
their own tombs, and in a more solid form than the buildings occupied by 
them while living ; and the site they chose was always in the desert land on 
the western side of the Nile. To this circumstance of building the tomb 
during life, is attributed the great dimensions of the larger pyramids of 
Oizeh, which are the tombs of kings whose reigns were both longer and 
more prosperous than were those of the other kings whose resting-places 
Ue contiguous in the same desolate place. The view before us is taken 
from the cultivatabie plain to the south of the pyramids, and the dark, black 
alluvium contrasts strongly with the desert sand. On the right is the 
largest pyramid; then follows that which is called the second pyramid. 
StQl on the upper part of this second largest building in the world, is a 
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III.— THE PYRAMIDS OF GIZEH. 

piece of the casing, which is made of a fine kind of limestone bronght from 
the quarries on the eastern side of the Nile. To climb over this crust and 
attain to the summit is a difficult and dangerous task ; accordingly there 
are persons found, even in this desert of Gizeh, who are ready and willing 
to give money to see a poor inhabitant of a neighbouring village risk his 
life in so doing, just as in populous London, persons, who esteem them- 
selves still more civilized, are willing to pay to see a man risk his life on 
a tight rope at the Crystal Palace. The whole of this crust or casing has 
been ren^ved from le greater pyraraid. and from tixe lower part of the 
second, these monuments having served as quarries for all the stone 
constructions in the province of Gizeh and its neighbourhood, certainly ever 
since the conquest of the country by the Mohammedans, if not before that 

time. 

J. B. 



Note. — The largest pyramid, in which was found the name of Nef- 
chofo (see fig. 1), is about 764 feet wide, and 500 feet high. 

The second pyramid, in which was found the name of Chofo (see fig. 2), 
is about 707 feet wide, and 460 feet high. 

The third pyramid, in which. was found the name of Mykera (see fig* 3), 
is about 854 feet wide. In all the proportion between the half of the base 
and the height is as eight to ten. 

Herodotus tells us that the largest pyramid is the oldest, and that 
it was built by Cheops, and that the second in age and in size was built by 
Chephren. But since these buildings have been opened, we have learned 
to distrust his information. Several circumstances agree in leading us to 
think that the largest pyramid is not so old as that which is second in 
size. First, the hieroglyphical name of the king who built the larger 

pyramid is Nef-chofo (fig. 1), while Chofo (fig. 2) 
is the name of the builder of the smaller; and we 
naturally suppose that the simpler name is older 
than the compound name, which is formed from it. 
Secondly, the causeway by which the stones were 
^- »• ^«- «• brought to the high ground upon which tiie pyramid 
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stands, has a bend in it. It wonid seem as if it first led directly to the 
pyramid of Ghofo, and was afterwards turned towards that of Nef-chofo, 
and hence that Ghofo's pyramid was the older of the two. Thirdly, the 
passages and chambers in the pyramid of Nef-chofo are comi^cated, and 
show more forethought and design as to keeping safe the body which was 
to be bnried ; hence, again, we may suppose that Ghofo's pyramid with its 
one chamber and simpler passage is the older. Fonrthly, as the ambitions 
aim of the builders is snfSciently clear, it is not easy to suppose that the 
second builder modestly planned that his pyramid should be forty feet 
less high than that of his predecessor ; he surely meant to outshine that 
which was already built, and to make his building forty feet the highest. 
These several reasons are quite enough to prove that the pyramid of 
Nef-chofo, which is the largest of the two, was built after that of 
Chofo. 

The age of the pyramids cannot be fixed with certainty. They may 
have been built 1700 years before the Christian era, or they may be much 
older. They can hardly be more modem ; they are at the same time the 
oldest and the largest buildings in the world. Manetho, the historian, tells 
us that Queen Nitocris, the builder of the third pyramid, was the twelfth, 
in order of succession, of the sovereigns of Memphis after the builder of the 
oldest pyramid. Now, if Nitocris was the wife of Thothmosis 11., whose 
successor, Thothmosis HE. was the Menophra, who gave his name to the 
era of B.C.. 1822, when the Sothic period began, we have the oldest pyramid 
built thirteen reigns, or about 850 years before the year B.C. 1822. 

The third pyramid, and the fourth, a small one that stands 
beside it, both contain the name King Mykera as the builder. 
(Fig. 8). Now, as the first name of Queen Nitocris was Mykera, 
that may have been also one of the names of her Theban husband ; 
and being like him a sovereign in her own right, she perhaps built 
^' ^* one for him and one for herself. 

A work of art in order to be sublime must not startle us, or take us by 
surprise. On the other hand, it should raise our expectations step by 
step, and make us admire it more and more, the more we are acquainted 
with it. And if after thorough examination and full acquaintance, we find 
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that our raised expectations^ instead of being disappointed, have been ftilly 
satisfied, and we then acknowledge the grandeur of the work, it is because 
the artist has produced something which is truly sublime. Such are the 
pyramids of Gizeh. The traveller sees them in the distance, even from 
Cairo. He crosses the Nile, and rides towards them over the plain. They 
rise in height, their outline becomes more marked, and when he reaches 
the base of the nearest, he looks up in astonishment and awe. He has had 
his wonder raised higher every step as he approached it, and when he 
arrives at its foot, he feels no disappointment, his expectations are fiilly 
satisfied. The sublime in art can hardly do more. 

S. S. 




The god Ammi Ra putting 

life into the mouth of King 

Thothmosis IIL 
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PLATE IV. 



Mi <ln[Ht Isramld, and Jad of J^^htnt 

Ik the foregronnd of this picture are some new excavations which have 
laid hare certain ancient galleries cut in the living rock and covered hy large 
well-squared hlocks. These snhterranean galleries very mnch resemble 
those opened by Colonel Vyse, and called by him " Campbell's Tomb." 

Beyond is the head of the Sphinx, which is the recumbent statue of a lion 
with a hxmian head, and carved out of the numulitic rock on which the 
Pyramids stand, and of which their chief bulk consists. This huge statue 
is buried up to the top of its back in the encroaching sands of the Lybian 
desert. Farther in the distance is the great Pyramid showing its southern 
and eastern sides, and the three small pyramids contiguous. These small 
pyramids were opened by Colonel Vyse, and since his time all the blocks 
of fine limestone which lined the chambers of these structures have been 
removed. There is a manufiactory of stone mortars for pounding indigo 
Gonstantiy going on, and as the mortars are made out of the fine limestone 
of all these ancient buildings (besides what is broken up and carried away 
for mending the dykes and bridges of a whole province), the extent of the 
destruction may easUy be imagined. 

J, B. 



Note. — The colossal Sphinx, of which the head is here seen by the 
side of the largest pyramid, that of Nef-chofo, lies in firont of the oldest 
pyramid, that of Chofo, which is second in size. It was in all probabiUiy 
made at the same time as Chofo's pyramid, to which it is an ornament. 
Between its fore paws is a small temple, added, perhaps, four centuries 
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PLATE V. 



d^h during t^ Jnundattimjs. 

Fob three months m the year the villages and towns of this remarkable 
country become islands or promontories, joined to the desert, or to some 
town nearer to the banks of the river, by an artificial dyke. This artificial 
dyke serves the double purpose of road, and of wall to retain the waters of the 
inundation till they have deposited the fertilising soil over the surfiEuse of the 
fields. During the inundation, these dykes are the only means of travelling, 
except by boat on the Nile, which may be called the main road throughout 
the country. This view of Gizeh is taken from the foot of the pyramid in 
the desert looking towards the east. 

Herodotus informs us that during the summer months there is a con- 
stant wind blowing from the north ; and you will see, on closer inspection of 
the photograph, all the date-trees inclining to the right, agitated by the 
Etesian wind which rushes up the valley of the Nile from the Mediterranean 
Sea to temper the heated air of the desert plains, which form the boundary 
of Egypt to the east and west. There is not a single stone in the village 
wall or in any of the huts that has been honestly cut out of the quarry, but 
every one has been stolen out of the ancient tombs in the neighbourhood. 

J. B. 



Note. — The palm-trees, in sight, are the date palm of Lower Egypt, 
with one unbranched stem. The Doum palm of Upper Egypt has branches. 

S. S. 
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PLATE VI. 



In this one little pictnre we have broaght together the most ancient mono- 
ments of civilized man now existing on the bee of the globe and the most 
recent invention ; for, in the distance, are the pyramids of Gizeh, and in 
the plain, in the foreground, may be seen the poles of the telegraph wires. 

From these qnarries, it is said, the stone which forms the casing of 
the two great pyramids was taken, and in one of the excavations may be 
seen an ancient carving representing the mode of moving blocks of stone 
from the quarry. On the roof of the houses of the miUtary establishment at 
Toura are many perfect samples of the contrivance for catching the north 
wind, which, with the position of the Pyramids, mark the cardinal points in 
this picture, and declare the time at which this view was taken to be the 
afternoon. 

The dark background to the rather conspicuous Turkish house, pro- 
vided with two Malakef, is formed by some fine specimens of the sycamore 
fig-tree. A small island to the right, about a mile in length, intercepts the 
view of the main stream between it and the Pyramids ; but fiurther in and 
to the left is the smaller stream, called the Bahr Usuf, This stream takes 
its departure from the Nile in the Hermopolite nome about 180 miles 
south of this spot, and after supplying anciently the artificial lake, Mceris, 
maunders close along the margin of the desert, entering the Rosetta branch 
of the Nile forty miles north of the spot. 

J. B. 



15 



VL— THE QUABBIES OF TOURA, AND PYRAMIDS. 

Note. — This village of Toura the Greek writers have called Troja, or 
Troy, thus giving as a good example of their imhappy custom of changing 
such foreign names as sounded new to them into others to which they 
were more accustomed. In this way they have done much to confuse 
our knowledge of Egypt. The old city of This or Ahou-this they named 
Abydus, after a city in Asia Minor ; the capital of Egypt, Tape, they called 
Thebae, after a city in BoBotia ; the city of Hanes, Tape-hanes, they called 
Daphnse ; the city of Hahiroth they called Heroopolis. To add to the 
confusion, in several of these cases the Gb^ks invented some tradition 
to explain how the Greek name got into Egypt. 

From the word Ouro, a king, with the article prefixed, the quarries 
seem to have received their present name of Toura, the royal quarries. 

S. S. 
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PLATE VII. 



S^M, 01 Smifljr^Ha. 



This view is from the east; Siont is at some little distance from the 
margin of the Nile on which the spectator is standing, and is to be 
reached during the inxmdation only by that road over the bridge which 
likewise serves as a wall to retain the water, and give it time to deposit 
a certain thickness of new earth bronght down from the higher lands of 
Ethiopia. At Qizeh we saw the inundation at its fall height. Here 
already the water has deserted the field to the left of the dyke. At 
Siont there is a mosqne or two of considerable size, and a large public 
bath built by the son-in-law of the fiEUOious Mohammed Defterdar Bey 
on his return from the conquest of Senaar. All these buildings are made 
out of the ancient materials found on the spot, and at the ancient tombs in 
the mountains to the south of the town. Siout is an iniportant town 
on account of the caravans which arrive there from Dar Foor and ElordofiEm, 
and other places from the interior of Africa in that direction. 

J.B. 



Note. — Siout in the old Egyptian language is a dog, wolf, or jackal, and 
hence the name of this city, which the Greeks called Lycopohs, the city of 
the wolf. 
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PLATE VIII. 



^W^ 0f §tu^m. 



These capitals form part of a small temple, the least important of the three 
temples of Dendera. 

This capital is of the composite order, a claster of fdll-blown heads 
of the papynis plant ; between each is a sample of the same plant less 
expanded, and again between each a bud. The abacas is nearly a cube, on 
all four sides of which is a grotesque figore. The next capital di£fers 
from the first according to the usual Egyptian manner, but it is so 
nearly buried that any description would be unintelligible. On the wall 
of the cella an Arab sailor has drawn some boats. 

J.B. 
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Note. — The names upon this temple are Trajan, Hadrian, and 
Antoninus Pius, in whose reigns it was built. 

The dwarf figure with a large head sculptured on the square block 
aboTe the capital, has been sometimes called the 
wicked god Typhon, who put Osiris to death. But 
it has a better claim to be thought the pigmy Pthah, a 
god particularly worshipped at Memphis. Fig. 6. is 
from a statue of this god in the British Museum. 
He is described by Herodotus, who visited his temple 
at Memphis; but he is never found on the older 
Theban temples, nor in any part of the country before 
the fidl of the Theban power. He was the fiftther 
of the Gabeiri, a class of pigmy gods, whose employ- 
ment it was to tortore the wicked with swords, snakes, lizards, and serpents. 
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Fig. 6. 
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Fig. 7 is from a mummy case in the British Mnseumi which shows 
as this pigmy Pthah with his children, the Gabeiri, and the lake of fire 
into which they wonld throw the wicked. 




Fig. 7. 

Typhon, on the other hand, who killed Osiris, is represented as a 
hippopotamus, sometimes walking on his hind legs, and often standing 
before the judge Osiris demanding that the deceased man should be 
punished. 

S. S. 
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PLATE IX. 



»OM 



(&mhli—9h(hi. 



The circular inclosnres, made of mad and broken jars, are the rooms or hats 
open to the sky in which the labourers sleep. In the jars they keep water, 
butter, cheese, bread, and food of all sorts. This is the first village which the 
traveller enters when he arrives at Thebes, and lands on the western bank. 
The jam are made at a place ten miles feirther north, called Ballas. From 
BallaB they are sent down the river for sale in the Delta. They are tied 
togother by sticks, and thus form a raft, on which the owners float down the 
Nile during the time of the inundation. They are the water jars of all 
Egj^t. 

When those picturesque shaped jars called Balas have lost their porosity 
or a handle, or are cracked and can no longer be used for stowing away dry 
provisions, they are used in the construction of the mud wall of the miserable 
hut in which the feUah or peasant of Upper Egypt lives. These vessels take 
their name from the place where they are made, which is about ten or twelve 
miles north of Thebes and on the western bank of the Nile. The Balas is 
the jar in which the women of Egypt fetch water from the river or well, and 
which they carry with so much profit and grace. The weight of the 
empty vessel is from 8 to 10 oka, that is, from 22 to 25^ pounds, and when 
fall from 80 to 42 oka, that is, from 76 pounds to 107 pounds and a half. 
Groups of women are to be seen on the banks of the river in the early 
morning filling their vessels and assisting each other to lift them on to their 
heads, which are provided with a padded ring of five or six inches diameter. 
By this contrivance the great weight which otherwise would bear on a single 
point is distributed, and the load is carried much to the strengthening of the 
spine and improvement of the figare. Various other forms of jars are to be 
seen in this view. One in the wall of the foreground, unlike the Balas, is 
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of red earth, and has no handle, bnt a knob or button. This contriyance is for 
fastening it to the chaplet of jars that is attached to the water wheel for 
scooping np the water which daring the low Nile is some distance below the 
field to be irrigated. 

This village is situated among the ruins of the approaches to the 
temple, and now almost deserted, because of its proximity to the river ; the 
inhabitants being more exposed to sudden incursions made on them by the 
governor of the province for taxes or unrequited labour in the canals at the 
season of the inundation. Farther inland there is a greater security of per- 
son and property, for the intricacies of the tombs still serve as the refuge of 
the persecuted and the residence of the disaffected, as they did in the time of 
Athanasius. 

J. B. 



Note. — ^Errebek, or without the Arabic article, Bebek, is one of the old 
names for Thebes, though it is now given to one only of the villages which 
stand within the limits of that once great city. From the Coptic words ra, 
the 8tm, and baki, city, we have ra-baki, the city of the sun, as Thebes was once 
called. The original city of Thebes was wholly on the eastern side of the 
Nile : it was only when it became the capital of all Egypt that the buildings 
stretched over this western bank. 

S. S. 
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PLATE X. 



Thb blocks of stone are the rnined gateway and sphinxes which formed the 
approach to this temple, of which we see part of the portico, which once had 
a row of ten columns in front. Behind are seen the western hills in which 
were buried the Theban kings and queens. 

J. B. 



Note. — Fig. 8 is a gronnd plan of this temple, and it well explains the 
larger nnmber of the Egyptian temples. The stranger enters the first oonrt- 
yard through a doorway between two large towers. He crosses this oonrt- 
yard between a row of sphinxes, and then enters the second courtyard 
between two other towers of the same size. This court he also crosses 
between a row of sphinxes. He is then in front of the portico, and is at 
liberty to witness the sacrificial ceremonies which take place beneath it. 
But he is not at liberty to enter the small and mostly dark rooms beyond. 
These are entered by the priests alone. This temple was at the same time 
of some strength against any engineering skill that could then be brought 
against it. Soldiers placed upon the towers of the gateway would by darts 
and arrows easily forbid an entrance. 

S. S. 
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PUTE XI. 



SIto fraqjlt oj (Sriithi— |mitto. 



Each column in this portico is in imita- 
tion of a claskir of eight papyms atallis, 
of which the buds form the capital. 
Beneath the bads the stalks are tied 
sboQt by bonds, which are reqaired to 
form the bundle of the real rushes into 
a solid post. This view shows the centre 
intercolnmniation, as may be seen by 
looking at Plate 10. It is wider than 
the others, and hence the architrave stone 
has cracked with its great length. Be- 
hind is seen the entrance into the back 
part of the temple. 

Fig. 8. is a plan of this temple. 

J. B. 



Note. — This temple was bnilt by Oimenepthah I., 
whose name (fig. 9) often appears on it. Bnt it was 
Gnished by his son, Rameses 11. 

On the abacas, or sqnare stone above the papyras- 
formed capital, is the name of the great king who finished 
this, and bnilt so many of the temples of Egypt, " The 
Son of the son, Amnnmai Bameses." His titles are ^- 9- 

again written on the architrave or slab which passes from colonm 1 
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colomn. This long mBcription ia to be read in both directiotiB, beginning 
in the middle, and in each half the reader meets the faces of the 
animalB : "The king, the brave, beloved by Amun, sole lord of the diadem, 
lord of Egypt and of the foreign conntries." The eagle-and-ball is the well- 
known word Pha-roah, the king. 

Fig. 10 ia this king's name in fiiU, from another in- 
scription. Its two ovals are translated for as by Her- 
mapion, " Whom the Son approved," and " Whom Ammoo 
lores, and the Snn has tried." 

Bameses IT. was the greatest of the Theban Idngs. 
He hved abont B.C. 1170. He reigned over Upper and 
' ' Lower Egypt and Ethiopia. He marched his conquer- 

ing armies, through Palestine, to the Euphrates and 
the Black Sea. Lest we should have any doubt abont the historian's account 
of his wars, he has left his names and titles carved on the &ce of the rock 
at Beyroot in Syria. We mast suppose that this invasion of Palestine by 
the Egyptians overthrew the power of the PhilistineB, and helped the 
Israelites to the possession of that portion of the Promised Land. 
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PUTE XII. 



ScuiaPTUBBD on the wall may be seen a row of men, each a Nile-god, 
canying three water-jars, and birds and frnits, productions of the river. 
Above these is a row of priests, carrying on their shoulders the sacred 
barge. 

J. B. 



The doorway here seen, beyond the mined portico, is the entrance to 
the sanctuary of the temple of Errebek, where the priests, or rather some 
of them, fived in religiotis seclusion as monks. It was from these Egyptian 
priests that the Christians, many centuries afterwards, borrowed their 
monastic institutions. Other priests came abroad among the people, and 
filled many of the high offices of state. 

S. S. 
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PLATE xm. 



SHti! JHemnimittm— ^[Wes. 



The centre avemie of columns which snpport the higher part of the hall, 
represent the folly expanded flower of the papyme ; and those which 
sapport the lower roof, the single atalk and single bnd of the same plant. 
A glance at the plan (see Fig. 11), will explain the arrangement of this 
hall, and of the whole of the building. 



It will be observed, that both these orders of colnmng gradnsUy 
increase downwards till within about one-sixth of the height from the base. 
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when ihey begin to dimmish in diameter, jnBt as the nattml plant does 

when it is enveloped in those close-fitting leaves. And here, too, the 

likeness is kept op by those curved sculptured lines 

representing the fibrous stmctore of the leaves at the 

base of the natural plant. (See fig. 12.) 

To return to the capital : The slender separate fila- 
ments of the head of the papyms ate sufficiently 
intimated by those recnrring blue lines between the 
ovals, springing as they do &om behind the leaves at 
the base of the capital, which represent those at the 
base of the filaments in the n&toral plant. The other 
decorative lines are not belonging to the likeness it 
is intended to bear to the plant, but, apparently, to 
certain adornments which were attached to the earlier 
temples, consisting of strips of linen, of red and bine, 
bound round the bundles of papyrus of which, pro- 
Fi|;. la. bably, the primitive shrines were constructed. The 

ends of these bands are represented as hanging down 
on the shafts of the colnmns, representing the papyrus bad. Below 
these decorations are sculptures — better seen in Plate 14. 

In the immediate foreground stands up a block of black granite, which 
formed the door-post of the entrance to an avenue of the minor colnmns of 
this hall. On it is sculptured, in deep incavo-rilievo, a figure of the king 
walking into the temple. On his head is engraved, in large characters, his 
name and titles; and on the side some poor Arab boatman has scribbled, in 
white chalk, the words Ali Altolah, probably his name. 

Many of the roof-stones of the central avenue are still in their places. 

J. B. 



KoTX. — This temple was called by the Egyptians the Miamun>ei, or 
House of King Miamnn ; and the Greek travellers, following their usual 
cnstom, changed the Egyptian name Miamnn into the Greek name Memnon, 
and named it the Memnonium. On the ceiling is sculptured a table of the 



Xm. — THE MEMNONIUM — THEBES. 

months or almanac, connecting the civil year with the natural year, which, 
if made with scientific accuracy, would fix the date of Barneses 11., in whose 
reign it was sculptured. But it shows its own want of accuracy, and does 
not fix its date in any way that we can at all rely upon. 

The Egyptian civil year contained twelve months of thirty days each 
and five days over, or 865 days ; beginning on the day when the dog-star was 
seen to rise heUacally at daybreak. But, for want of a leap-year the civil new 
year's day came round one day too fast in every four years. In four times 
865 years, the civil new year's day made a complete revolution of the natural 
year. This period of time was called a Sothic period. One Sothic period 
began in B.C. 1321, and the next in A.D. 138. In these years, the civil 
new year's day fell on our 16th July. But the day when the dog-star was 
seen to rise heliacally varied with the weather and the eyesight of the 
observer. It was uncertain, to the extent of eight or nine days; and hence 
the observed beginning of a Sothic period was uncertain to the extent of 
thirty-Bix years.-^ Here is onr first reason for distrust. Now this almanac 
on the ceiling of the Memnonium declares, that the civil new year's day fell 
upon the day of the dog-star's rising heliacally, and also upon the day of the 
summer solstice ; but both of these cannot be strictly true. The new 
year's day fell upon the true day of the dog-star's rising in the year B.C. 
1321 ; it fell upon the day of the solstice in the year B.C. 1217. Here is 
onr second reason for distrust. Moreover, the almanac does not mention 
the five extra days of the year ; and it divides the year, not by the equinoxes, 
which give the more accurate division, but in the less exact way by the 
solstices. Here are other reasons for distrust. Hence it must not be 
quoted as giving us an exact date for the reign of Rameses 11., who made it. 
All that can be said of it is, that it was made within one or two centuides 
after the year B.C. 1217 — ^before the difierence between the civil new year's 

, day and the day of the solstice had become so great as to be apparent to 

I unscientific eyes. We have other reasons for thinking that Rameses 11., 

' who made it, began to reign about the year B.C. 1170. 

This temple, which was called by the Egyptians the Miamun-ei, or Home 

I of King Miamun, was called by Diodorus, the historian, the tomb of 

Osymandyas — a name which is not much amiss ; as, though Bameses 11. 
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finished it, it was probably began by his &ther, whose name the Greeks may 
have so pronounced. Fig. 9 is the name of the fother, and if we give to 
the sitting figore of Osiris the force of Osi, the second oval becomes Osi- 
menpthah, as he is called by Diodoms. If we give to that character the force 
of 0, it may be read Oimenepthah. Again, if we follow another form in which 
the name was at first written, with the dog^Anubis in the place of Osiris, 
it becomes Aimenepthah, as this king is called by the historian Manetho. 




The starry vaiilt of heaTen. 
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PUTE XIV. 



WM ^mmaum—^m Ktm of the dljlmntis, 

Thib view being a nearer view of the colnmns of the centre avenue, the 
significant decoration engrared on the Bnr&ce of them can be more easily 
diBcemed. On the column to the right, jnst below the five bands which 
encircle the neck of the colnmn, ms; be distinctly seen the ovals sor- 
monnted by the disk of the son, and gnarded by the Unena or sacred cobra, 
containing the characterB of the name of Rameses the Second (see fig. 10). 
Below this circle of o'rals containing the royal names, is an incised picture 
of the king attended by his standard-bearer, making oSerings to the 
divinities of the temple. This picture oconpies that half of the column 
which IB tamed towards the great avenue ; the other half has no decoration 
till jost below the band which encircles the shaft at its greatest diameter, 
where is the king's name again, snnnonnted by a disk and guarded by 
sacred asps. This device occurs between each leaf at the base of the shaft, 
hot faintly discernible ; and under each oval is an elegant combination of 
lines. Lying at the base of the nearest column is the pedestal of a statue of 
the king, as the inscription on it 
informs ns; and representing, as 
maybe presumed, the king walk- 
ing into the centre avenue. The 
bases of aU these columns are 
covered with the mbbish of ages, 
bat they have been dug out and 
measored, and are foitbiully re- 
presented in the little wood-cnt ^ 
(Bg. 13). This part of the temple served as a Christian choreh in the 
time of Athanasias ; and, in more recent times, was taken possession of 
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by a Dum of wealth among the Arabs, bom. whom it acquired and retains 
to this day among the nativeB the name of Knser Degagbe, or the Castle 
of Degaghe. The smaller chambers behind the hall of oolomns were 
occupied by the female members of bis family; and he himself, with his sons 
and large flocks, 4a8 wont to repose dnring the heat of the day beneath 
the shadow of the colomns of the hall. Some descendants of this man 
were living in Oooma thirty years ago. 

J. B. 



The foot of a nnunm; case, lEpreMnliiig 
the enemies of the deceased cudiir the 
ioles of his &et. 



(B%l\\A^ <|0linnnB of the jn^mnoniimr' 

This ib a view taken from the second court, looUiig westward into the 

centre avenne. From this court Belzooi took the granite bead, called b; 

him " the yonng Memnon," now in the British Mnseom and of which we 

give a wood-cnt (see fig. 14). It belonged to 

a seated figure, known since to represent Ra- 

meses H. that sat with his back close to those two 

Caijatid fignres standing against the square piers 

(see Plan, fig. 11). Immediatelj in Uie foregroimd, 

to the left, is a granite block, the fragment of the 

companion figure to that of Belzoni, which sat 
' OD the other side of the ptincipal entrance &om 

tliis coort to the Hall of Colomns. The remains 
I of a dwarf wall, stretching from pier to pier, is still 
I to be seen against the side of the pier of the flgore 

to the right ; for beyond this conrt, it would seem, 
I the Eg^'ptian pnblio was not admitted. The three 
, gates which gave entrance to the portico, the ^ ^^ 

I roof of which was supported by the Caryatid 

fignres, were approached by a flight of st«^, and the Arab boy sits on the 

inclined plane which is the margin of the steps of the cestre entrance. The 
I piece of wall on the left is that of the Hall of Colomns ; and this &oe of 
; it is adorned with a representation of the king making offering to all the 
j divuiitieB of the temple, one of whom, the Theban Pthah or Ehonso, is seen 
I seated with the solar disk over his head. The lai^ hieroglyphics behind 

thia figore are those on the left-hand jamb of the central entrance to the 
I Hall of Columns (see fig. IS). The other &ce of this wall is occupied by 
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a large historical picture, of great interest, representing the besieging of a 
city built on a rocly eminence. The Egyptians are scaling the walls, in 
which operation they are led on by a son of the king ; while the king him- 
self, of gigantic proportions, puts to flight the entire army. No man 
escapes the royal shaft, not even he on horseback designed to show the 
utter defeat and consternation of the enemy ; for, it would appear from these 
genuine records, that neither the Egyptians, nor the nations bordering on 
Egypt to the north, had, at the time to which this picture refers, any 
cavalry, properly so called. And it may, therefore, be matter of discussion 
whether the word for liorsemen, in Exodus xiy. 9, should not be understood 
to mean, ''the warrior in the chariot" or the charioteer. There is a copy of 
this picture in the Crystal Palace. 

The court from which this view is taken is surrounded by a portico, of 
which the roof on two sides is supported by columns, while at the two ends 
it is supported by three Caryatid figures (see PJan,) representing the king, 
in the form of Osiris, as supreme judge. He holds in his right hand 
the crook and in his left the flail, as guide of the good and punisher 
of the wicked. Down the front of this mummy-form figure is a line of 
hieroglyphics, in which may be read the names of Rameses 11. 

J. B. 



Note. — These are the columns mentioned by Diodorus as upholding 
the roof in one of the courts of the Menmonium. The figures, he says, were 
fifteen cubits high : each figure holds the whip and crosier, the two sceptres 
of the god Osiris. They are portraits of the king: the sceptres tell us, that 
he is upon death changed into the character of that god. Agreeably to this, 
those hieroglyphical inscriptions which mention a dead man, usually give 
him the title of Osiris; which we must translate as Osiris-like, or acquitted 
by the judge Osiris. 

The dwarf wall which, in this temple, is introduced between the 

columns, marks an interesting change in their religious feelings since the 

Temple of Errebek was built, in the last reign. In that temple, the laitjr 

in the court-yard could see what took pla<^ among the priests under the 
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portico ; bnt in this newer temple their profane eyes are shnt out from the 
sight of sacred rites, to which the priests only were admitted. Henceforth 
all Egyptian temples are built with these dwarf walls or screens against the 
vulgar, till they were removed, ten centuries later, in the reigns of the 
Ptolemies. The remains of the wall may be seen between the two Osiris- 
like figures, and reached up to about the knee. 

The god E^honso, on the left-hand wall, is the son of Anmion Ba and 
of the goddess Athor, and with them he is the third person in the Theban 
Trinity. 

S. S. 



1ST 



Doorway to a tomb or temple. 
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PLATE XVI. 



\ 



Tms view is taken from the same ooort as the last, bat looking to the north. 
And hete we see, in the doping line of mountains which forms the baek- 
gnnmd, the reason for the name which this district of Thebes has acquired 
from the Arab inhabitants : it is the spur or foot of the limestone hills which 
gives to the stream that projection to the east deserti forming an angle-^ 
Oooma or Enma, or horn — ^behind which the district is, as it were, shut 
in. It was in mambing over this spur that the French army, after leaving 
Dendera, first got sight of the plain of Thebes. From the elevated ground 
the monuments are spread out as in a map, and the whole army was awed at 
the scene which then suddenly opened upon it. As before-mentioned, the 
roof of the portico of two sides of this court was supported by columns, and 
the two ends by Caryatides. The nprth wall of the court has entirely 
disappeared, and only two columns are left of the portico ; but we have all the 
four Caryatid figures at the opposite end : they support the roof-stones that 
stretch from the wall to the piers. The pier of the nearest Caryatid is 
\ divided into three compartments ; in the uppermost is the king on his knees, 
making an offering to Pthah. In the next, the king is seen in long sacer- 
dotal robes, making offering to Horus. And in the lower compartment he 
is walking into the temple, and met and welcomed at the entrance by Amun, 
the chief divinity of Thebes. On this pier, which is that on the north side of 
the gate, the king wears the crown of Lower Egypt ; but on the other, if it 
existed, we should see him wearing the crown of Upper Egypt. On the 
wan behind the pier is a large historical incised picture, representing the 
besieging of a dty surrounded by water. The Egyptian king, here again a 
giant, is driving the enemy into a large river which encircles a fortified cify. 
Other streams intersect the picture, by the side of which the Egyptian army 
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is adyancing in chariots drawn by two horses, in which are three persons : the 
warrior, his shield-hearer, and charioteer. There is no Egyptian on horse- 
back, and only one or two of the enemy, who are in rapid flight, yet 
wounded, for a horse is bat a vain thing to save a man who contends with the 
Egyptian king ! All the chariots of the enemy are npset ; and the chosen 
captains of the enemy, known by their long and embroidered garments and 
inscriptions over them, are drowned in the river, '^ snnk into the bottom as a 
stone," for no representation can express more faithfiilly the phraseology of the 
Bible. On the other shore are some that have escaped the water, though 
not the royal shaft, being helped ont by their friends. Hard by the gate 
of the city, the enemy is drawn up in battle array. There is a great deal of 
colour left on this picture. Above is a procession of priests carrying the 
statues of the kings, before each his name, and among them that of Menes. 

The ceiling of this portico still retains the blue paint and yellow stain 
mentioned by Diodorus. Between each couple of roof-stones are two 
square perforations, which give light and air ; yet hardly for this alone can 
these holes be contrived, for they are not more than four inches square — 
but, probably, for the insertion of square poles on which to extend an awning 
on the roof for sleeping under. 

In the foreground is lying, on its back, the largest isolated statue in the 
world. It is cut out of a block of granite as big as that on which the 
statue of Peter the Great is standing at St. Petersburg. The name of the 
author of this work has been preserved to us in the account which Diodorus 
has given of this temple. When or by whom this masterpiece of andent 
art was thrown down off its pedestal, is unknown. In its fall it has broken 
from the seat, and, again, across the waist. The French architects estimated 
its weight at two millions of pounds. This statue was placed in the first 
court, on the left hand of the entrance to the second, ' . An historical incised 
picture of the same event as this described, occupies the entire surfiBuse of 
the propylon. On the left wing is the king giving audience in his camp. On 
the right, the battle and siege of the same fortified place surrounded by 
water. Each picture is not less than one hundred feet long, and was fifty 
feet high. The whole front of this propylon is a ruin. 

During the inimdation, the Nile reaches to the front of this propylon : 
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and at that season of the year it is not anasnal to find snakes, and among 
them the serpent called the Uneas, which the kings of Egypt wear in their 
crowns, taking refage from the water. This snake inflates its neck and 
resembles in outward appearance that to which the Spanish Americans 
ga^e the name of Cobra capello, which in that country is a deadly reptile, 
but in Egypt, some men of science assert, it is not venomous. Some of 
Aese serpents measure six feet in length ; and it is no unusual thing to 
see a serpent-charmer in the streets of Cairo, making one of this size dance 
with his head and neck erect, to the sound of a pipe and drum. 

The whole of this structure is of sandstone except the two minor 
entrances to the haU of columns and the isolated sculptures, which are of 
granite. Surrounding this ruin are some long vaults built of unbumt 
bricks, having the name of Eameses IE. stamped on them. 

The figure of Amun on the door-post of the principal entrance has the 
eyeUd and eyebrow pierced out for the purpose of inserting metal or other 
material. This may possibly have been done at some much later period. 

J. B. 



Note. — The chariots in the battle-scene described by Mr. Bonomi are 
of high interest to the biblical scholar, containing as they do three men in 
each : one to drive, one to guard with a shield, and one to strike with a spear. 
We read, in Exodus xiv. 7, that when the chariots of Egypt pursued the 
Israelites, who were leaving Egypt under the guidance of Moses, there 
were three Egyptians in each chariot. This curious piece of information 
is unhappily lost to us in the Authorized English Version, which simply 
says that ^' there were c&t^tains over every one of them." 

S. S. 



G 4t 



.i 



I 



I 



PLATE XVII. 



This ^iew is taken from the east looking directly west towards the perpen- 
dicular rocks which separate this valley of the Assasseef from the valley of 
the Biban el Molnk. 

In the immediate foreground is one of those square areas of excayation 
in the fine limestone rock of this district, leading to chambers and mummy- 
pits, that have long since been sacked and destroyed by fire and water, and 
so incumbered with rubbish that they are little known to modem explorers. 
Most of the tombs in this part of the valley have for years served the 
Arab population of Goumou and its neighbourhood as hiding-places from 
Turkish despotism; the difficulty of access, their vastness and intricacy, 
making them convenient places of refuge for the people and their cattle, 
and the diy mummy-pits safe places for com. All the tombs in this 
district partake more or less of this character of intricacy and darknees 
by contrast from the surrounding debris of white limestone; and heUM 
probably the name of the place, which is derived from the Arabic word 
€ts9atf to grope and feel one's way as a blind man. A little farther on 
are two brick propylons in walls twenty feet thick, with well-built arches 
— ^particularly the farther one, which has rows of bricks forming the arch. 
In this thick high wall was probably a staircase, and small chambers 
for the priests or guardians of the tombs. Behind it is a large court 
surrounded by a high and thick brick wall, and a flight of steps let down 
to the square excavation, with entrances to chambers excavated in the 
rock on three sides of the square. 

In this same valley, only a stone's throw from the more perfect gateway, 
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is one of these tombs, where chambers are more accessible than this 
one. Yon enter by an arch-formed excavation in the rock, the ceiling of 
which has been elaborately painted. This porch leads into a large chamber 
whose ceiling is supported by twelve piers. From this chamber you descend 
by steps to another which leads into several others on the same level, 
filled with cnrioas sculptures, and from these again you descend to another 
set of apartments. This tomb is one of the most remarkable in Thebes ; 
its sculptures are in the style of those of the time of Psammetichus I. 

Besides the tombs in this valley, there are many crude brick con- 
structions of great interest ; one very large inclosure called Dayr sa Callio, 
so-called from having been adopted as a residence by one of the first 
Egyptian e^lorers, Monsieur Calliaud. The walls of ^this structure on 
the outside are curiously panelled in grooves and squares, not unlike 
the tombs which surround the great pyramid of Gizeh. There are also 
some pyramidal structures with some oven-shaped cavities; perhaps the 
places where the different processes of mummification were carried on. 
Indeed the whole district wears a singular appearance, and the tombs 
some peculiar features. 

J. B. 
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ittildinfls ani "^oth near Sagr-rf-galrii^ii. 

Dayb el Bahbee, or the Northern Gonyenty so called from that brick 
stractore with a row of windows, and the tower with sloping walls imme- 
diately nnder the perpendicular cliffs. This view is taken from what 
seems formerly to have been a road up to the ancient temple, which 
stood on the site of the convent ; for it lies between little mounds of lime- 
stone, which were so many sphinxes. Behind the brick building are some 
chambers of the age of Thothmes cut in rock, and an ancient granite 
\ gateway. It was believed that these chambers led to others that opened 
! into the valley of the . tombs of the kings, called the Biban el Moluk, 
dose by the tomb of Osiris or Oimenephthah I., discovered by Belzoni, 
I a distance of about 1,000 feet from the tace of those magnificent cliffs 
80 admirably defined in the photograph. Near this spot, to the right, 
is a path leading over these rocks into the vaUey of the tombs of the kings. 
In the same valley of this Dayr or convent, is a large excavated tomb, 
before the entrance to which are some extensive brick walls, which are 
certainly those of a Christian building, made out of ancient materials ; 
jfor on the wall of the tomb, which had been plastered for the purpose, 
are the remains of an inscription beginning, ''I, Athanasius, bishop of 
Alexandria." A few other words, perhaps, might be picked up among 
the fragments of the plaster on which it was written, now fidlen on the 
ground. It is very probable this inscription has not been any more 
perfect than it now is since first intelligent modem travellers have visited 
this interesting locality, or we should have had copies of it. 

J.B. 
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i^he |Iain of ^sfi^z, witlx ^w (Sxtarates. 

In going from the Assasseef to Medinet-Haboa, the next important building 
to the Memnoniom, on this side the riyer, and keeping on the high ground 
among the tombs, you come to the Ptolemaic temple called Dayr el Medineh. 
It obtained this name, probably, from having become the residence of 
religions persons connected with the Christian establishments of Medinet- 
Haboa, when those mined honses on and abont the temple of Rameses HI. 
were inhabited, and formed a considerable district of Christian Thebes, 
daring the first four centuries of onr era. From the high ground behind 
this temple, and looking directly east, you have the view of the plains of 
Thebes exhibited in this photograph. In the extreme distance are the 
mountains of the desert between the Bed Sea and the Nile, out of which 
emeralds and gold were dug. Bearing slightly to the north, or trayelling 
from the ruin in the foreground right over the arches of the Memnonium 
aud crossing the Nile, where that white latine sail appears, you would arriye 
at the quarries of porphyry, verd antique, and breccia, worked by the 
Romans ; and, at last, at the port of Cosseir on the Bed Sea. The dark 
tint below the mountains to the edge of the desert, on this side the river, 
shows the extent of the inundation, or the cultivatable land, in fisu^t, the 
width of Egypt at this particular part. That little square projection in the 
dark tint just over the Menmonium, is the propylon of the temple of 
Kamak, exactly three miles from the spot from whence this view is taken. 
Egypt, then, in the neighbourhood of its great capital, Amun No, is not 
more than fifteen miles wide, for the desert is no more Egypt than is the 
Bed Sea or the Mediterranean. Looking at the vastness of the ruins, one 
wonders whence a city, so situated, could have derived its supplies and 
could have become so celebrated, both in sacred and profieaie history; or how 
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it could baye been compared to Nineveh, as we read in Naham, if one did 
not, at the same time, take into coiiBideratioii that " Ethiopia and Egypt 
vere her strength, and it was infinite ; " for the Hile, serving as a road, 
brought the men and produce of those regionB, which 
were tmknown and, so to speak, infinite. "Put and 
Lubim were thy helpers." That is to say, aU that region 
of Afiica, along the coast of the Mediterranean to the 
west of Egypt, called Libya by the Greeks, was also 
tribatary to Egypt ; probably those nations signified 
in the inscriptions by nine bows, and which the statues 
^ ij of Bameses have under their feet (see fig. 15), em- 

bodying the metaphor so commonly ased in the Bible to 
signify absolute dominion. 

On the edge of the desert, on this side the river, may be clearly seen 
the propylon of the Memnoninm, the fallen Colossus, the columna of the 
Hall of Assembly, and the long brick arches which range with the stone 
boilding. Still nearer, the crude brick wall that surrounds the Sayr ; and, 
lastly, Uie arch boilt np against the stone wall of the tomple. This arcb is 
of the same construction as those about the Memnoninm, which are boilt of 
bricks stamped with the name of Barneses H., and recently shown by 
Mr. Falkener to be of a constmction peculiar to ancient Egypt. 

Within this temple, below the pavement of the vestibule, was found, 
in a subterranean chamber, the wig of false hair now in the British 
Museum. The temple was built by Ptolemy Fhilopator, and carried on 
by some of his successors. The construction, like all those tomples of 
the Ptolemies, is excellent ; and Uiere are some peculiarities in design which 
make this example interesting to the architect. Pilasters, with the head 
of Atbor, support an architrave with columns of the composite order, 
to which they are joined by the usual intercolumnar wall. There is also a 
decorated window giving light to a staircase leading to the roof. 

J. B. 



PLATE XX 



Wxt ^mfit war Jagr-d-p;dhwh. 

The Bcnlptnres on ttuB pylon or gateway are of the third century before 
our era. The stones which formed the upper part of the cnrvetto, and 
consequently the upper half of the winged disk, with the heads of the 
asps, have fidlen down. Enough, however, remains to show that it has 
been highly decorated* with those graceful channels which belong to this 
constant feature of Egyptain architecture. The next stone, out of which is 
carred the head or torus, is one single block, stretching across and resting 
on the architrave stone, which also of necessity is one single block, and 
of a sufficient thickness to insure its capability of supporting the weight of the 
superstructure; for the stones above the architrave do not extend all across, 
but serve as a parapet wall for the passage over the gate, from the staircase 
which would have been constructed in the thickness of the wall on either side 
of the gate. The torus has its appropriate enrichment, viz. the flat band, 
as it were, twisted round it in one oblique and two straight turns. The 
sculptures on the architrave stone are less distinct than those on the door 
jambB. Four times on each jamb Ptolemy PhUopator is maMng offering 

! to SO many of the divinities of Egypt, and each accompanied by a 

I goddess. 

' In the interior of the gate, and on the left-hand side, is engraved a figure 

I of Christ, in front view and in a seated position. This figure, which no 

doubt is the work of the early Christians, who had converted the building 
into a Christian place of worship, has scarcely ever been noticed, and never 
that we are aware of been drawn. No doubt other indications would be found of 
the occupation of this building by the early Christians, even before the time of 
that Greek inscription of Athanasius, already mentioned, if diligent search 
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were made, particnlarl; among the brick rnina dow incambering this bean- 
tiM Btractsre. 

Od the wall of one of the smaller chambers at the back is the name of 
AagaetQB Ciesar. — See Wilkinbon'8 Tliebea. 

J. B. 



Note. — Overthedoorwayisthefigareofthewingedann, withanaep, or 
sacred snake, on each side of it. This was the figure of the god Amon-ra; and 
by the wings the Egyptian meant to express the same figurative thought as the 
Hebrew Psalmist, who says of the Almighty, that men pat their trast onder 
the shadow of His wings. 

The inscription in hoDonr of the great Athanasins, in this and other 
places in the western half of Thebes, is a proof that the spot was not occnpied 
as a military station by the Greek troops. Athanasins was the popnlar 
bishop with the native Egyptians, while his Arian rival George was the 
bishop of the Greeks living in the country. Hence George had chorches 
built to his honour in those few places where the Greek soldiers were 
nnmerons ; while in the larger places, snch as Alexandria 
and Thebes, the chnrebes were often dedicated to 
Athanasins. 

Fig 17 is the name of Ptolemy Philopator, in whose 
reign this doorway was bnilt aboat the year B.C. 220. 
It may be translated in the first oval, " Son of the Gods 
Tig. 17. Energetffi, approved by Pthsh, to whom Ba gave victory, 

a living image of Amtm ; " and in the second oval, 

^^ j " Ptolemans immortal, beloved by lais." 

Fig. 18 is the name of Aogastns Ciesar, in whose 
reign some of the chambers at the back were added. It 
may be read " Antocrator Oaisaros immortal, beloved by 
^^ ^ Pthah and Isis." 

Fig. 18. S. S. 
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This is a view of the two statues in the plain of Gooma. To nothing but 
the colossal dimensions of the work and the excessiye hardness of the 
material, is to be attributed any remains of these monuments of ancient art 
and engineering science. Every conceivable effort has been made by 
fimatic ignorance to destroy these historical landmarks. Fires have been 
lit on the laps and on the pedestals of these figures, which have split off 
large pieces of stone from the front view, and entirely destroyed all trace 
of the features ; yet, here they stand monuments of ancient jugglery and 
superstition, to which modem science and scholarship has made them bear 
unequivocal witness. 

Our view is taken from the south, looking towards that spur of lime* 
stone rock before alluded to, and from which the name of this district of 
modem Thebes is derived. Both statue and pedestal are made out of blocks 
of hard red grit-stone, commonly called plum-pudding stone. The nearer 
statue is of one single block, not less than 88 or 40 feet high. The 
fieuiher statue was originally of one block; but we are informed by Strabo, 
who visited this spot about twenty or tweniy-five years before our era, that 
the upper part of one had been thrown down by an earthquake. It appears 
from his account that he came to this spot in company with ^lius Gallus, 
and numerous friends, and soldiers, to hear the musical sounds which this 
broken statue was said to give out at sunrise ; for it was supposed that it 
represented Memnon, the son of Aurora, who was killed in the Trojan war. 

The testimony of one of these witnesses bears most interestingly on 
the greatest literary discoveries of modem times, namely, the discovery of 
the phonetic value of certain hieroglyphics ; for he declares that he 
beard the *^ statue which the Greeks call Memnon, and the Egyptians call 
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Amaiiopb, give ont soonds." Among those corioaB and intelligentl; 

fonned signs, engraved with sooh artistic precision in the hard stone of 

which the statna is made, are the diaractera compOBing the name of the 

Egyptian monarch Amnnothph m. They are contained in the oval to 

the left of the central division of the ornamental writing on the side of Uie 

throne. 

Two fignres of the god Nilns, perhaps signifjring 

Upper and Lower Egypt, or perhaps the eastern and 

western banks of the Nile, are represented in the act of 

binding np the stem of the throne of Egypt with a cnrions 

knot of water plants. This same device (see fig. 19), with 

or without the figures of the god, is engraved on the 

thrones of the statues of both the gods and kings of the 
Fig. 19, 

country. 

The bead of the more distant figure of Nilus still retains the stain of 

the plaster cast made more than thirty years ago ; so conservative is the 

climate of Egypt, and so excellent the photograph, that the erasure and 

subsequent insertion of the hieroglyphics now contained within the second 

oval of the king's name can be discerned. Having noticed the lact, we will 

not detain onr readers in this place with the very interestiDg speculations 

dependent on that circumetance, but proceed to describe the rest of the 

work. On each side of the leg of the most colossal figure stands a female 

figure, one representing the mother, and the other the wife of the king. 

This view of the group does not permit us to see more than the back of 

the head, the shoulder, and the arm of one of these figures. The head is 

a little above the level of the seat, having a modius or crown on it ; and 

the pendent tresses, covering the shoulders, can be distinctly seen by the 

aid of a magnifying glass in the forther statne. These figures caimot be less 

than sixteen feet high. In these colossal sitting atatnes of the Pharaohs, 

whenever the mother and wife of the monarch are associated, they are 

always placed, as we see them in this example, with their backs against the 

throne on each side of the principal fignre, while the figure of the son 

of the king is placed standing between his feet. The constancy of this 

arrangement forbids us attributing it to the caprice of the artist ; it is 
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more probably the embodiment of an ancient idea or cnstom, from which 
was likewise derived the metaphor used by Israel while in this very country, 
to signify perpetuity of legitimate sncoession; ''The sceptre shall not 
depart from Jndah, fwr a lawgiver from between his feet, until he come to 
Shiloh." 

It cannot be ascertained from Strabo's account of his visits to these 
statues, or from any of the numerous Greek and Latin inscriptions engraved 
on the vocal statue, whether the upper part had already been restored, 
as we now see it. The probability is that it was, and that the wilful 
injury done to them was the work of the invaders under Cambyses. 
The great fissure across the massive block of the throne is very like the 
effect of lightning, which was more probably the cause of the destruction 
of the upper part than an earthquake ; for one cannot conceive why the 
companion statue should have escaped, or that any part of the Memnonium 
should have been left standing. It would appear that these statues formed 
part of an avenue of colossi belonging to a temple situated several hundred 
paces behind them ; and from that ruin ten or twelve feet below the level 
of the pavement, in a line with the statues, were discovered the two beautiful 
granite Sphinxes now in St. Petersburg. From the same ruin likewise came 
those heads in the same stone as the vocal statue of singular features in 
the British Museum. There is, in fekct, a mysterious interest about all the 
temples and statues bearing the name of Amunothph m. which is far irom 
being exhausted, and to which we shall have occasion to allude as we 
proceed up the Nile. 

J. B. 



Note. — Of these two statues the most northerly is the musical statue, 
filmed for uttering musical notes at sunrise, when its lips were first saluted by 
Aurora. The Greeks called it the statue of Memnon, changing the 
Egyptian name of King Amunothph into Memnon for more easy pro- 
nunciation, as ihey for the same reason changed the name of King 
Miamun into the same word. Thus they gave this statue of Amunothph HE. 
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and one of the temples of Miamnn Bameses 11. both to the same person, 
namely to a Eang Memnon of their own creating. 

This priestly trick of the mnsic uttered by the statue at sunrise, 
must have been practised at a Tery early time, at least before the time 
of Hesiod, who, writing about the year B.C. 800, calls Memnon, Eong of 
Ethiopia, the son of the goddess Aurora. Ethiopia was at that early 
time a name given to the Thebaid ; and thus Hesiod gives us a fabulous 
connection between Amunothph king of Thebes, and Aurora, which seems 
to spring from the musical notes of this statue at sunrise. 

When the Persians, under Cambyses, conquered Egypt in B.C. 628, 
this northerly statue was already the most important of the two; for 
they took the trouble, in their zeal to insult the Egyptians, to break this 
Colossus in half at the waist, and to throw the upper part to the ground^ 
while they left its fellow statue standing and unhurt. It was only when 
the statue was in this broken state that the music was first heard and 
described by the Greek travellers. When Strabo, Juvenal, and Pausanias 
listened to the sounds, the upper half of the statue was still lying on 
the ground. So it was when the Boman Emperor Hadrian and his wife 
Sabina visited it. It was either after Hadrian's reign, or late in his 
reign, that the Bomans, to please the Egyptians, set up again the broken 
pieces of this statue, and left it as we now see it. 

Travellers, on reaching a distant point of their journey, or viewing 
any remarkable object of curiosity, have at all times been fond of carving 
or scribbling their names on the spot, to boast of their prowess to after- 
comers ; and never had any place been more favoured with memorials 
of this kind than the musical statue of Amunothph at Thebes. Under 
the Bomans the journey through Upper Egypt was perfectly open and 
safe ; and the legs and feet of this colossal statue are covered with names 
and inscriptions, in prose and verse, of travellers who visited it at sunrise, 
during the reigns of Hadrian and the Antonines, to hear its musical 
notes. From these curious memorials we learn the names of EgyptiaJi 
prefects, otherwise unknown to history; and from the same we learn 
that Hadrian visited Egypt a second time, with his queen Sabina, 
in the fifteenth year of his reign. When the empress first visited the 
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statae, she iraa disappointed at not hearing the masical soonds ; bat on 
her hinting threats of the emperor's displeasure, the priests gratified 
her cariosity on the fbUowing morning. 



I 



Fig. 20 is the name of King Amonothph m., preceded hj the 
titles Lord of the World and Lord of Battles. 



^ 



PLATE XXII. 



'' Ahd when he heard say of Tirhakah, King of Ethiopia, Behold he is come 
out to fight against thee, he sent messengers again unto Hezekiah." 
2 Kings, xix. 9. 

In the foreground of this view are the gateways and the colonms of a 
small temple boilt by the Ethiopian king, mentioned in this quotation. In 
all probability Tirhakah built this little temple on his return from Palestine, 
when his presence, with an armed force, frightened the boastftd Sennacherib 
into the sending again messengers to Hezekiah to threaten the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and thereby to extort an excess of tribute, before the Eong of 
Ethiopia could arriye to preyent it. The identification of this ruin with 
the Ethiopian ally of Hezekiah, is no matter of conjecture, but a teuct 
recorded at the time by a sculpture engraved on that wall in the shade cast 
by the unfinished tower of the Ptolemaic gateway on the right. The 
hieroglyphics constituting the name of this King of Ethiopia, were first 
discoyered on the walls of a temple in Ethiopia by Lord Prudhoe and 
Major Felix more than thirty years ago, and since that 
time the figure of Tirhakah, decapitating a group of Asiatic 
prisoners, has been brought to light on the wall in front of 
this temple. The name of that king is written both on this 
ruin and that of Ethiopia as in the wood-cut in the margin, 
the second oval containing the letters thbe. (Fig. 21.) 

Again, it is no matter of conjecture that the unfinished tower, which 
casts a shade on the front wall of the temple of Tirhakah, was built by a 
Boman emperor, because some columns and a dwarf wall, forming part of 
that structure, bear the figure and name of Caesar, Titus, ^lius, Adrianus, 
Antoninus, Eusebes; nor is it matter of conjecture that the gateway, to which 
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it forma the right wing, was built by Ptolemy Lathyrus, because it likewise 
bears the figure and name of that king, and also of Dionysus or Auletes. 
Again, it is no matter of conjecture, although we have not precisely the 
same kind of evidence, that those brick ruins in the centre of our picture 
are the remains of the houses of the Christian inhabitants of this part of 
Thebes, from the first centuries of our era down to the Mohammedan 
conquest ; because history tells us so, and because fragments of Christian 
books written on papyrus have been dug out of those ruins. Thus we have 
within the limits of this view, from the foreground to the statues in the plain, 
not a thousand yards distant, unequivocal historical landmarks ranging in 
tiipe from the Mohammedan conquest back to the reign of Amunothph IH. ; 
that is to say, from the year 640 of our era to 1250 years before it. 

J. B. 



Note. — Tirhakah, the king whose name is upon the small temple with 
clustered columns, was the third of the Ethiopian kings who reigned over 
Egypt. The first was Sabacothph, who conquered Egypt in about B.C. 787. 
The second was Sevech or So, with whom Hoshea, King of Israel, formed 
alliance when threatened with an invasion by his powerfrd neighbour 
Shalmanezer King of Assyria. (See 2 Kings, xvii. 4.) The third Ethiopian * 
was this king, Tirhakah, who came to the throne about B.C. 716. He 
formed an alliance with Hezekiah, Eing of Judah (see 2 Kings, xix. 9), and 
it would seem from Herodotus that it was against the forces of Tirhakah 
that the Assyrian army was encamped when it was miraculously destroyed 
in the night. The Bible does not say in what place this destruction took 
place : Herodotus says that it was near to Pelusium, the frontier town of 
Egypt. 

Tirhakah, the Ethiopian, reigned in Egypt, while Hezekiah reigned in 
Judea, Sennacherib in Assyria, and Mardoch Empadus in Babylon ; and 
with this last begins the series of recorded Babylonian eclipses, on which 
the historian now builds his chronology, while he acknowledges his debt to 
the Alexandrian astronomers who have preserved them for us, and to modem 
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ecieiice which has calculated them. The EgyptianB kept no record of 
eclipses or of occoltationa of the stars. 






Fig. as. 




Fig. 23. 



Fig. 22 contains two forms of the hieroglyphical name of Ptolemy 
Soter n., often called LathyruB ; and fig. 23 is the hieroglyphical name of 
Ptolemy Ness Dionysas, often called Aoletes. 



PLATE XXIII. 



Tms is a view of what is called the temple palace of Medinet-Haboa. The 

Bqnare openmgs 09 that high bnilding are the windows of small chambers, 

the walls of which are decorated with sabjects of 

domestic import ; to nuderetaDd the fonn of this 

bnilding, and its position with respect to the other 

buildings of Medinet-Habon, we must refer yoa to the 

pkn (see fig. 24). Yon will perceiTO that 8 line, 

drawn throngh its centre, wonld likewise pass throngh 

the centre of the conrts of the temple behind it. In 

tiuB view, which is looking son^wardi we see the 

right wing of the entrance considerably dilapidated, 

and converted, by the early Christian inhabitants of 

Thebe^ jfJlB^ dwelling-honse of many chambers, 

the jyanpR which were inserted into those rows 

•Wholes made in the masonry of the ancient stmc- 

tnre. A little piece of the front of this bnilding is 

seen to the left, and throngh that opening in the 

wall can be discerned the back of the court and the 

window of the chamber over the gate, the roof of 

which has been decorated with a row of shields. The 

cill of the opening in the aide wall is supported by a 

rowof Asiatic prisoners, over whom, as if trampling on 

bis enemies, was, most likely, placed a morable rig. u. 

statue of the warrior king who built this palace and 

temple, and who has decorated its walls with so many incised pictures, 

representing his conquest over various nations and peoples, more particu- 
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larly to the north of Egypt. Fragments of statues made of wood, combined 
with other materials, have been found, such as might be supposed to have 
been placed out at this opening, and the opposite one, on state occasions, for 
the admiration of the Egyptian public. It will be observed, that over the 
two doors which gave access to the chambers at the back of the court 
there is a semicircle, showing that the ceilings of those passage chambers 
were of the arch form. Nearer the spectator are the ruins of houses, of the 
time of St. Anthony and St. Paul, the first Christian hermits who were 
natiyes of the Thebaid ; and immediately in the foreground are the lower parts 
of the shafts of the columns of the temple of Tirhakah, with the connecting 
dwarf-wall. These columns are of an ancient form, of which we shall see more 
entire specimens. To the right is the gate leading to the court of a temple 
begun by Thothmes I., and carried on by his successors, Thothmes 11. and m. 
On this gate the name of Tirhakah has been imperfectly effaced by Nectanebo, 
whose name appears in its place. Ptolemy Lathyrus has also appropriated 
a part of the walls of this court ; and even Tirhakah himself, as it would appear, 
built up against this ancient gateway belonging to the first Thothmes. The 
size and form of this temple may be seen in the plan. It consists of a sane- 
tnary endosed on three sides by square pillars, joined by a dwarf waU; and on 
the fourth side are six small dark chambers. This part was begun by the first 
and second Thothmes, and completed in all its architectural detiijs by the 
third, except the inscription on the outside of the architrave, which was added 
by Bameses HE. Other names occur as the repairers of this ancienf £EtD^^ 
among whom are those of Psanmietichus n. and Achoris. 

J.B. 




u 



Fig. 25. 



Note. — Fig. 26 is the fiame of Nectanebo, above spoken 
of; he reigned about B.C. 880, and for eighteen years 
maintained the independence of Egypt against the invasion 
of the Persians. 

S. S. 
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Walexng from the place of the last view oyer the brick rains that fill up 
the space between the palace of Barneses lEE. and the entrance to the first 
court of the temple, whose lintel and gate-posts are massiye blocks of granite, 
and haying entered the court, this yiew will present itself. 

The roof of the portico on the right-hand side of the court is supported 
by seyen colossal statues of Pharaoh Barneses m. in his military costume, 
bearing the crook and flail of Osiris, and wearing the kingly mitre of the same 
diyinity. The backs of these statues are placed against massiye piers which 
support the broad architraye stones and the diminished cornice : a marked 
feature in the architecture of this period. On the right side of the king is a 
statue of his son, and on the left that of his daughter, which will be better 
seen in the next photograph. On the opposite side of this court is a similar 
portico supported by seyen colunms, of the ancient order representing the 
fully expanded papyrus, of which we shall haye occasion to speak when we 
haye before us perfect specimens of the order. The right and left hand 
porticoes of this court are built up against the sloping sides of the towers of 
the first and second gateways, to which they are connected by a pilaster 
crowned with the curyetto and torus cornice. On the roof of both porticoes 
are the remains of the crude brick houses of the Christian inhabitants, 
probably belonging to persons connected with the cathedral church, which 
occupied the whole of the interior of the second court. Both the names of 
the Pharaoh can be distinctly made out on the side of each pillar. This may 
be the Egyptian conqueror of whom Herodotus says it was related of him 
that he tied captiyes to the wheels of his chariot, and that he was accompanied 
in battle by a lion. These two circumstances are distinctly recorded in the 
sculptures on the walls of the court, which was afterwards conyerted into a 
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Christian place of worship. The heathen sculpture has been preserved, by 
having been covered with a coating of clay and lime, on which were painted 
Christian emblems. 

J. B. 



Note. — On the side of the pillar against which the statue leans, we see 
the name of Bameses IH., the builder of this temple. Three kings of less 
note had reigned after the death of Barneses IE., who have left us no great 
buildings ; but Bameses IH. would seem to have been a sovereign little 
less important than Bameses IE. The painted sculptures on the walls 
proclaim his victories over neighbouring and also distant nations, and his 
triumphal and religious processions at home. He lived about the year 
B.C. 1050 ; but he was the last great king of Thebes. After him several 
others of the name followed as sovereigns of that city, and perhaps of the 
Thebaid; but it is doubtful whether any of them were kings of all Egypt. 
They built nothing ; we find their names indeed on the older Theban 
buildings, but one only has left his name beyond the Thebaid, and so we 
may suppose that except in his case their power reached no farther. 

Within a century from this time, we find Thebes ruled over by a king of 
Lower Egypt, Shishank of Bubastis, who conquered Behoboam, and is men- 
tioned in 1 Kings xi. 40 ; xiv. 25. 

S. S. 
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A TOLERABLE Dotioii of the colossal dimensions of this statue can he obtained 
from the figure of the Arab boatman standing on the rubbish and leaning 
against the pier. On the wall behind the pier may be seen the elaborate 
and highly historical incised and painted decoration belonging to this portico 
of the first court of the temple. Besides that feature in the architecture of 
this period already noticed, viz. the great width of the architraye stone and 
the smallness of the comicoi is that of the deeply incised hieroglyphics and 
sculpture. This particular feature is admirably exhibited in the photograph, 
in the elaborate inscription on the sloping surfiEUsa of the tower of the pylon, and 
in those two lines of colossal hieroglyphics near the base of the wall. The 
lower part of this statue has only lately been brought to light — probably not 
seen since the temple was conyerted into a Christian place of worship ; at 
which time, it is probable, the hands and bee of the statue were battered. 
The excayation discloses another kind of defacement which must haye been 
done before the ground had attained its present leyel, and that is those 
furrows in the left foot. The perpetrators of this defacement seem to haye 
had some other purpose in yiew than the mere wanton defiusement of the 
statue. We shall be better able to judge of this matter when we haye seen 
other examples of the like defiusement. 

J. B. 



Note. — This colossal statue has had its beard yiolently and purposely 
broken o£r, as is the case with almost all the Egyptian statues. The nature 
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of the mutilation is so remarkable, that we are able to guess with tolerable 
certainty who were the authors of it. The Persians, who conquered Egypt 
under Gambyses in B.C. 533, held their beards in great reverence, and 
thought they could show no greater insult to the statues of Egypt than by 
aiming their blow at the chin. By destroying the beard, they robbed the 
statue of its mark of manhood. 

S. S. 




The foot of King Amanothph m. trampling on his enemies, 
alternately Arabs and Ethiopians. 
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To understand this yiew we mast again refer to the plan (se.e Plate 28). 
It will be seen that the view is taken from the back part of the temple, the 
photographist standing on the rubbish thrown out of the adjacent chambers. 
By reference to the plans of all the more ancient temples, a similarity of 
design will be recognized ; and it will be observed that a series of small 
chambers are placed behind the larger one, commonly called the hall of 
columns, and that these are multiplied with a curious complication at the sides 
as well as behind the hall. It will likewise be observed that a larger space 
is given to these mysterious chambers in the temple of Medinet-Habou than 
to any of the other of the more ancient temples, and that the great hall 
contains only ten rows of colunms, the two centre being, as usual, of the 
taller order, by which a clerestory was obtained, giving abundance of light. 
The smaller chambers were probably lighted by an aperture in the ceiling, 
as there are no openings in the side walls for this purpose. 

From this view some idea of the great perfection and elegance of the 
decoration of an Egyptian temple may be formed. Not a single foot of 
unmeaning wall — eveiy part has its appropriate, intelligible decoration, 
expressed in the universal language of art and the vernacular of Egypt, by 
means of those highly decorative and pictorial characters, with which the 
learned of Europe are eveiy day becoming better acquainted. The walls of 
the larger and the surrounding smaller chambers speak to us of the religious 
actions and mysteries of the ancient Egyptians ; but the walls of the court, 
to which that door gives entrance, speak of conquests and public cerempnies, 
and religious processions, which were conducted through those veiy courts 
to that door, the people being congregated in the courts under the portico, but 
not admitted beyond the dwarf wall which bounds that side of this second court 
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to which that door leads. In one of these processions, the king is seated on 
a throne carried on the shonlders of men and surrounded by the officers of 
his court, among whom are the bearers of two semicircular fians, apparently 
made of feathers, and resembling in form the flabelli, carried in the 
processions with the Roman pontiff; to whom also, as in these sculptures, 
they offer incense. 

The extent of this second court is marked by the two first towers, 
to which a small door gives access from the roof of the portico into the 
left tower. The next high building is the left tower of the first propylon, of 
which two square openings near the gate are for sustaining flag-poles that 
were erected on certain festive occasions. To the right are the crude brick 
walls of the houses of the Christian village, which extended over the whole 
of this recently excavated part of the ancient structure. 

J. B. 
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This view is the first that presents itself on arriving from the opposite side 
of the river, and the most conspicnous object in it is the companion obelisk 
to that in the Place de la Concorde, in Paris. This extraordinary work of 
science and art, like that in Paris, is of the time of the predecessor of that 
Pharaoh whose temple we have just examined at Medinet-Habou. The 
entire height of the single block of granite of which this obelisk is made is 
about eighty feet. Great as the weight of this single block of stone must 
be, it is not more than two-thirds of the large obelisk of £amak, nor 
more than a quarter of the weight of the colossal statue of the Memnonium, 
the work of the same Pharaoh. 

Pliny gives an account of how these enormous blocks of granite were 
brought from the quarries of Syene, and there 
is an Egyptian picture representing the moving 
of a colossal statue; but as yet we have no 
account of how they were erected on their 
pedestals, except so &r as now, for the first 
time, explained by the woodcut in the margin, 
(fig. 26). The obelisks of Luxor, as may be 
fisiirly conjectured by the groove in the pedestal 
being on that side of it nearest the river, were 
brought by water and landed on a raised plat- 
form, by which means one angle of its base was 
brought exactly over the groove. The next 
process was to raise the block, and this could 
now be done without any danger of slipping, 
or, in other words, with a certainty of its turning in the groove, as it were in 
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a hinge, till it had attained so nearly a perpendicular as to require a support 
below the base. This was probably given to it by confining a quantity of 
sand on the top of the pedestal, which sand was gradually allowed to 
run off till the obelisk attained the perpendicular position. 

Precisely by the same process, 200 years before, were the statues in 
the plain set up, as the groove in the pedestals testifies : the only question- 
able part being the means employed in raising and lowering. 

The pyramidion on the top of this obelisk and its companion being 
left rough and unadorned with sculpture, it is conjectured it was covered 
with a bronze cap. Then follows a square compartment, in which the king 
is represented making offerings to Amun-ra; and then three vertical 
columns of admirable hieroglyphics, the centre column being the best in 
form and execution, on all the four sides of this and its companion in 
Paris. 

It will be observed, by a glance at the plan, that besides the two 
obelisks, there are four colossal statues sitting in front of the entrance 
to this temple ; and nearly behind each are the groove and square opening, 
two in each tower, for sustaining the flag-staffs already alluded to, and 
which we shall have a better opportunity of explaining in another 
view (see fig. 27). 

The whole exterior surface of the more distant tower of this gateway, 
from the two square openings down to the top of the grooves, is occupied 
with the incised picture of the same battle scene of the fortified city 
surrounded by water, already described as repeated twice on the walls of 
the Memnonium ; and the whole of the surface of the nearest tower, within 
the same limits, is occupied by the encampment scene. Those little 
notches, that look in this oblique view Uke the teeth of a saw, are formed 
by the rounded heads of the shields of the Egyptian soldiers placed together 
forming the boundary of the camp. Higher and nearer the gate is the 
colossal incised figure of the king sitting at the door of his tent, receiving 
the congratulations of his subjects who have come out to meet him on his 
return from the conquest of this important fenced city of an Asiatic people, 
of light complexion, to the north of Egypt. 

Behind 
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Behind the king^ and within the encampment, are the prisoners and 
spoil of the conquered city, and the veiy same incidents repeated as in the 
picture on the inner surfiace of the left tower of the propylon of the 
Memnoninm. Below the pictores of both towers is a long inscription, in 
many lines of perpendicular hieroglyphics ; no doubt a fiill account of the 
whole campaign against these powerful enemies of Egypt : judging from 
the pains taken to record this conquest three times on the walls of the 
temples oC Thebes alone, it must have been the most important event in 
the reign of Bameses IE. We shall have occasion to return to this subject, 
as this record is again repeated on the walls of the great chamber of the 
larger excavated temple of Abusimbel. 

The buildings behind the obelisk, with inclined walls, are the houses 
of the present inhabitants of this district of Thebes. On the top of these 
are contrivances for the accommodation and preservation of pigeons ; con- 
sisting of four small towers, perforated with cells for each pair, and 
furnished with the slender branches of trees for the more commodious 
alighting. 

J. B. 
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In this view, looking towards the west, we have a good opportnnity of 
judging of the colossal dimensions of the statue by the fignre sitting on its 
shonlder. 

The obelisk now in Paris stood in the same relation to this statue 
as that which we saw in the last view does to the 
companion statue on the left-hand of the entrance 
(see Plan, fig. 28). This colossus was excavated to its 
base at the time of the removal of the obelisk by the 
French engineer M. Lebas, and it was found to be a 
sitting figure about twenty-five feet high, carved out of a 
single block of black granite. It represents Bameses 11., 
as the hieroglyphics on the stem at the back, which 
takes the form of an obelisk, inform us. 

The right door-jamb, which we see in this view, 
has on the front Bameses n. making an offering to 
Amun-ra and Mout. In the compartment above this 
sculpture there remains only the figure of Bameses, and 
the compartment below is too much de&oed to make 
out ; but in the compartment on the surface at right 
angles to the last, we have a representation of the king 
being received by one of the divinities of the temple, 
who, as it were, welcomes him at the threshold of the 
sacred edifice. The lower compartment on this sur&ce 
is likewise too defaced to describe ; but we may remark that the sculptures on 
this sur&ce are in true basso-rilievo, whereas those on the firont sur&ce are in 
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that kind of rilievo pecnliar to Egypt, which of all kinds of aculptore is that 
which is best adapted for enduring ; because the contour or outline of the 
figure being the deepest part of the work is the last to be destroyed in the 
ordinary wear and tear of ages. It is not, howeyer, as we see, proof 
against the iconoclastic fuiy of the Christians of the first centuries, who 
converted this building into a church ; or it may be the Mahommedan 
invaders, who have battered out the features of all three of the otherwise best 
preserved figures on the firont of the door-jamb. Just above the cap of the 
colossus, on the front of the gate-tower, can be discerned a row of figures, 
which are those of the principal inhabitants of Thebes, headed by one 
of the officers of the court going up to congratulate his majesty on his 
safe return to the capital. The figure of the king is not so distinctly 
seen ; he is seated on a chair of state, and attired in a robe of ceremony, 
extending his right hand in sign of approval towards the officer who 
approaches the throne in respectful attitude. No small force or little 
labour was employed to batter out the features and split the top of the 
upper crown of the granite colossus. This larger destruction was probably 
the work of the Babylonish invaders under Nebuchadnezzar, or the soldiers 
of Cambyses, to whom in the time of Strabo the inhabitants of Thebes 
attributed all such masterpieces of violence and wanton destruction. 

J. B. 
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This view down the centre avenue of the great temple of Alkarnak is 
taken from the roof of the granite sanctuary, 
and looking directly west. So vast and intri- 
cate is this wonderful ruin, that we shall 
have to make frequent reference to the plan, 
to profit adequately by these admirable photo- 
graphs (see Plan, fig. 29). The nearest 
object in this view is a square granite block, 
bearing a figure of the goddess Mout, who 
receives in a most affectionate manner Pharaoh 
Thothmes 11. at the threshold of the granite 
sanctuary. Another similar granite block 
stands at the other side of the entrance to 
the sanctuary. This subject, namely, a repre- 
sentation of the Pharaoh being received by 
the divinities of the temple, occupies the front 
and back surfaces of both the long square 
blocks of granite ; while the other two sur- 
faces bear the figures of the papyrus of Upper 
and Lower Egypt ; that belonging to Lower 
Egypt being sculptured on the block to 
the north: that belonging to Upper Egypt 
being sculptured on the block to the south. 
The next conspicuous stones are those 
of the windows of the clerestory, standing 
on the cornice of the smaller columns of the Great Hall. They stand 
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edgewise^ and do not show us the opening of the window. Then we 

have the point of an obelisk, called the smaller obelisk of Earnak, 

seen over the architrave stones of the gate. Lastly, the tower of the great 

entrance of the temple from the west, or from the hill. One of the upper 

square perforations is to be seen for the attachment of the flag-poles 

already spoken of in the temple of Medinet-Habou. In this great propylon 

of the principal temple of Thebes, there appears to have been provision for 

the erection of four of these flag-poles against each tower, and each secured 

by two square perforations. This part of the edifice, however, was never 

finished. 

J. B. 
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(Solmnns and |Hrt of the ^Mh\ of ihotftmoBiii it. 
— larnaR, SCh^ha. 

CoNTiNUiNO OUT Walk in a westerl; direction, down the centre avenne, past 
the sandstone gateway, so conspicnons in the two former views, we arrive at 
the smaller obelisk. The eastern and soathern snrlaceB of the obelisk are 
presented to ne, and it will be easy to perceive, from the well-defined and 
elegant forms of the hieroglyphics of the centre colamn, that it is of a 
different period to those on each side of it ; an d we shall be confirmed in 
that conjecture by an examination of the characters contained in the ovals. 
The conspicnoos oval in the centre line of the east face contains the 
hieroglyphics of the name ofThothmosisI. (see fig. 30), who 
lived 1390 years before our era, or fiffy or sixty years 
before Moses ; while the ovals in the side lines contain the 
hieroglyphics of the name of Barneses IV. and V. It will 
also be easy to perceive that the sor&ce of the granite 
at the place where the word Amon occurs, in the centre 
line, has been lowered. This is another example bearing 
upon that particnlar change in the reUgioas sentiments of the Fig. 3o. 

Egyptians to which we have already allnded ; while in the 
side lines we have an example of obliterations in the hieroglyphics contained 
in the ovals, indicating a diange in the political opinions of ^e people, or a 
desire on the part of the monarch Barneses V. to appropriate to himself the 
titles and hononrs claimed by his predecessor, Bameses IV. The roof of stones 
and other fragments that encnmbered the centre avenue have lately been 
cleared away, and the larger columns, which supported the higher part of 
Uid roof, uncovered to their bases. The two nearest of these columns were 
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attached, as the plan informs ns, to the massiye constraction of the gate, 
which was therehy connected with what there is reason to believe at one 
time formed an exterior gate, with towers, in front of the sanctuary, for the 
adornment of which this obelisk and its fallen companion were erected by 
Thothmosis, and that the immense hall of columns was an addition made by 
Oimenepthah I. or Rameses 11. The columns of this centre ayenue are 
66 feet high, and of that beautiful order representing the fiilly-expanded 
papyrus. 

The circumference of the largest part of the capital is exactly the 
length of the column from the top of the base to the bottom of the 
abacus. From the neck of the capital the shaft gradually widens till about 
three feet from the base (where it measures 12 feet) ; it then rapidly 
decreases to nearly the same width as it is at the neck, namely, 9 feet 
6 inches ; imitating the contraction in the stem of the papyrus, which it 
further resembles by its being clothed with tight-fitting leaves, as we shall 
see in the next photograph. To the right, between the columns of the 
centre avenue and the obelisk, are the shorter columns, the first row of 
which support the piers of the windows of the clerestory. These columns 
are 40 feet high ; they represent the bud of the papyrus, and carry out the 
resemblance to the natural plant at that stage of its growth, in the same 
architectonic mode as the larger columns. Of these columns there are 112 
which support the lower roof, and 22 which support the roof of the clere- 
story, making in all 184. We shall see, as we advance farther into this 
chamber, that all the columns are covered with painted sculpture and 
hieroglyphics as well as its walls, by which means one-third more surface 
than the walls themselves furnished was acquired for significant decoration, 
conveying an amount of historical and religious knowledge that the temples 
of no other people convey. Thus, too, ample compensation was made for 
the loss of space taken up by the great number and massiveness of the 
columns. 

On the second colunm of the right hand may be seen a full-length 
of Amun-ra, to whom Rameses 11. presents an offering. On the third 
column the same Rameses makes an offering to the divinity Ehem, by whom, 
not improbably, the Egyptians meant to designate the great antediluvian 
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father of their race, Ham. On the fonrth column Amnn again appears, and 
on the fifth Ehem ; so that, in walking down this avenue towards the west, 
yon were met by Rameses offering alternately to those two great divinities, and 
in walking up the avenue in an easterly direction you were met by the 
divinities of the temple. 

To the left of the avenue is a sloping piece of masoniy, which is part of 
the tower that flanks the entrance into the hall on the left. 

J. B. 



Note. — In the second oval of king Thothmosis I. (see fig 80), the ibis on 
a perch, is the word Thoth, the threefold character is M, and the horizontal 
character is S, thus forming his name. Of the three smaller characters 
crowded in, that formed of two semicircles, perhaps an anvil, is the word 
Mes ; the looped character, a musical instrument, is H, or Ho ; and the sun 
is Ba, or with the article, Phra ; and the three form the word Meshophra. 
This agrees veiy satisfisu^rily with his name in Manetho's list, where he is 
called Misaphris, and where his successor, who has two names nearly the 
same also in the second oval, is called Misphragmuthosis, evidently meant 
for Mishophra-thothmosis. 

Barneses IV. and Y. here mentioned, are two kings whose names are 
not known out of Thebes, and in Thebes are no monuments of their own 
raising. When they were there reigning, the power of Upper Egypt was 
lessened, and that of Lower Egypt was rising ; and these two were probably 
kings only of the Thebaid. 

S. S. 
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This yiew is taken from between the first columns at the east end of the 
hally which, as before stated, were attached by solid masonry to the gate 
piers. We see between these columns obliquely across the central avenue, 
having before us a succession of the smaller columns, which support the 
lower roof. The colunui next to the two immediately in the foreground, is 
the same as the second of the right-hand row in the last view ; but being 
80 much closer, the details of the sculpture are more defined, and we see 
more distinctly the supplicating position of the king, as contrasted with the 
very upright figure of the god, to whom he offers something in two vases 
similar in form to the one on the small altar before him. Above this 
representation, to the neck of the capital, the shaft is decorated with the 
names of the king. Below the representation is a band of large hiero^ 
glyphics, in which the name and titles of Rameses IL are conspicuous, 
while a little removed from it is a band of small, deeply cut hieroglyphics, in 
which the name and titles of the Pharaoh of Medinet-Habou occur, and 
no doubt added in his reign. Below this a band of ornaments, which 
addresses itself to the eye alone, representing little squares of different 
colours, contained in a black frame-work ; below that again, the beginning 
of one of those close-fitting leaves^ which embrace the lower part of the 
colonm, as they do the natural plant. At the point where the brick 
restoration commences, the shaft begins to contract, and here very happily 
is placed the figure of a Hving descendant of Mizraim, affording us oppor- 
tunity of estimating the colossal dimensions of the column and of the 
figures engraved on the shaft of it. The architrave stone of the smaller 
order is decorated with an inscription in two lines, and in the curvetto 
should be seen the king's oval, alternating with a triple ornament — ^from 
which, not improbably, the triglyph of the Greek temple was devised. 

J. B. 
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This is a view taken from the northern end of the transrerse avenue of 
colmnns looking sonthwards. The mind of the thinking observer is 
afflicted with a sentiment of melancholy in wandering among these 
stupendous ruins^ and particularly at this point of view, when so much 
magnificence and devastation are brought together in one picture. 

To understand the position from which this extraordinary scene is 
taken, we must refer you to the plan. Placing oneself in imagination in 
the middle of the transverse avenue, and in the fifth from the centre, this 
view will present itself. It is remarkable for exhibiting the structure of a 
window in what is called the clerestory in Gothic buildings, which, as we 
shall perceive, is made of an upper and lower slab of sandstone, perforated 
with thirteen long furrows, leaving twelve bars of somewhat greater width 
than the openings. In the lower slab several more of these bars have been 
knocked out than in the upper one, with a view of completing more 
promptly the destruction of this part of the temple — such has been the 
malignity of the efforts of the invader to root out all memory of this extra- 
ordinary people. Three avenues beyond that of the clerestoiy is a column 
leaning against its opposite neighbour, not owing so much to human violence 
as to a very curious chemical action going on at the base of the walls and 
columns of all the sandstone temples of Thebes, produced by the nitrous 
earth which has accumulated about their foundations. In the columns of 
the foreground this chemical action has been arrested by the brick 
restoration, and a similar catastrophe to that on the other side, deferred at 
least for some years; for which we are indebted to the forethought and 
prudence of M. Mariette, who has likewise rendered many other important 
services to the students in Egyptian history. 
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There seems to have been an insatiable desire in the Hamitic race to 
hand down to posterity the memory of their existence. To nothing but 
that characteristic feature of the Egyptian mind can be attributed that 
untiring diligence with which a sovereign repeated his name on every 
column of a structure of these vast proportions. To gratify this propensity, 
none of the smaller columns on this side the central avenue have escaped 
an alteration in the original decoration, as may be seen in this photograph. 
Over the five horizontal bands at the neck of the capital has been cut 
a royal legend, containing the names of Pharaoh Bameses 
lY., and likewise over the pendent fascia below the horizontal 
bands, as may be seen by those perpendicular furrows dividing 
the ovals (see fig. 81). Again, a legend containing the 
same name encircles the column below the pendants. Then 
follows the original sculptured representation of the founder, 
making offerings to the gods ; but below that is a band 
of large hieroglyphics, containing the name of Bameses 11., 
who had already appropriated all the plain spaces on the larger 
columns, as we shall see in some of the succeeding photo- 
graphs. In the British Museum there is a granite column, 
representing a cluster of papyrus-buds of the time of 
Pharaoh Amunothph HE., which 150 years after was dis- 
figured all over with the name of a son of Bameses 11. 
This specimen, in our national collection, is also a monument of that 
change in the religious opinions of the Egyptians already alluded to, in that 
the second oval containing the name of that Pharaoh has been obliterated, 
because compounded of the word Amun, which was afterwards restored 
to it, when that divinity came again into favour. The precise time of this 
return to favour is not known, but there is reason to believe, as the names 
of Amun Mai Bameses have never suffered obliteration, it may have been 
during his reign or a little previous to it. 

The floor of the hall has been disencumbered of the fragments of 
architrave and roof stones nearly to the top of the bases of the columns ; 
and we have by means of the figure of the living descendant of Mizraim, 
standing in the central avenue, a tolerable notion of the stupendous 
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architecture of this hall, to which there is no ancient or modem structure 
that can be compared, either for the consistent, harmonious, instructive 
decoration, or the vastness of its dimensions. 

J. B. 



Note. — Bameses IV., who has added his name to this building of his 
great ancestor, as has been before remarked, is a king almost unknown to us. 
We can find no temples, or even parts of temples, built during his reign* 
We do not eyen find his name out of Thebes. We are led to conjecture 
that the power and wealth of his fiunily were much lessened when he came 
to the throne. We afterwards find the name of Bameses VJUL. at Memphis ; 
and it would seem as if the kings between Bameses m. and Bameses VJUL. 
were not kings of all Egypt, but of Thebes only. 

S. S. 



85 



PLATE XXXIII. 



®i[mpl£ 0f liarhaft — Witm from ih 2F0p= of gall 

• * 

This view is taken from tha roof of the lower part of the Hall, looking 
eastward. Enormous blocks, covered with speaking decoration, hurled down 
chiefly by human violence, encumbei(] the foreground. Farther in are two 
columns, which support the piers— between which we have a back view of the 
same window tracery wq saw in the last picture. Over the next opening 
are the holes for the beams of the roof of a chamber, which probably some 
hermit like Stylites occupied till the Mohammedan invasion or the corroding 
nitre warned him to quit. Through this opening, and the one to the left, 
are seen the capitals of the columns of the centre avenue ; £Eurther on, the 
solitary and dangerous pier of a fifth window : then the smaller and larger 
obelisk ; beyond this the top of the gate, so conspicuous in two former views ; 
and lastly the date groves, and mountains of the eastern desert, in the 
direction of Elcosseyr, the port of Thebes on the coast of the Bed Sea. 

The papyrus-bud columns on this side the centre avenue have not been 
disfigured with the names of those later members of the fiftmily of the great 
Bameses, like those we saw in the last photograph ; but the light being so 
directly opposite, neither the horizontal bands of the upper part of the shaft 
nor the vertical lines of the fiftscia are clearly discernible. They are, 
however, precisely as shown in the wood-cut of photograph 82. 

The smaller of the two obelisks in this view is that which we saw in 
Plate 29, and of which we saw the side in Plate 80. It is second in size to 
that in the Piazza S. Giovanni Laterano in Home, that being 102 feet, and 
ibis being 98 feet. It is the longest single block of granite in the 
whole world; the companion obelisk lies broken into numerous frag- 
ments, as well as the companion of that smaller obelisk whose apex 
is just seen above the architrave stones of the gate. The hierogly- 
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pbical inBcriptions on both these obelisks have been published in Burton's 
Excerpta Hieroglyphica, by Bosellini, and by Lepsius ; and there is a 
model of the larger one "done to scale in the mummy room of the British 
Museum. The apex of the larger obelisk is adorned with hieroglyphics, and 
a representation of the person who erected it being crowned by the great 
divinity of Thebes, Amun-ra. The sides are sculptured in compartments, 
representing figures of a king making offerings to the same divinity ; while 
down the centre is a single line of admirably sculptured hieroglyphics. 
Not only is this obelisk one of the most remarkable works of art in 
the world, on account of the beauty of the forms sculptured on it, and 
one of the most remarkable works of science, not having been raised on 
its base in the manner of those of Luxor, but by some other means of 
which we have no conception ; but it is also remarkable in an historical 
point of view, for since it was erected in the place it still occupies, there 
was a time when certain divinities of Egypt fell into disrepute, and in 
consequence of this change in the religious opinions, their names and 
figures were artistically erased and subsequently restored, wherever they 
occurred on this Obelisk, and on every other monument throughout the 
country. To effect this, scaffoldings must have been erected about all 
the obelisks, and against the walls of all the temples which were standing 
at the time of the first and again at the time of the second change. The 
circumstances which induced these changes in the religious opinions of 
the ancient Egyptians are entirely unknown, as also the precise time and 
interval between the erasure and reinsertion of certain names ; yet they 
must have been considered of importance, otherwise so much pains and 
expense would not have been incurred to make these documents, public 
as they were, tally so precisely with them ; and therefore it would be very 
desirable that future travellers should examine the monuments with a 
view to detect them wherever they occur, by which means the circum- 
stances connected with each particular erasure and insertion might be 
reasonably conjectured. Hitherto, owing to the consummate artistic skill 
with which both erasures and insertions have been effected, on hard or 
soft stones alike, they have escaped observation. 

J. B. 
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Note. — The obelisk described by Mr. Bonomi is the tallest in Eg]^t, 
and at the same time in all probability the oldest, because those which 
bear the name of Osirtesen I. were most likely made by his namesake, 
Nectanebo. The inscriptions npon it are published in Burton's Excerpta 
Hieroglyphica^ On the middle of the three Unes of writing which run 
down its hce, it bears the names of Thothmosis I. and of Queen Mikera 
Amun-Nitocris, wife of Thothmosis 11. On the two side lines of writing it 
bears the names of Thothmosis III. and of the same queen. This veiy 
important lady was thus the colleague of two kings ; and her inscriptions 
and history are not a little curious. 

Ist. Eratosthenes translates her name Nitocris, as Minerva the victo- 
riom, which is part of her second oval (see fig. 82) spelt 
N T, Neith ; T R, or ChR, victorious. The Egyptian T 
has occasionally^ as in this name, the force of a guttural,^ 
and hence we find a confusion between it and the Gh or G. 
Eratosthenes further says that she governed Egypt for 
her husband^ which quite agrees with 
what we learn from the inscriptions^ 
from which she would seem to have been the governor 
of the kingdom during the greater part of two reigns. 

2nd. Strange to say, this lady, whose titles are 

always feminine, as *' mistress of the world, daughter of 

the sun," is here always sculptured in man's clothes (see 

fig. 88), a circumstance which we find explained by leam- 

^1 j^ ing, that while wife of Thothmosis 11. 

'f^K^ ^1? (^^ ^S* ^^^^ ^S ^^ Thebes, she was 

also a sovereign in her own right. 
8rd. Manetho tells us that Queen 

Nitocris was the last of the line of 

independent sovereigns of Memphis, 

and the builder of the third pyramid. Hence we learn from 

this obelisk, that it was her marriage with Thothmosis 11. 
that united Upper and Lower Egypt under one sceptre. This lady was 
queen consort of Upper Egypt and queen regnant of Lower Egypt. 
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4th. We moreover learn from numerous other inscriptions, that this 
union of the two kingdoms wp.s not brought about without some jealousy. 
For in most cases we find that when the name of Nitocris is met with cm a 
tablet, joined to that of either of her colleagues, Thothmosis 11. or Thoth- 
mosis m., one or other of the two names has been purposely cut out. 
Those who were attached to the Theban king destroyed the name of Nitocris, 
and those who were attached to the Memphite queen destroyed the name of 
Thothmosis. 

6th. Herodotus tells us, in apparent contradiction to Manetho, that the 
third pyramid was built by King Mycerinus. And when the third and fourth 
pyramids were lately opened, the name of King Mekora (see fig. 85) was 
found in both of them, with no mention of Queen Nitocris. But this con- 
tradiction may possibly be explained. Let us suppose that as Thothmosis 
and Nitocris were both sovereigns in their own right, one of Thebes and the 
other of Memphis, the two pyramids, the third and the fourth, may have 
been made one for each. The name of Mekora, found in each, though spelt 
with different characters, is nearly the same in sound as the first name of 
Queen Nitocris (see fig. 82), and hence it may have been the name used at 
Memphis by Thothmosis. 

6th, and lastly. Manetho's information is in part supported by Hero- 
dotus himself; for he tells us that some said that this third pyramid 
was built by a woman of the reign of King Amasis. His information 
confounds Nitocris, the queen of Thothmosis 11., with Nitocris the 
mother-in-law of Amasis; for we find from the inscriptions that the 
queen of Amasis was the daughter of a Queen Neith-acoret, or Nitocris. 
Thus the two accounts which were given to Herodotus are reconciled 
by our finding that Mikera, the colleague of Thothmosis, whom we suppose 
to be Mycerinus, and the mother-in-law of Amasis, were both named 
Nitocris. 

We further add the hieroglyphical name of King Thothmosis in. (see 
fig. 86), which is on the side lines of this obelisk ; and it will be seen that 
the guttural sound, which is always so puzzUng to nations who do not use 
it, will reconcile his first name with that found in the third pyramid. The 
one is spelt Me-ho-ra and the other Me-ko-ra (see fig. 85). The beetle is Ho, 
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and the three p&iiH of arms are Ko. At the same time the single pair of arm: 
in the queen's name is Ka, making her first name Mi-ka-ra. 
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The first name of Thothmosis HI., which we have been reading 
Me-ho-ra (see fig. S6), is also sometimes spelt Men-ho-ra ; and as the 
article Fh is often added in pronnnciation before Ra, the aun, it was then 
prononnced Menhophra. And it is from this name that we leam the date 
of this bdng, Thothmosis HI., and thence the dates of all the great kings of 
Thebes. The Sothic period of 1460 years, or four times 365 years, was 
the time dnring which the civil New Year's Day travelled all round the 
natural year for want of an intercalary day and a leap-year. This period 
came to an end in the year &.D. 188, in the beginning of the reign of 
Antoninas Pins ; and it began 1460 years earlier, in a.d. 1322. The time 
when it began vibb traditionally called the Era of Menhophra, and hence we 
leam this date of King Thothmosis lU. 

By the help of this date, we fis, with some little probability, the dates 
of the other early Egyptian kings : first, as Manetho tells as that Qneen 
Nitocris was the twelfth sovereign of Memphis after Chofo, we leam, by 
allowing abont twenty-seven and a half years to a reign, that the oldest 
pyramid was bnilt between b.c. 1700 and B.C. 1600 ; this we have already 
explained, when describing the pyramids, at Plate m. Secondly; the Tablet 
of Abydos tells ns that Bameses II. vaa seventh sovereign of Thebes after 
Thothmosis HI., which woold place BameseB n. between B.C. 1200 and 
B.C. 1100. 

We find no record in Egypt that tells as which was the king who drove 
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out the Israelites under Moses ; and the Bible only tells ns that he was 
called Pharaoh, the king, a title common to all. Hence we must determine 
it as well as we can by the circumstances told ns in the Bible. 

Ist. When Joseph's brethren came down into Eg3^t, the Shepherds 
were an abomination in the eyes of the Egyptians (Gen. xlyi. 84). Hence 
the war which had driven out that hated people was already past, and not 
forgotten. It was, therefore, after the reign of Amosis of Thebes, who freed 
Egypt from those foreigners. 

2nd. Four generations after, a king had arisen in Egypt who knew not 
Joseph (Exod. i. 8) ; who had never heard of the services which he had 
rendered to the former king of Lower Egypt, and which had earned so much 
favour for his £a.mily. This king, who ill-treated the Israelites and wished to 
have their male children killed at their birth, must have been of a new race 
altogether ; and such a king we find in Thothmosis HE. Lower Egypt, 
since the death of Nitocris, who had carried that kingdom to Thothmosis 11., 
king of Thebes, was no longer governed by a native sovereign. The king 
of Thebes may well have been ignorant of what the kings of Lower Egypt 
owed to Joseph. This then fixes the reign in which Moses was bom. It 
was under Thothmosis m. The brick of unbumt clay, represented at 
fig. 87, bears the stamp of his name, and is such a one as the Israelites 
were required to make (Exod. i. 14). 




Before the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, we read that, ** the 
King of Egypt died " (Exod. xi. 28) ; hence it was probably his son and 
successor, Amunothph 11., whose chariots pursued Moses, and were over- 
thrown in the Bed Sea. 

S. S. 
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This is a view taken from the top of the lower roof of the hall» and 
northwards across the centre avenne. The two colnnins on the right hand 
are those nearest the western entrance to the hall ; and the sloping wall on 
the left is that of the two towers of the gate. From this point we are made 
acquainted with the beantifol form of the capital, representing the expanded 
filaments of the pi^yrus plant — that important production of the Nile, which 
gave to Egypt, at so early a period, such incalculable advantages. At the base of 
the capital can be discovered those fibrous leaves that surround, in the same 
way, the root of the filaments in the natural plant. Many of these capitals 
retain a great deal of the colour by which the beauty of the form wbb 
enhanced ; but the deep shadow of the projecting rim obscures the lines by 
which these forms and colours were bounded, and, also a series of ovals 
containing the names of Bameses II. with which these capitals are adorned. 
Below the capital are the five bands, the second and fourth of which are 
painted blue ; and under the fifth is a narrow cavity likewise painted blue, 
representing the heavens. Below this last are the ovals containing the 
hieroglyphics of the names of Bameses II., the sacred asp between each, 
which like the oval is surmounted by a red disk and feathers ; while below 
the oval is that vase-like hieroglyphic, which is significant of the precious 
metals. (See fig. 88) . Then follows an enriched border, and then another blue 
band significative of the heavens ; under which, again, the ovals of Bameses IL 
surmounted with the disk and feathers of Truth, but without the inter- 
vening serpent. Then follows the sculpture representing Oimenepthah 
(see fig. 9) making ofierings to the principal divinities of the temple; 
namely, Ehem and Amun-ra. On the left is the sloping wall of the 
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towers of the western entnuice to this hall of colonms. Beyond, a series of 
the smaller oolnmns which sapported the lower roof ; and, lastly, ft piece 
of the nor^ flank wall of enormoas thicknees, in which is an ample etaiicaae 
to the roof. From the north face of this wall, at this point, was taken the 



cast on the landing of the staircase of the British Mnsenm, repreHentin^ 
Oimeoepthah I. enbdning those persevering enemies of Egypt who are 
called Tahnai in some of the inscriptions : a race of people of light com- 
plexioD, bine eyes, and gigantic etatore, and wearing two remarkable locks 
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of lioir. (See fig. 39.) The sculptures on the 
ontdde of tMs wall are in admirable preser- 
TatioQ, owing to the northem surface being lees 
subject to those vicissitudes of temperature which 
affect the southern wall. Both, however, are 
decorated with a series of sculptures of the 
greatest historical interest, representing chiefly 
incidents of battle with various peoples, in which 
the sovereign was personally engaged. There are 
three series of these large Egyptian rilievi, only 
a few of which have been drawn, and many not 
yet completely uncovered. 

J. B. 



Note. — The bands marked by the sculptor ronnd these columns, imme- 
diately below the capital, are here out of place ; they are a borrowed ornament 
taken from the column which imitates a cluster of papyrus stalks, in which 
the sculptured bands represent those which would be needed to hold a 
dnster of stalks together. In the case of this colonin, which is in imitation 
of a single stalk of papyrus, no bands are needed. By the same mode of 
reasoning we may judge that the capital of a Oreek column is borrowed from 
this Egyptian column, which is a papyrus stalk, and naturally bears a papyrus 
flower at the top ; but the Ctreek column is not the stem of a plant, and 
yet its capital is sometimes formed of leaves as if it were so. The Oreek 
column also has a fillet or band round it, which is only in its true place on 
a column of clustered stalks. 

The Arabs, against whom Oimenepthah I. is fighting, as described by 
Mr. Bonomi, do not seem always to have been enemies of Egypt. Other 
* inscriptions count them among the four races of subjects ; namely, Ethiopians, 
Thebans or Copts, Lower Egyptians, and Arabs. 



PLATE XXXV. 



iippl^ of jiarnaL — df olumna with (|apitala in 
Jmilalion of fttlWIoufn |ajgraa. 

Two of the same colrmms appear in this view that were described in the last ; 
but here, in the more distant one, we have ahnost a geometrical delineation 
of the beoatifdl cnrre which the Egyptian architect has giyen to the profile 
of this capital, as well as farther details of the ornament engraved on its 
sxntace ; namely, the leaTes at the base of the capital, and the ascending 
filaments terminating in flowers and bnds. All these significant ornamental 
lines were likewise adorned with their proper colours, adding a grace and 
richness to the architecture that it is impossible to conceive without having 
seen. Stretching from the abacus of one column to the other in the 
direction of the avenue is one of the two architrave stones. Its length is 
twenty-five feet ; its width, five ; and depth, ten feet. The curved form of 
the under sur&ce is the efifect of accident or violence. The roof-stones that 
stretched across the central avenue resting on these architrave blocks, must 
have measured more than thirty feet, but none of these are in situ. How 
these immense blocks w^re raised seventy feet above the floor of the temple, 
we have no conception, for in none of the blocks is there any trace of the 
means employed to raise them, such as lewis holes or semicircular farrows, 
as there are in the blocks of the temples of Greece and Sicily. 

J. B. 



Note. — The late Mr. Bobert Stephenson, the eminent engineer, who had 
been much in Egypt, was of opinion that the stones of these temples were 
moved on rollers, up inclined planes of sand, and thus placed in their proper 
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places ; and tiiat the temple, when its top-stones were being placed, was in 
appearance one vast sand-heap. As soon as the last stone was in its place, 
the sand was removed, and there appeared to the world a finished building 
needing only the scolptored details, which were then first drawn, and after- 
wards cut apon the walls. 

S. S. 




A king, from the architrare stone of a temple, 
hastening to the sacrifice. 
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i^fmpU nf Siarnah. — (lolunma nrilh (^a^ttala in 

(Imitation of |a|rgrua §nd. 

This is a view on the north side of the centre, the observer standing in the 
seventh transverse avenne and looking westward. Here again we see how 
the former consistent decoration 6{ those bud-shaped capitals has been 
de&ced, as the architect would esteem it, with the legends and names of 
Bameses lY. (See fig. 81). To the historian, however, this substitution 
of the names and titles of a king who, but for this repetition, would have 
been unknown, is highly valuable, as it fills up a space in the history of the 
country, which otherwise must have been left to conjecture or entirely 
unknown. And this substitution of names and titles for ornament, however 
appropriate if already known, is &r less damaging to the interests of either 
study, than that of obliterating one king's name for the insertion of another, 
as before noticed in some of the buildings in Western Thebes, and on the 
obelisk of Thothmes on this side of the Nile. 

J. B. 
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PLATE XXXVIL 



i^h£ fall([n (ShM, ani the (Shi hK of ilihothmoata it. 

at HaijitaL 

This is a view looking northwards^ the spectator standing at the south 
end of the court of the large obelisks. The upper part of the southern 
obelisk lies on the ground, with its apex towards the spectator. By whom 
and when this extraordinary work of art was thrown down and broken into 
fragments is entirely unknown. From this fragment, Mr. Robert Hay pro- 
cured the mould out of which the cast on the staircase of the British 
Museum was made ; and there it may be seen, as well as in this beautiful 
photograph, that the figure of Amun on the apex has been inserted in the 
place of a former divinity, who likewise wore a cap decorated with long 
feathers : for if the former figure had not been habited in a similar head- 
dress to the present, there would have been no necessity for lowering the 
surfiftce of the granite so much above the head of the figure. The same 
obliterations and reinsertions occur on the standing obelisk, as may be easily 
discerned on the spot with an opera-glass — ^but so skilfully executed that they 
escaped the observation of BoseUini and GhampoUion, who have published 
the inscriptions on its four sides without suspecting that there had been any 
change* Nor was it ascertained, till the cast which is now in the British 
Museum was made ; and it yet remains to be found out when and on what 
occasion these particular defacements were done, and when and on what 
occasion the reinsertions, as they now appear, were made. 

One circumstance respecting these changes, as fieur as regards these 
particular monuments, is, that it is certain that both obelisks were standing 
on their pedestals, as the northernmost is at this moment ; and therefore a 

101 



XXXVIL— FALLEN OBELISK, AND THE OBELISK OF THOTHMOSIS n. 



scaffolding reaching to the Teiy apex (see fig. 40) must have heen erected, 

both for the purpose of the obli- 
teration and for the reinsertion; 
and consequently it would be un- 
reasonable to conclude — especially 
when we take into consideration 
that the names of the same divini- 
ties, whenever they are found on 
monunients anterior and of the 
age of these obelisks, have likewise 
been obliterated and reinserted — 
that the occasions were occasions 
of small importance; and we 
should look in vain, in the history 
of the country, for events of suffi- 
cient religious or political weight. 




Fig. 40. 



if we except the invasion and expulsion of the Hiksos, the seven years of 
plenty and &mine in the time of the Son of Israel, or the circumstances 
attending the Exodus. Which or how many of these important events, 
recorded in the histories of the country, are connected with these signficant 
marks on the monuments remains yet to b(B reasoned out, for hitherto the 
monuments have not been critically examined with a view to the elucidation 
of this curious subject. It may be mentioned, that obliterations and inser- 
tions of the names of the same divinities occur on the obelisk in the Piazza 
St. Giovanni Laterano in Bome. One other remark in coimection with this 
curious inquiry which is illustrated by the two beautiful statues of lions in 
our national collection brought fix)m Ethiopia by the present Duke of 
Northumberland, and that is, the inscriptions on the plinth exhibit the obli- 
terations, but not the subsequent insertions ; whether because during the 
interval these statues were taken to Ethiopia and thus escaped the conse- 
quence of the subsequent event, is not known. To the left is a row of ten 
Osiride figures ; these statues seem to have at one time supported the roof 
of a portico surrounding the court and at some subsequent period built 
into the wall, and a row of colunms substituted in their stead. 
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The dilapidations in this part of the ruins of Eamak are so great that 
it has hitherto been impossible, and still is without making extensive and 
well directed excavations, to explain either the former or latter plan. Much 
light might be thrown on the dronmstances attending the changes in the 
religions opinions as well as the architectural contrivances with which they 
were possibly connected. 

J. B. 




Supposed restomtioii of the great Sphinx. 
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PLATE XXXVIII. 



jjfide tifuj of tk (©Ir^Iiah al |iarnah. 

So beantifully distinct is this photograph, that we here see some of the alter- 
ations described by Mr. Bonomi on the last Plate. The head-dress of the 
god Amun-ra may be seen to be cut on a hollowed sorfiEiice below the bee of 
the stone; both on the small pyramid at the top of the obelisk, and again on 
the left-hand column of sculpture below the pyramid. , Though the casts from 
this sculpture, on the landing-place in the British Museum, are of the size 
of the originals, yet for want of a good light, this curious alteration, 
which is of historic importance, cannot be there seen so easily as in our 
photograph. The large hawk which stands at the head of the middle row of 
sculpture is the word Pharaoh, or rather the word Ouro, king; which with the 
Coptic article prefixed becomes Pa-ouro, the king : th6 well-known title of 
the Egyptian sovereigns, so often used in the Bible. 

S. S. 
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■«o** 



This is a Tiew of those two square granite blocks that stand in the small 
court before the granite sanctuary ; and of which we have already seen the 
east fiaces in view, Plate XXIX. As was before stated, that block, to the 
south or right-hand of the entrance to the granite sanctuary, was decorated 
with figures of the papyrus or flower of the south ; and the block, to the 
north or left-hand of the entrance, with the papyrus or flower of the north. 
It follows, then, as the figures of the papyrus of the south are sculptured on 
the block nearest to the spectator, that he is looking northwards. The 
capitals of the columns of the Ptolemaic and Boman temples of Egypt are 
mostly composed of a combination of these two flowers ; and usually with a 
third, representing the bud of the ordinary or northern papyrus. These 
two gracefully adorned monoliths are about 20 feet high. As before stated, 
the two surfaces at right angles with those seen in this view are divided 
into compartments, in which is represented Thothmosis HI. being received, 
by the divinities of the temples comprised in these ruins of Eamak. From 
somewhere in this vicinity was brought that monolith in the British 
Museum. It is a remarkable instance, which may be seen and studied 
with all convenience, of that change in the religious opinions of the ancient 
Egyptians so frequently alluded to. It represents the same Pharaoh as 
that on the monoliths of the photograph, being conducted into the temple 
by two divinities, Mandoo-ra and Athor ; but as this subject is repeated 
on both sides of the block of granite, it forms a group of six figures. 
It will be observed, on examining this work, that the figures of the divinities 
are in a difierent style of sculpture, and in lower relief than the figures 
of the king ; and this is because the original divinities had been violently 
broken at the time of their falling into discredit, and subsequently re-carved 
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out of what was left, stipplying portions (which were attached by cramps 
to the shonlders of the two male figures) when these divinities were again 
restored to pnbhc favoor. 

The opening in the wall through which the view of the granite blocks 
is obtained was made by violence, and it is almost miraculous that the 
two courses of stones above the opening should not yet have fallen; for 
to nothing else but the accidental lateral pressure of the blocks can their 
present position be attributed. The sur&ce of the wall is covered with beauti- 
fully executed Egyptian bassi-rilievi representing the king making ofiering 
to various • divinities. To the right is a piece of the wall of the granite 
sanctuary, and the ends of the sandstone blocks that form an upper 
roof for that building. 

It should be mentioned that the defacement in the lower part of the 
southern or nearer monolith is occasioned by the corrosive nature of the 
nitrous earth in which it had been buried for so many ages, and which 
has only lately been removed by M. Mariette. 

Quite in the foreground is the lower part of a column composed of 
a greater number of papyrus stalks than is usual, and of which there is 
no perfect example now extant. At the base of these stalks can be 
discerned those close-fitting leaves that grow at the base of the natural 
plant. To understand the view, we refer the student to the plan. 

J. B. 



Note. — Upon the altar, or monolith, described above by Mr. Bonomi, 
in the British Museum, it would seem as if the figure once standing beside 
the king had been the god Amun-ra, the great god of Thebes ; whose name 
and figure had been changed, at some time when art had very much declined 
in excellence, into Mandoo-ra, a god worshipped chiefly in the Delta, though 
not exclusively. When this religious change was made upon the several 
monuments, is doubtful. It may indeed have been made so soon, that 
the second change of replacing the name of Amun-ra upon some of them 
may have been, as Mr. Bonomi supposes, the work of Bameses 11. But 
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the very bad style of workmanship with which the figure of Mandoo-ra 
has been cut^ leads me to think it was done much later. I would con- 
jecture that Amun-ra was set aside to make way for Mandoo-ra, when 
the kings of Mendes were masters of Egypt, about b.o. 400 ; and that 
the second change Df giving again to Amun-ra his own honours, was not 
made till the time of the Greek kings, the Ptolemies, when the sanctuary 
of Kamak was repaired. The figure of one of the two goddesses has also 
been cut down with those of the god, and it helps us to put a date upon the 
alterations here made. The three new and rude figures have not got the 
flat stomach of the early Egyptian statues ; and in this respect, while they 
show a bad style of art, they show a better knowledge of the human figure. 
This, also, would lead us to think that the new figures were cut after the 
&11 of Thebes. 

S. S. 
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i^hit ^mifit ojl (&mti\i ai{ ^eponthis. 

Th£8E rains are situated on the west bank of the river, aboat ten miles south 
of Thebes. The columns of this temple, like those of Esne, Edfn, and 
other temples of the latter Greek and Roman kings of Egypt, are of a more 
slender proportion than those of the temples built by the Pharaohs or 
native kings. The capitals of these columns are of the composite varieties 
frequently found in the buildings of this epoch, and of exceedingly 
excellent workmanship. In the Lower Empire, this temple was con- 
verted into a Christian church of great importance, as may be judged fix>m 
the remains; and there is still here, and in the neighbouring villages, a con- 
siderable Christian population. And here may be observed a Httle nicety, 
well exhibited in the photograph, respecting the form of the stalks which 
descend from the di£ferent flowers of which the capital is formed. 
Those which proceed from the buds and the expanded papyrus are nearly 
round, while those which proceed from the flower resembling that on the 
granite block on the south of the sanctuary of Eamak are angular. On the 
shaft of the nearest column is a figure of the celebrated beauty and queen, 
Cleopatra, making an offering to one of the divinities of the temple ; and on 
the second column is that of her son, Csesarion, making an offering to the 
bull-headed diviniiy. Basis, to whom, with Mandoo, this temple seems to 
have been dedicated. The hieroglyphical decorations have suffered very 
much from wilful defia^sement. There is much still to be learned from these 
Oradco-Egyptian temples, respecting the mythology of the Egyptians, con- 
siderably modified in the style of the inscriptions and figures that appear on 
the walls of temples of this and the Roman period, from that of the ancient 
Pharaohism. 
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Between the temple and the Nile is an artificial lake lined wiUi 

masonry) in which the waters of the inondation are atill retained for some 

time after they have left the surroimding fields. This lake so mach 

resembles a libation-stone in the British Moseom, that it migBt be 

taken for a small model of 

the artificial lake or tank 

of ^ennonthiB, that we have 

given it in the margin (see 

fig. 41). ' The four flights 

of steps preceding, as in 

the model, existed in Uie 

time of Denon, as may be 

verified by his sketch ; but, 

of late jeam, so much stone 

has been carried away &om 

Fig. 41. these ruins for the constmc- 

tion of factories, that the 

likeness to the ancient model is now hardly traceable. 

In a similar lake to this were kept the tame crocodiles at Dendera. 

J. B. 



Note. — Mandoo, the god of this temple, woold seem to have belonged, 
originally, to Lower Egypt, though not nnknown in Thebes in the time of 
Barneses n. But it ia only in the later days that we find temples boilt for 
his worship^in the npper country. We have already seen, in examining 
Qneen Nitocris's obehsk at Eamak, that, when Thebes fell &om its 
high rank, Mandoo-ra nsurped the place of Amun-ra, on some of the 
monuments of that once proud city ; and that afterwards, nndei the first 
Ptolemies, the priests of Thebes were allowed to displace Mandoo-ra, 
and give back to Amun-ra his own honours. Now, in the reign of 
Cleopatra, in the year b.o. 40, we find from this temple that his worship, 
driven out of Thebes, had settled here at Hermonthis, eight miles higher 
up the river. 



XL. — THE TEMPLE OF ERMENT OB HEBMONTHIS. 



(^31 



Cleopatra's elder brother and colleague on the throne was drowned 
in the year B.C. 47; her younger brother and second 
colleague was murdered in the year b.o. 44. As this 
temple is dedicated in the name of the queen and her 
son, CaBsarion, the child of Julius CsBsar, it must have 
been finished after the death of both her brothers. 
Fig. 42 contains the names of the queen and her son, ^& ^^' 

spelt Kleopatras and Caisaros, both words being in the Greek genitive 
case. 

S. S. 
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-•O^ 



|ari of the ^>^m]fi^ sf %orm (Smks. 

This is a view looking sonih, of part of one of the towers of the gateway 
which led to the temples of Ombos. These ruins are situated on the east 
bank of the Nile, and are called by the Arabs Eomombo, haying added to 
the original word the epithet komy hill ; as in fact it is, the sand from the 
desert having invaded the locality, and buried the temple nearly to its 
roof. Here it may be said that we have entered the sandstone formation, 
of which the sand now encumbering this ruin is the d6bris. Added to this 
catastrophe the Nile is making daily inroads on this eastern bank, and has 
already, by undermining the soil, hurled down the other tower of this 
gateway ; and is gradually burying beneath its waves a small temple which, 
a few years ago, stood near the shore, in almost its primitive beauty, rich 
in coloured sculpture of the Ptolemaic period. The stream is excessively 
rapid at this spot, especiaUy during the inundation, so that no boat can be 
moored close to the ruin : and agreeably to the law of rivers, this bank 
presents a steep ascent, while the opposite coast is flat and shelving. 
Indeed an island is in the course of formation on the opposite coast, the 
shore of which is rich in small fragments of brick and pottery ; showing the 
violent action of the current on the bank above Ombos, and prognosticating 
the entire submersion of the whole of these ancient buildings at no distant 
period. The block of masonry before us appears to be part of the inside 
surface of the tower, to the left hand of the gate. A series of square holes 
have been cut in it for the insertion of beams of wood, after the temple 
ceased to be regarded sacred, and became the abode of Christian monks. 
The figure of Ptolemy Auletes is three times repeated ; in the upper com- 
partment offering to Amun and possibly Isis ; in the second, to Aroeris and 
Isis ; in the third, to Isis and Pthah. 
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The Tery black shadow proceeding from the tower is not owing entirely 
to the absence of light, but partly to the colour of the material on which 
the shadow ialls, it being the remains of a crude brick wall made of the dark 
earth of Egypt. This wall beginning from the left-hand tower of this stone 
gateway encircled all the sacred buildings of Ombos, joining the tower on 
the right-hand of the gateway, whose stones form a confused mass sloping 
with a rapid inclination into the river. In this crude brick waU, of great 
thickness, is inserted a small stone gateway which belonged to the ancient 
temple, bearing the names of Thothmes m., and the queen who erected the 
large obelisks of Eamak. Bosellini gives a view of this gate, of sufficient 
size to make the hieroglyphics in the ovals, to any one who will take the 
trouble to compare, unmistakably the same as those in the ovals of those 
obelisks ; and hence establishing the fact of the existence in this spot of a 
temple in the time of the Pharaohs, 1350 years before our era ; and rebuilt 
again, about 1200 years afterwards, by the Ptolemy above mentioned. 

J- B. 



Note. — The figures in this photograph are large enough to show the 
style of the Egyptian artists under the Ptolemies when drawing the human 
figure, which was far removed from the simplicity which we observe in the 
older statues. In the female figures the dress is tight and transparent, 
meant to show the form ; which here swells unnaturally, with an affectation 
of grace and beauty, which is much less pleasing than the straight stiffiiess 
of the old statues. The god Pthah is, as usual, swaddled like a mummy. 
The king's apron or petticoat is held out by a wooden frame, like the hoops 
now worn by ladies. This frame is seen, yet more clearly, in the statues in 
the British Museum. 

This temple of Ombos was begun by Ptolemy Philometor, and finished 
by this kirg Ptolemy Auletes. See his name, fig. 28. 

S. S. 
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ADYANCiNa a few steps farther up the sandy slope, we shall arrive at this 
view of the principal temple, which, as we perceive, is buried up to the 
stone in which the pivots of the gates were inserted. This portico is remark- 
able for being divided by a central column into two entrances ; and accord- 
ingly we see two winged globes, one over each gate, the column at the 
right being that sustaining the two central architrave stones. To have 
placed a column in the centre of a portico, giving access but to one shrine, 
would have been an architectural inconsistency of which no Egyptian 
architect would have been guilty ; and we find that this portico gave access to 
two separate shrines : in one, Savak, the crocodile-headed divinity, was 
worshipped ; and in the other, Aroeris, the hawk-headed god ; the former 
being, as it would appear, the more important — the inhabitants of Ombos 
worshipping the crocodile, on the principle that the Chinese worship the 
god of evil, to implore him to avert calamities of wliich he himself is the 
author ; and there is a curious story preserved in a Latin author of the 
deadly contest between the people of this place and Tentyris or Dendera, 
who entertained a different opinion respecting the crocodile -headed 
divinity. This contest between the people of the different cities and 
names, seems to have been alluded to in Isaiah (chap. xix. v. 2),^ in which 
chapter also is hinted the entire disappearance of the papyrus plant, so 
important, and, as we may judge, so esteemed a production. On the 
architrave stone, resting on the front column and the one immediately 
behind it, may be seen the crocodile-headed divinity sitting between two 
hawks with extended wings. 

In the foreground are some fine blocks of stone, &llen at no distant 
period. Those two hiding the shaft of the column, and near to which the 
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standing figure of an Arab boatman affords some idea of their dimensions, 
are tlie architrave and cornice stones that rested on that column and its 
companion on this side. Still more in the foreground is another enormous 
block, forming the cornice or curvetto moulding of the next architrave. Of 
the dimensions of this block the man sitting gives a good notion. 

This block is decorated with the three stripes likened to the triglyphs 
of a Greek temple, and between each triglyph the ovals containing the 
name and titles of Ptolemy Philometor, by whom this double shrine was 
begun, and continued by his successors Physcon and Auletes. On the flat 
surfiM^e of the top of the curvetto is a Greek inscription, of which the 
translation is, '^ For the good of the King Ptolemy and Queen Cleopatra, his 
sister;* gods Philometores, and their children; the infantry, cavalry, and 
the others, in the Ombite nome ; this temple has been erected to the great 
god Aroeris Apollo, and to the con-templar gods for their benevolence 
towards them." 

J. B. 



Note. — Fig. 43 is the first name of King Ptolemy Philometor. It may 
be translated, '' Son of the two gods Epiphanes, approved by Pthah and 
Horus, like Ba and Amun." 

S. S. 




Fig. 43. 
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This view affords a good notion of the elaborate form of the Egyptian 
capital of the column to the left of the entrance of the shrine of Sayak, the 
crocodile-headed god of Ombos. Precisely the same form of capital occurs 
again on the right of the entrance to the shrine of Aroeris, the hawk- 
headed god. Complicated as this variety may appear, it will be found to be 
constructed with a common-sense consistency that a single diagram can 
render intelligible. It is composed of the flowers of a water-plant (see 
figs. 44 and 45), bound together round a common 
centre in five tiers, according to the order of their 
growth. The first tier consists of four large, full- 
grown specimens. The second, of eight ; the third, 
of sixteen ; the fourth, of thirty-two ; the fifth, of 
sixty-four. Each flower sends down its own particular 
stalk to be bound by five horizontal bands. When 
this capital is found in a perfect condition with its 
yarious colours, the design appears less complicated 
and the beauty of the composition greatly enhanced. 
No colour, however, remains on any of the capitals, 
for the temple was never entirely finished, as here 
and there in the soffits may be seen the squares that 
had been ruled for drawing out the work to be 
sculptured. 

In the foreground are the two enormous blocks 
that formed the architrave and cornice that rested partly on that column 
and its companion, to the left of which there are no remains above the sand. 
These two blocks are the same as those that obstruct the view of this 
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Fig. 44. 
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XUn. — THE TEMPLE OF KOUM OMBOS — THE PORTICO. 

colnnm in the last photograph. The row of holes at the base of the stone 
forming the corvetto were probably for the insertion of beams. The 
ornament on the toms, and the hieroglyphics on the frieze, are well rendered. 
And here may be remarked the different proportion that these members of 
the entablature bear to each other when compared with the Pharaohnic 
temple of Medinet-Habou. The two figures enable the mind to form some 
idea of the stupendous masonry of this temple. 

J.B. 
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PLATE XLIV. 



-•o«- 



(!p0kmns at %aim (Smirks, with (^m^aziti d^apttale. 

This is a view of the central column of the doable entrance ; and that 
massive constmction buried in the sand nearly up to where the pivots 
were inserted, sustained the weighty bronze valves of both entrances. This 
capital is composed of the same water-plant as its two companions, but 
there are only four tiers ; and consequently sixty-four flowers and stalks 
fewer than in the capitals on each side. The single square block that 
fitted into that rectangular space, and completed the curvetto moulding, 
has been wantonly thrown down. The photograph gives an accurate 
delineation of the rough surfiEuse to which it adhered. The column behind 
has a capital composed of two varieties of the papyrus and the buds of the 
plant, altogether of a much more complicated structure than the two already 
described, which we may have an opportunity of explaining if we should 
meet with an example less obscured. 

Between the central and the two columns to the right appears a little 
piece of the crude brick wall that surrounded the sacred buildings of 
OmboB, to which the pylon, now half fiEdlen into the river, gave access. 

J. B. 
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PLATE XLY. 



This is a view looking northwards. The nearest column is in the second 
row of this portico. Its capital represents a single folly expanded papyras : 
but it has not that gracefol^ elegant contour of those specimens of this 
ancient order in the central avenue of Eamak. Near to this column can be 
seen a portion of the capital of one of the columns of the third row, which is 
again of another variety of the composite order. 

In the foreground we have a mass of stone, part of the architrave of a 
nearer column ; and a Uttle fiuther the cornice belonging to the entablature 
of the column to the left. 

Under it are sitting the captain and two sailors, their &ces, as usual, 
as much as possible, turned away from the camera, because their likenesses 
should not be known to the Angel Gabriel, in order that, at the day of 
judgment, he should not say to them, '' This is your image, and this is your 
image, and this likewise. Divided, therefore, be your soul into as many 
pieces, to animate these images ; and be content with what is left for your 
share/* 

J.B. 



Note. — On the cornice, beside the name of Ptolemy Auletes, is that 
of his daughter Cleopatra Trypheena, who for one year, B.C. 67, governed 
Egypt as queeUi while her father, who had fled to Rome from his offended 
subjects, was begging the senate for an army to replace him on the throne. 



S. S. 
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PLATE XLVI. 



<|0litttms at %mm ^mba% itrith ^h^Ms of |uU4t0imt 

The nearest column^ immediately in the foreground, against which the 
captain and a sailor, more bold than the rest, are sitting, has a capital 
imitating the palm. The next is the papyrus capital described in the 
last, on the shaft of which, guarded by two urai, or sacred asps, is the oval 
containing the name of Ptolemy Neus Dionysus. It occurs just over the 
head of a man who entertains a superstitious reverence or dread respecting 
the conunonly received legend about the day of judgment, and has 
therefore turned his back to the camera. There most likely has been 
a conversation respecting the matter, some subtlety of argument produced, 
as to how much the sun is implicated, which has emboldened some and 
terrified others. Behind this colunm is that to the right of the entrance to 
the shrine of Aroeris. 

J. S. 



Note. — The oval containing the king's name on both these columns is 
upheld by two asps, or sacred serpents, of the cobra capella species. This 
animal has the power of raising its ribs, and swelling its chest, as here 
represented. Its fore part stands upright from the ground ; the loose skin 
about its head gives to it the appearance of a crown, and hence its name, 
basilisk, or wrceus^ meaning the royal serpent. This, with the Egyptians, 
was the serpent of good, and must be distinguished from the serpent 
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XLVL— COLUMNS AT SOUM OMBOS. 

of evil, with which it is often placed in opposition. In the npper row 
of sculptures on the second colamn, the king's name alternates with the 
figure of a man sitting on one heel^ and holding in each hand a notched 
stick or palm branch, which is the hieroglyphic for the " year." By this 
the king was entitled, ** Lord of the years.'* 

S. S. 
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PLATE XLTIL 



(!(jilitnms at $oum ®r(Aoi rxM |alm-l£Hf (!(Bpiial». 

View from within flie portico looking BoathTords. The most dietant 
colamc IB that which waa the most near in ihe last picture, namely, the 
palm capital (see fig. 46). Rembrandt himBelf coold not hare desired 
a more effectire piece of ohiaro-Bcnro than this beantifd photograph die- 
playB. In the extreme distance is a piece of the brick wall, and pic- 
tnrcsqiiely posed against the fine cotnmn is an Arab lad, who takes care 
not to look at the camera. This capital, which is of a rare ancient type, 
is amnsingly divided into nine branches, each face being 40"^ of the circle. 
See fig. 47. The elements of which this capital is constructed are those 
of fig. 48. 




Pig. 4«. 



Fig. 47. 



Fig.4B. 



Then we have the papyruB capital, and between the two, the column 
behind the one which sapports the entablature of the entrance to the ehrine 
of the hawk-headed god. This capital is formed of two different pUnts 
and bads arranged in five tiers, viz., four papyri folly expanded; then 
four of the plant of Upper Egypt ; then eight lesser folly expanded papyri ; 
then sixteen lesaer of Upper Egypt ; and lastly, thirty-two bods. 

J. B. 
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PUTE XLVIII. 



Bum throiijh ilij |mitiro at lottm ®mIroii. 

Tbi8 is a view lookmg southwards down the second aTenae, or between 
the second and third row of colamns. To the left is the wall at the 
back of the portico, in which are the entrances to the two shrines. Thia 
wall is sormoonted hy the usual curvetto ; but above that is a row of 
serpents with disks on their heads. It is on this wall that the Greek 
inscriptioB already qaoted is engraved. There is a good sample of this 
decoration, representing serpents looking over the wall to goard the sacred 
edifice, in the Crystal Palace, and also in the British Mnseom, in one 
of those blocks of basalt for min g the intercolnnmar wall of the monolith 
temple, mentioned by Herodotna, at Sais, which has been engraved (see 
fig. 49), as giving a very tolerable general notion of the faqade of an 



Fig. 49. 

Egyptian temple, and one of which it is shrewdly conjectured we have 
BO many fragments in our own national repository. 

The last row of colamns have capitals of a constmction of which 
tiiere are no other examples extant, not composed of the Qsnal elements, 
nor so consistently combined. 

J. B. 



XLVUL — ^VIEW THBOUGH THE PORTICO AT KOUM OMBOS. 

Note. — Our woodcut will explain the form of the portico in most of the 
Egyptian temples. The roof is flat, the ontside of the wall slopes slightly 
backwards like the side of a hill, the inside of the wall is upright. This 
giyes a great appearance of strength ; the columns are four, six, or eight 
in number, according to its size. In front of it stand two obelisks, or 
stone needles. Originally the space between the columns was open, so 
that everybody could see the ceremonies which took place under the 
portico. This is the form of the temple at Rebek; but afterwards, in 
order to mark the separation between the priests and the laity, a low 
wall was raised, so as to block up every intercolumnar space except 
the middle one; and that was closed by a door. Thus the public was 
shut out from a sight of what was passing within. These intercolumnar 
walls are always ornamented with the same class of sculptures ; so much so, 
that of two small slabs in basalt in the British Museum, we are able to 
pronounce that they are intercolumnar walls of a small temple, or model of 
a temple, twelve feet high. Further, in one of the museums of Bome there is 
a third slab of the same size, and with the same sculpture, which no doubt 
belonged to the same little temple. We have also in the British Museum 
two small obelisks of basalt, which might have stood in front of it, and the 
capital of a column of the same stone. By the help of these stones we 
are able to reconstruct our temple as seen in the woodcut. The darker 
portions show the stones which we possess, the Ughter portions are drawn 
by analogy from other temples. And having thus reconstructed it, we 
are enabled to say, that this is the very temple described by Herodotus 
as the wonderful monolith temple of Sais ; not indeed, of a single block 
of stone, but having every part one single block. The lighter parts of 
our woodcut, being the stones not known to be in the museums of Europe, 
are no doubt safe buried under the mounds of Sais, awaiting the enterprise 
of some travellers to dig them up — under mounds which give to the ruins of 
that city the name of Sa-el-hager, or Sais the stony. 

S. S. 
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PLATE XLIX. 



Tms view is taken from the hill of sand at the back of the temple, looking 
directly across the Nile towards the west. How deceiyed were the Greek 
kings in the choice of the locality for this magnificent woiic ; and how 
deceived would the chronologist be who should found any arrangement on 
the antiquity of the earth, or the antiquiiy of the building, from data 
famished by the condition of this temple. Undermined from the west by the 
approach of the river, and buried from the east by the encroachment of the sand 
of the Arabian desert, this landmark of history, this witness of the greatness 
and wealth of the Ptolemies, will, at no distant time, entirely disappear. 
Twenty years is usually as nothing in the silent geological changes that 
are going on ; but in this spot it counts as much as twenty hundreds 
in others. A similar geological change is taking place, but with less 
rapidity, in another ancient locality, but seldom visited by travellers because 
of the distance from the bank of the river ; and this is at a place north of 
Thebes, called by the natives Araba-el-Medfuna. In this instance it is the 
Libyan desert which has advanced and buried to the roof «i ancient temple 
built by the fiELther of Bameses 11 ; and here the river, instead of acting in 
concert with the land, has apparently receded and left a considerable 
territory of productive soil. The ancient buildings and tombs in that 
locality are the most intact of any in Egypt, from the circumstance of their 
being buried, and that in very ancient times : so remarkable is the aspect of 
the place and the fact of the complete burial of the ancient structure, that it 
has obtdned the epithet el-Medfana, the buried. The largest temple as yet 
discovered in this capital of the Thinite Nome, possesses a feature not 
known in any other now existing, and that is a row of arches built of 
approaching stones, possibly intended to be imitated by the son and successor 

131 



XLIX. — GENERAL VIEW OF KOUM OMBOS. 

of this Pbaraoh in the brick constructionB Bnrroiinding the Memnoniom^ 
possessed by no otber temple, if we except only the crude brick arch attached 
to the small temple called Dayr-el-Medinet. 

In the foregroondy near the two sitting figures, may be remarked the 
finely delineated nndulatoiy Bnrfia,oe of the sand, as efiected by the almost 
constant strong north wind which blows for nine months down the valley of 
the Nile from the Mediterranean ; and how, at the north side of the temple, 
the sand is scooped out and carried to the south side ; and yet how surely 
and gradually the whole is being buried, but, perhaps, not before the Nile 
will have thrown down the remaining tower of the gateway to the left of the 
picture, and menaced the portico of the temple. We may notice the foot- 
prints in the sand as distinct from the wave-like effect of the wind, and how 
much more numerous the footprints are on the south side of the temple 
than on the north, because it is in that direction that the boat of the 
explorer is moored : the velocity of the stream rendering it impossible to 
secure the boat anywhere near the temple, except just above, where the 
stream impinges with such violence against the bank. We will notice, 
also, how carefully the Arab turns his back to the camera, instructed by 
the universally accepted Mohammedan legend before alluded to. 

J. B. 
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PLATE L. 



i«o«- 



General view of the quarries of Hager Silsilis, looking southward. At 
this part of Egypt the valley of the Nile is so narrowed as to admit of 
little or no cnltivation ; for both banks are formed of sandstone rocks, which 
every here and there advance into the river. The stone of these quarries 
is of a remarkably regular formation. In one part, on this western bank, 
are some extensive excavations, chambers and chapels for the workmen, as 
well as tablets of great historical and religious interest. The name of the 
place is derived from a Coptic word signifying a chain, which happens to 
resemble the Arabic word for the same thing. It is to this circumstance 
that a tradition has grown up, and is well supported in the imagination of 
the Arabs by a remarkable piece of rock that resembles a nail-head or 
a colossal mushroom. To this rock, say the Arab boatmen, was attached 
a chain, which was stretched across the river by Pharaoh to prevent the 
boats passing that were laden with com for the fisdthful in Lower Egypt. 
This remarkable piece of rock has acquired this mushroom form by having 
been so cut by the quarrymen, who left it standing in the middle of the 
quarryi bearing the original surfiEice of the hill, and thus serving as an index 
of the extent of their labours. 

In this view, the winding river and distant banks are charmingly 
represented. 

J.B. 



133 



L. — SANDSTONB QUABEIES AT HAOEB SILSILIB. 

Note. — The range of motrntoinB which press cpoB the river at Bilsilis veie 
prohably the boondai; hetween the little kingdoms of Thebes and Elephan- 
tine, before the whole of Upper Egjpt fell under the more powerfiil sceptre 
of Thebes. This noion took place abont B.C. 1450, one handred ye&rs 
before Lower Egypt fell and the two countries became one kingdom. 

S. S. 
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PLATE LI. 



JJandstoitt (|nai[rti[8 at lajgi[r JJHailiB— (Hmral tum- 

The Yast quantities of stone that have been taken out of this quarry may be 
estimated by the proportion the figures bear to the cuttings near to which 
they stand ; and the beautiful quality of the stone^ by the smoothness of the 
sur&ce and the sharpness of the angles. 

J. B. 



Note. — The quarries of Silsilis gave to the Egyptians the best building- 
stone in the country, or, at least, in the upper country. All the chief temples 
of the Thebaid, from Silsilis down the river till we come to the limestone in 

« 

the neighbourhood of Memphis, were the produce of these quarries. The 
limestone of Thebes was not found to be so good for building purposes, and 
was less used. 

S. S. 
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PLATE LII. 






Ths beach of Assouaiii the ancient SyenCi the southern confine of Egypt, as 
intunated by the sentence, ** From the tower (migdol) of Syene, even unto 
the border of Ethiopia." 

To onr right is the island of Elephantine ; consequently we are looking 
southwards. In the same direction, to the left, is a remarkable cemetery 
of small chapels or cubas,and gravestones, with cuphic inscriptions ; and still 
farther to the left the granite quarries, out of which were probably cut those 
masterpieces of art and engineering science, which in ancient and modem 
times have excited the wonder of all men of science. To the left is a ruined 
mosque and tomb, belonging to the ancient town, which is now deserted, 
having been visited by a terrible plague. On this island, a few years ago, 
stood a temple of Amunothph m., built of granite. This and the stones of 
one other temple were taken by the late Viceroy Ibrahim Pacha to build a 
residence on the banks of the Nile nearly opposite. 

Two doorposts, of granite, belonging to an outer court, bore the name of 
Alexander. A flight of steps leading from the water's edge on this side the 
island served as a nilometer — there being likewise lines and hieroglyphics on 
the walls supporting the steps, recording extraordinary inundations. In the 
distance is a hill, on which are the remains of a Christian building, not seen 
in this view, called Cubbet-el-horver ; and but a mile beyond that is the 
cataract. The whole of this beach is covered with the stream during the 
inundation, but in the season of the low Nile it becomes a convenient land- 
ing-place for the goods brought from the north and destined for Ethiopia ; 
for from hence they are carried on the backs of camels three miles south to 
the other side of the cataract, when they are again put on board the same 
vessels, thus rendered lighter for the purpose of passing the rapids. All 
those vessels are probably only waiting for wind to pass the cataract into 
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LIL — ^ASSOUAN, OR 8YENE. 

Nubia ; because if they were intended to go north they would have their masts 
taken down. 

Here the Arabic language ceases, and an African dialect, called Lisan-el- 
barabra, begins ; which again changes for another dialect a few miles south. 
Here Amanga is the word for water, as if derived from the word Amun ; and 
farther south Isiga, as if derived from the word Isis. Hd)re the first day of 
the week is no longer lom-el-had, but Eiviaki, a word seemingly derived from 
the Greek. Farther south, beyond the second cataract, the Arabic language 
is spoken in great purity. And here, in a small village to the east, is a tribe 
called Davoui, of Ababde Arabs, among whom are many who speak the 
Bishareen language, the dialect of the tribes inhabiting the desert between 
the Bed Sea and the Nile from this point to Abyssinia. These people are 
the Blemyes of some writers ; and their countrymen, who live near the sea, 
the Troglody of Pliny. Not fax from this spot there used to be a few stones 
with some hieroglyphics on them, in a date grove, said to be the remains 
of a temple in which there was a well in which the sun could be seen at 
midday during summer ; and, as before mentioned, in the island opposite is a 
nilometer, wherein the rise of the Nile is marked by certain lines on 
the wall of a stone staircase. J. B. 



Note. — The words quoted byMr.Bonomi from Ezek. xxix. 10, would be 
better translated, *' From Magdolus to Syene on the borders of Ethiopia." 
Syene is in latitude 24P 6' 3(/', and thus is fifteen miles to the north of the 
tropic. On the longest day of the year, at noon, the sun's centre is vertical 
over a spot fifteen miles to the south of Syene ; hence at that moment the 
sun's northern edge is exactly over Syene; and Strabo informs us that 
there was an astronomical well in that city, down which the sun then shone 
without throwing any shadow. The astronomers were within one mile of 
the truth in regard to the latitude of the place, an exactness which we must 
in part set down to accident, as such accuracy is hardly to be looked for in 
observations made before the invention of the telescope. In the mosaic 
found at Preneste, in Italy, with a landscape view of the buildings of Egypt, 
this well is represented near the temple at Syene. S. S. 
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PLATE LIII. 



View of the Island of PhilsB from the Island of Biggeh. This is nearly 
the view you have of" Philse in approaching by the river from the north. 
The landing-place and staircase, it maybe seeni is a little to the left beyond 
that projecting piece of wall. This gave access by the pylon on the left to 
the sacred enclosure, and thence to the courts of the temple, whose most 
sacred chambers are joined to the towers of the second gateway. The 
beautiful colonnade that connects the towers of the outer and inner gate 
belongs to a temple of Athor, almost in perfect condition ; on its roof are 
the crude brick walls of chambers once inhabited by the QSconomos, or some 
important person belonging to the religious establishment located in this 
ancient building, as the crosses on the walls and the number of Christian 
Greek inscriptions, written on fragments of pottery and stone, sufficiently 
testify, if history had been silent on the subject. 

This view is taken when the Nile is at its lowest, and the white line 
on the wall marks the usual limit of the inundation. The wall before us 
extends to the southern point of the island ; it is the back of a continuous 
portico of columns, with a great variety of capitals, pleasing the eye and 
relieving the mind of that feeling of monotony so inherent in the ancient 
architecture of Greece and Italy. This wall is perforated with square 
openings, affording an extensiye view of the cataract, and of the picturesque 
Island of Biggeh. Below the white line marking the extent of the rise of 
the waters, there are one or two doors leading down to the water by means 
of a staircase, which serves as a nilometer. Over the ruined part of the 
wall is a small hypsethral temple, which is situated on the other coast of the 
island, where the stream is both wide and rapid. 

J.B. 
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LIII. — THE TEMPLES ON THE ISLAND OF PHILA 

Note. — Fig. 50 contains a yiew of these bnildings nearly the sam^ as our 
photograph, and accompanied with a ground-plan, which will enable ns to 
understand the several following views. We see the very little regard 





Fig. 50. 

which the Egyptian architects had for regularity. When they enlarged the 
building with a new gateway, they made it, not parallel to the older and 
smaller gates, but set it crooked, so that it might make a suitable end to the 
new courtyard, which was by the bend of the river forced to take a new 
direction. In both of the courtyards we see the cells in which the priests 
dwelt as monks in solitude. It would seem that the priests in these pagan 
temples were the forerunners of the numerous Christian monks with which 
Egypt swarmed in the fourth and fifth centuries, and who taught monastic 
habits in Europe. 

S. S. 
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■«o«- 



^mfiin on th S^hU of |ha»— (Bnii[ant£^ 

Having landed and walked across the island, ibis yiew, turning towards 
the north of the two propyla belonging to the principal temple, will 
present itself. On the nearest tower to the right-hand side of the first 
gate is a colossal figure of Ptolemy Philadelphus, the founder (b.c. 260), 
making an ofiTering to Horus and Isis, and again to Isis and Horus ; between 
these last two figures is the square opening, out of which was thrust certain 
contrivances for retaining the staff of a flag-pole that was inserted into 
the groove below. The four smaller holes just over the top of the groove 
were made in after times for the beams of the roof of a chamber, occupied 
by the priests attached to the service of the church, when this ancient 
structure was converted into a Christian cathedral. Below these holes 
may be seen the crowns of the three divinities of the triad formerly 
worshipped in this temple, before whom Ptolemy, attired in the triple 
crown of Egypt, sacrifices the enemies of the country — ^represented by a 
group of foreigners, whose collected heads he is about to strike off with 
a single blow of the sacred falchion. The small oblong holes down the 
&ce of the tower, at the near end, give light to a staircase leading to 
chambers wiihin it, the upper story being Ughted by the three square 
holes in the curvetto. The same, or similar, sculptures are repeated on 
the surface of the tower on the other side of the entrance. The gate 
itself is decorated in the usual &shion with the winged disc and repre- 
sentations of the king bringing offerings to the gods. Before it stood 
two granite obelisks and two lions : one of the obelisks was brought to 
England by Belzoni. This gate leads into a square court, on the right- 
hand side of which is a portico belonging to the building we see in this 
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L1V.^TEMPLES ON THE ISLAND OF PHILA— ENTRANCE. 

view, whicli is a Boite of cbamben with doable roof ; and on the left, a 
beautiful and nearly perfect temple, whose columns are seen in the View 56. 
The back of the conrt is formed by the gate and towers of the portico 
and more sacred chambers of the temple. 

On the lower part of this second tower, seen in this view, we have 
Ptolemy, again of colossal dimensions, making offering to the two principal 
divinities of the temple. Horns and Isis ; and above, the same king, the 
size of life, offering gifts to the particular triad of the district. In this 
tower, likewise, may be Been the square aperture and groove, as well 
as a series of holes for the timbers which supported the floors and roofs of 
ohambers oocnpied by monks and prieete, when the court immediately 
behind these towers was converted into a Christian church. This was 
done, as certain indications inform ns, by stretching an awning over it, 
and making the portico serve as the altar chamber, which in the Greek and 
Coptic rites is separated from the laity by a decorated screen. To complete 
the arrangements, the heathen scnlptnre was covered with a coating of the 
mud of the Nile, which was plastered and painted with the figures of saints, 
and the Greek cross sculptured on all the door jambs. 

In the foreground is an isolated gate, which formed a side entrance 
into the outer court, and was formerly joined to a colonnade. Still nearer 
are fr'agments of brick and stone, and the foundations of the waUs of 
the houses of a onee considerable Christian population. 

J. B. 



Note. — ^Ptolemy Philadelphus was the king under whom Egypt, as a 
Greek kingdom, rose to its greatest height. Fig. fil is his 
name, which may be translated, "Beloved by Anion, to 
whom Ra gave victory." The peculiar head-dress here given 
to the king is the same as that given to a figure of the great 
Cyrus, on the wall of his palace in Persia, and used to denote 
Fig. 51. his threat of making himself master of Egypt. 

S. S. 



PLATE LV. 



ta^Us 0n th£ Jalani at $^*—9h jgi[£al |$l(m. 

This yiew, so beautifal in effect, is so nearly from the same point, that the 
traveller is already acquainted with all the important particulars connected 
with it. It presents, however, a view of the detached blocks of granite of 
which the island of Biggeh is formed, looking as if piled up by art — a circum- 
stance which has suggested to the mind of the imaginative Arab an idle 
legend, that has taken root on the spot in a way that one could wish some 
physical truth had been planted. The story is this : Pharaoh caused those 
stones to be thrown into the Nile to prevent the stream flowing northwards, 
where Moses and the faithful were living ; and a very remarkable pile, con- 
sisting of two or three rocks, lookmg something like an arm-chair, is said 
to be the seat he occupied while the work of throwing those blocks' or 
granite into the stream, that now form the cataract, was being performed by 
the evil spirits in his employ. The people of these villages are all expert 
swimmers, even the women cross from rock to rock and island to island, 
balancing themselves on a log of dome or palm, using their hands as 
paddles, while they carry their goods on their heads. As there is not 
sufficient land for the cultivation of com, they subsist, principally, on a few 
vegetables and fish, which the men catch in abundance at the subsidence of 
the inundation ; some kind by diving at night, their companions in a boat 
holding a light : the divers grease themselves with castor-oil and mud, not 
to feel the cold. Other fish are caught by building out low walls inclosing 
a space into which they enter and cannot escape, when they are speared by 
the fishermen. The women make baskets of palm-leaves precisely like 
the ancient specimens in the museums of Europe. The men are likewise 
capital sailors and expert conductors of the boats across the rapids, for 
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which they are paid a considerable fee. Having a language, never acquired 
by the natives on the north of Assouan, they possess advantages of no 
common order ; and being, at the same time, very industrious and united, 
and possessing the faculty of imitation, readily acquire the Arabic. 

J.B. 
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PLATE LVI. 



dfolonnai^ of Ihii jgruat dfourtpri of Ihu i^umpk of 

This is a view of part of the portico or colonnade on the right hand, in 
front of the first pylon. The doors are the entrances to small dark chambers, 
mostly encumbered with rubbish. The columns on this side of the court, 
like those on the opposite, are of a great variety of types. 

J. B. 



Note. — The doors in this view lead into the cells 
for the priests, seen in our woodcut, fig. 50, at plate 68. 
And we here add the drawing, from a statue in the 
British Museum, of one of these priests, who is 
supposed to be in holy meditation, and spending his 
life thus squatting on the ground in idleness (see 
fig. 62). 




Fig. 52. 



We further possess evidence that the Egyptian priests did Uve in con- 
finement, under reUgious vows, in a curious document of which one half is 
in the Vatican and the other half in the British Museum. This is a papyrus 
roll, containing three petitions from a monk in the temple of Serapis, near 
Memphis, addressed to king Ptolemy Philometor, of which the first is dated 
in the year b.o. 167. He asks for a post in the army on behalf of his 
brother, which he hopes for as a fiavour due to himself for having lived 
fourteen years in religious confinement ; and, for himself, he asks that he 
should be protected from the ill-treatment of the other reUgious persons in 
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the same temple, who even pelt him throogh the window of his cell, in 
jealousy of him, because he was a Greek stranger and they were native 
Egyptians. In the later petitions, he reminds the king of his having pre- 
sented the first to him through the window of his cell, on his visit to the 
temple. 

S. S. 
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PLATE LVIL 



Chabhino TieW| looking southwards, of the elegant rain we saw at a 
distance OTer the dilapidated wall in the first picture of PhilsB. This rain 
is called by the natives the bed of Pharaoh, which idea mast have been 
suggested by some European, because the beds of Egypt have no posts or 
cornice like those of Europe. It is an unfinished building, and ncTcr 
intended to have been hypaethral, or open to the sky ; but whether it was 
intended that it should have had a chamber or cella within the peristyle, 
or that these columns should only have supported a roof, may be doubted. 
In either case the columns would necessarily be erected first, for there would 
not have been sufficient space for the machinery required to raise the blocks 
of stone of which the columns are composed if the walls of the cella had 
been built first. 

The capitals of these columns are remarkable for the beauty and 
Tariety of the design, and the perfection of the execution. The abaci are 
higher than usual, except it was intended to engrave some design on 
them, of which there is no indication, and they are made of several 
blocks. In firoiit of this building there is a terrace projecting into the 
river, the firont wall of which is inclined and concave in plan, and very 
strongly bonded to the side walls by large blocks of stone. The intention 
of this construction is to obviate the natural tendency of the firont wall 
to bulge outwards firom the pressure of the earth, which during the 
inundation becomes saturated with moisture. This tendency is exhibited 
in the area walls of our London houses, and is supposed to be remedied by 
placing an iron firom the foot of the centre rail against the fi*ont of the house, 
which usually results in breaking out the stone in which the rail is inserted, 

147 



LVIL— TUB SMALLER TEMPLE OF PHILM. 

or to the detriment of the house b; pashing in the front wall. The biUs 
which form the backgroond are those of the eastern deaert, which here 
approach the rirar. The trees iu the foregroond are good samplaa of the 
date'bearing palm, which produce a Tariet; of the frcit maoh esteemed in 
Lower Egypt. 

J. B. 



PLATE LVIIL 



Mmnti to thi( small ^pufii^ of Ihlla^ 

This is a nearer Tiew of the same temple from the terraoe, and looUng 
north or towards the island of Biggeh. There are no hieroglyphics, so that 
the precise date of the building cannot be known, nor are the architectural 
details below the capitals more than blocked out, probably as the stones 
came from the qnarry. Between the column sustaining the door-post and 
the angle column at the opposite front, is a profile view of one of the towers 
of the gateway to the outer court of the great temple. The irregular 
furrows in the lower part of the wall of Pharaoh's bed are made by the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring villages, who come to this island to sharpen 
against these sandstone blocks the spears with which they fish and fight, 
and those Uttle dagger-knives which evMy man wears in a neatly-made 
sheath strapped on the left arm. 

There is hardly a lad of twelve or fourteen who does not know how to 
dress a sheep, rig a boat, tan leather, cook a variety of dishes, and make a 
handle for his knife. 

J.B. 



NoTB. — The style of the architecture, however, fixes the time of this 
building to the reigns of the later Ptolemies, after the larger temple was 
built by Philadelphus. 

S. S. 
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-•o»- 



Wiiw i\m th* Jflof of thi[ small ^mifii of |hil». 

This is a view, looking southward, taken firom the roof of the colonnade 
leading np to the first gate from the south end of the island. The opposite 
colonnade terminates in a small chapel to Isis or Athor, before which stood 
two sandstone obelisks, one now only remaining. The walls on which this 
temple stands descend to the granite rocks which form this pointed 
end of the island. It was under this colonnade that we have already had a 
view of the entrances to the small chambers behind the wall to our left. 
The granite rocks that form the margin of the eastern desert are beautifully 
reflected in the calm stream. To the right we have the southern extremity 
of the island of Biggeh, with some remarkable granite boulders, as if placed 
there by man. Many of the more conspicuous blocks of granite have 
ancient inscriptions on them, the characters rendered conspicuous by 
the yeiy simple process of picking away the polished blackened surface 
^diich the granite had acquired by great length of time, or some other 
agency ; for no perceptible variation of tint can be recognized between the 
sor&ce of the most ancient and most recent inscription. 

J. B. 
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PLATE LX. 



A PEEP over the Nile from the island of Philse, looking easterly. Those 
little specks on the opposite coast between the date-trees and the mast of 
the boat are people and goods that have arrived from Assouan, to be again 
embarked in the smooth water above the cataract. There is little or no 
coltiTatable land between the Nile and those granite hills, except only 
the sloping banks of the river, which are diligently made to produce melons 
and other plants of the cucumber tribe, till the inundation returns. A 
ruined wall of crude brick peeps here and there above the sand all along 
the margin of the desert from Assouan to the foot of those hills, which 
is probably of Boman construction. 

In the foreground we have the remains of terrace walls of well hewn 
stones. Moored to the bank is the commodious boat of the traveller, 
eqtdpped for descending the stream, the principal mast and its lateen 
sail-yard lowered, the smaller one, called the *' trinket,*' only kept up to be 
unfurled whenever a turn in the river and a slight variation of the wind 
from the almost constant northerly direction permits — ^giving the sailors 
a rest from rowing and tacking, and the traveller an agreeable change 
from the rocking motion caused by the waves, which is sometimes sufficient 
to bring on the evils of a sea voyage. 

J. B. 



Note. — The Boman emperors entertained the gigantic plan of running a 
wall all round their large empire, wherever seas, or rivers, or mountains did 
not make it unnecessary. The wall which divided Scotland from England 
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LX,— VIEW OP THE NILE FROM PHILiE. 

was one part of that plan ; and another part was this wall, which was to 
guard Egypt from the less civilized tribes in the south. This portion 
of the Boman Limes was probably built in the reign of Diocletian, when 
the general in command of Egypt found himself no longer strong enough 
to hold Nubia as part of the empire. 

S. S. 
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Jittns on Ike Jclani 4 Iw^- 

View looking eastward of the two central colomna of the portico of a temple 
bnilt by Ptolem; Energetes I., and finished in anbaequent reigns, now 
standing on the south side of the island of Bi^eh. This part of the rnin 
has been converted into an Arab dwelling b; connecting the door-posts and 
intercolomnar walls with stones of all sizes and sorts, and protecting the 
roof of s chamber behind with acacia-bashes. The capitals of the columns 
are of that order before described, and the dwarf walls are crowned b; the 
protecting orteus. On the pile of isolated granite blocks of which the 
whole island is composed, are the rains of a Christian convent, beaatifally 
situated, overlooking the island of Philte. 



Note. — Fig. 58 is the name of Ptolemy Energetes, 
the tiiird of the family, and the most popular with the 
native Egyptians. He came to the throne in the year 
B.C. 246. His qaeen, Berenice, gave her name to the 
constellation called CoTiut Berenices. 



PLATE LXIL 



This beantifiil photograph is a view of the remains of the towers and gate 
of the temple, of which we saw the two central columns of the portico in 
the last picture. It is impossible to imagine a more happy combination of 
light and shadow, or a more picturesque or interesting view. The ancient 
rectangular gate was built by Ptolemy Euergetes I., on the site of a still 
older temple of Thothmes m. About the third century of our era, what 
was then left of this Ptolemaic restoration of the temple of Thothmes, was 
converted into a place of Christian worship, at which time the arch was 
inserted into the ancient gate in imitation of the Christian buildings of Bome 
and Constantinople ; much, however, to the enfeeblement of the ancient 
entrance, which has subsequently suffered by the stones having been carried 
away for building purposes. In the distance are the granite mountains of 
the eastern desert; then the towers of the outer gate of the principal 
temple of Philae, the little side entrance seen in View 66, and near to this 
a comer of the temple called the bed of Pharaoh ; then the wall and the 
few date-trees that grow on this coast of the island of PhilsB ; and, lastly, 
the rude v?all of loose stones of the present occupier of the ruin. 

The particular angle at which the light fsdls on the face of the wall 
exhibits the sculpture to great advantage. On the lintel-stone we have the 
lower part of the figure of Ptolemy Euergetes I., twice repeated, standing 
aod making offerings to three divinities. This, for the sake of uniformity, 
is again repeated on the other side of the centre. Each jamb is divided 
into four compartments, in which the same king would have been seen but 
for the encroachment of the arch, so many times offering various gifts to 
sixteen divinities, seven of whom are females. Below these religious 
sculptures we have two lines of hieroglyphics, and then a dado enriched with 
the papyrus plant under three forms of growth so often repeated and 
combined to form the capitals of the columns of this period. J. B. 
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PLATE LXIII. 



This view is taken from the first court, and looking westward. Dabod is 
situated on the west bank, and about ten miles south of PhilaB« This 
temple is supposed to have been founded by an Ethiopian prince, but 
rebuilt by Ptolemy Philometor. Much of the sculpture on the walls also 
bears the name of the Boman emperor Tiberius, and much remains un- 
finished, the capitals being only blocked out. 

In one of the dark rooms of the temple there used to be a kind of 
granite box or cupboard, which had evidently once had doors of wood or 
bronze. The names of Ptolemy Physcon and Cleopatra occurred in the 
inscription on it. The temple consists of three dark chambers, and a 
narrow staircase up to the roof, where there seems to have been contrived a 
tank over the central chamber, and a portico of colunms. 

In a line with the portico are stiU standing three gateways, two of which 
we see in the view, and the shadow of the third in the foreground. Each 
gate was joined to the great inclosing wall by the usual towers, forming three 
courts, the pavement of the last being four or five feet above the outer one. 
A wide terrace, the front wall of which is of massive construction, reaches 
to the river, and had a staircase leading up from the river. J. B. 



Note. — Dabod is the town which has been usually thought to be the 
ancient Parembole, the camp, in the Boman Itinerary, where part of the 
Second Legion was stationed in the second and third centuries of our era. 
But the distances in the Itinerary are not laid down very correctly ; and 
Dabod is five miles nearer to Syene than those measurements place the 
military station Parembole. S. S. 
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PLATE LXIV. 



Jnterior of Ik ©fm^fU of gaki 

This is a view from the interior of the central chamber, looking eastward. 
Here we have the three gates, and to the left the dpor-post into which 
was inserted the pivot of the bronze door of the portico. The square 
blocks in the curvetto mouldings over the gates would have been carved 
into the disks and serpents, if the work had not been arrested by the 
tottering condition of the Boman empire at the time of the construction. 
But a few years ago the roof of this chamber was perfect, as well as a 
great part of that of the portico ; but whether its present condition is 
the effect of earthquake or wilful destruction it is impossible to say, our 
notices of this desolate country are so rare and imperfect. 

J. B. 



Note. — The unfinished state of the sculptures on this temple may be 
explained by the state of the country under the Romans. In the reign of 
Augustus the Ethiopians, under Queen Gandace, who is mentioned in Acts, 
chap, viii., conquered Nubia and invaded Egypt. In the next reign, that of 
Tiberius, the Roman forces held quiet possession of these towns, and the 
hieroglyphical sculptures at Dabod were continued. But the attacks of the 
Ethiopians were soon afterwards repeated again and again, and trade 
sadly checked. In the time of Nero, the neighbouring parts of Ethiopia, 
beyond Nubia, were utterly ruined by the unceasing wsibae of the 
barbarians. For a century longer the Romans kept their troops in Nubia, as 
a point of honour, rather than from any advantage arising from holding it. 

Y 161 



Lnv.— IHTERIOB OF THE TEMPLE OF DABOD. 

Bat in the reign of Diocletiiui they finally gave it op, and &om that time 
Syene vas the Bontberly limit of the empire. From this acooont we 
can nnderBtond why few or no hieroglyphics were soalptnred at Dabod 
after the reign of Tiberiua. 

8. 8. 



PLATE LXV. 



-•o*- 



Distant view of the temple of Elardassy, lookiiig northward. This is one of 
the most elegant ruins in the world, both on account of the variety of 
the capitals of its columns and its situation on an elevated rocky pro- 
montory, overlooking the river. There is a remarkable long slender roof- 
stone reaching from the architrave of one side of the temple to that of the 
other, a length of stone for which there would have been no necessity 
if it had been intended to build a chamber within the columns, for in 
that case the roof-stones would have rested on the walls of this cella 
or chamber. The circumstance of this remarkable long block of stone 
makes it almost probable that this temple, and that called the Bed of 
Pharaoh, which is not above twenty feet wide, was nothing more than a 
kind of inclosed square portico, or stone umbrella, admirably adapted to 
a country which, during the hottest hours of the day, was for so great 
a part of the year under an almost vertical sun. In this case, and in 
that of PhilsB, they were on the coast and in the vicinity of other buildings, 
to which they might have been connected as landing-places or oratories 
for the sailors. 

The columns that sustain the door-posts have a capital composed 
of the head of Athor or Isis, surmounted by a temple, the entrance to 
which is guarded by a serpent. The example we have chosen is taken 
from a temple at PhilsB, in which the head of Athor is placed on a capital 
imitating the lotus flower ; and so far it differs from the columns of 
Dendera and Eardassy. (See fig. 54.) Those at the sides are of a variety 
of the composite order, and were five in number, counting the angle 
columns ; and these are joined by the intercolumnar walls. There are 
no hieroglyphics on the walls to tell us to whom it was intended to 
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dedicate the temple ; bat judging from the colnmos of the door jambB, 
it would have been Athor or Isia, faTonrite divimties in Nubia of the 



Kg. S4. 

Ptolemaic sod Boman periods. The diBtant moantslus of the eastern de- 
sert, which are of a fiae aandstoiie, and the trees on this and the opposite 
bank, are most delicately expressed. The beautiful sandstone formation 
is conspicuous in two inclined surfaces, where there are none of those email 
fragments with which the more horizontal snr&ces are covered. 

J. B. 



Note. — Om- account of the mined state of Nubia, which explains the 
absence of sculpture from Dabod, explains also its absence from Kardassy. 
It is only wonderful that the inhabitants should have ever began such a 
beautiful building, under circumstances so discouraging as those which 
surrounded them under the later Ptolemies and Boman emperors. 

S. S. 



LXVL — TABLETS IN THE QUARRIES AT KARDASST. 

Note. — The sandstone quarries of Eardassy were actiyely worked during 
the first two centuries and a half of the Christian era ; and it was prohably for 
the sake of these quarries that the Bomans chiefly thought any part of 
Nubia worth holding. The inscriptions, which are all in the Greek language, 
are usually ungrammatical ; and, if we may judge from the names of the 
pious writers, they were the works of native Egyptians. In every case they 
are by the head of the workmen, who styles himself priest or chief-priest of 
the freight, meaning the stone which was being shipped off from the 
quarries. He seems to have held this office of a priest usually for a year, 
though sometimes for several years ; and as it was an office of honour, 
accompanied with some expense : he adds with pride in his inscription how 
much he spent in supporting it. One of these boastful inscriptions tells us 
that Macrinus, in the eight years that he took upon himself this expensive 
office, spent two hundred and forty pieces of gold, and adds that no one 
ever has or ever will spend so much. 

S. S. 
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PLATE LXVII. 



§Iti ^mfi^ of JalaM^^ 




Temple of Ealabshe, looking southwards. This is a charmingly selected 
view of one of the most entire ruins of Nubia. 

It gives a very good idea of the closed-up box-like exterior of an 
Egyptian temple (see fig. 66), 
besides exhibiting a grada- 
tioa of tint that no painter 
could desire to mend. The 
view is taken from an emi- 
nence near the path leading Fic~55^ 
up to a small ancient temple, 
called Beyt el Wali, partly excavation and partly construction, executed 
in the time of Bameses 11. It was probably built on his return from the 
conquest of some warlike tribes in the interior of Africa, who wore leopard 
skins and used long-bows. 

The conquered people of those southern provinces of the Egyptian 
empire are described by Herodotus exactly as we find them represented 
on the walls of this ancient temple. In the mummy-room of the British 
Museum we have casts from these very interesting historical sculptures, 
which were presented by Mr. Robert Hay, of Linplum. This large 
temple of Ealabshe, of which the view is before us, is of massive construc- 
tion, and surrounded by a double wall of great thickness and of admirable 
masonry, of the time of the Roman dominion. It is not improbable 
that it served as a fortress as well as a sacred edifice. 

It consists of a beautifully proportioned portico of six columns of the 
composite order, three deep ; behind the portico a large chamber, with four 
columns ; and behind this several dark chambers. In front of the portico 
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is a large court, sarroonded by columns, and joined to the pyramidal towers 
of the principal entrance by a high wall, in which are small dark chambers. 
This high wall, proceeding from the back of the pyramidal towers, surrounds 
the sacred edifice, leaving a considerable space between it and the block 
containing the rooms at the back of the portico ; and a door on this side of 
the court may be seen in this view, leading into the area of the second 
inclosure, the wall of which has been thrown down. The plan of this temple 
so much resembles that of all the Ptolemaic and Boman temples generally, that 

we have supplied that of Edfn (see fig. 56) to make 
the description more intelligible. This outer wall, 
which is a considerable distance from that next the 
temple, is joined to the two ends of the pyramidal 
towers ; and it has two gates in front and one in each 
side, opposite to the lateral entrance into the first 
court. Descending to the river the whole width of 
the front is a wide terrace, paved, and built of 
massive stones. 

From the roof of the lower part of the temple 
is a flight of steps leading up to the roof of the 
portico, on which are the remains of brick construc- 
tions, the dwellings of the chiefs, religious or secular, 
of the Christian population that occupied this strong- 
hold at the time of the Arabian conquest. A little 
south of the temple may be seen a perpendicular 
excavation in the rock, which is the quarry out of which the stones were 
taken for the temple ; and near the group of Arabs, to the north may be 
seen the remains of another quarry, now filled up with the chippings and 
fragments of blocks of other constructions ; and between it and the temple 
the walls of the houses of the present inhabitants. From the north end of 
the terrace there proceeds into the Nile a thick wall of massive unhewn 
blocks of stone, several yards long, which can only be seen at low Nile. A 
similar wall occurs on this side of the river in Nubia, at a few miles apart, 
as marked in the valuable map of the country published some years ago by 
Messrs. Parke and Scoles. 




Kg. 56. 
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North of Ealabfihe the river is boanded by rocks called Bab el Kalabshe, 
which, during the low Nile, produce a rapidity of current sometimes 
difficult to pass. In front is a group of two date-trees and a doum-tree, 
which is a kind of palm producing a fruit in shape and size like a potato, 
having an edible crust that tastes like gingerbread. 

The two projebtions at the back of the lower temple and at the sides 
would have been carved into lions with extended fore-paws, and a channel 
to relieve the roof of the water produced by the occasional and rare showers. 
The same provision is made in the walls of the temple of Eamak and 
Dendera. 

It should also be mentioned that there are indications of a more 
cuident structure having existed on this site, in the time of the Pharaohs. 
All the architrave stones, and many others used in the walls of this temple, 
are joined together with large wooden cramps made of the wood of the 
gom-arabic tree, which is excessively hard and heavy. These cramps are 
inserted into a cavity of the shape of the cramp itself, half in one stone and 
half in the other : the cramp being wider at each end, the stones cannot be 
separated. In the collection of the Boyal Institute of British Architects is 
one of these cramps perfectly sound, taken out of a wall built in the time of 
the third Bameses at Medinet-Habou, which cannot be less than 1050 years 
before our era, and consequently now 2911 years old. 

J.B. 
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PLATE LXVIIL 



Jirfqior of th ^tvepfii at Salabab. 

View of the interior of the temple of Ealabshe. A great deal of the 
sculpture, like all the temples of Nubia, is unfinished. At this period also 
a low-rilievo seems to have been preferred to the more ancient Egyptian 
style of sculpture peculiar to Egypt. 

There is a want of vigour in the forms, a thickness in the proportions, 
that distinguishes all the sculpture of this period from that of the Pharaonic 
times, that is conspicuous in that of this building. 

J.B. 



Note. — Ealabshe is the ancient Talmis, thirty-five miles from Syene. 
The sculptures on the temple are of the time of the emperors, from 
Augustus to Severus. They are very much in relief, not in sunk relief like 
the usual Egyptian sculptures. The Greek inscriptions are by the Boman 
soldiers, who were quartered there in the time of the early emperors; 
ihey are addressed to the great god Mandouli, on behalf of the writer, 
his fEunily, his friends, and sometimes his horse, and sometimes the 
reader. Mandouli was probably the god Mando-ra of the Egyptians. 

A more important Greek inscription here is by Silco, king of the 
Nubians, in the fifth century, who boasts of his victories over the more 
barbarous and more idolatrous Blemmyes. From this we leam how 
entirely civilization was driven dut of that now ruined country. 

S. S. 
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Intebiob of Ealabshe, second view. The style of architecture in this 
doorway is nearly the same as the last, but with the addition of a moulding 
below the figure of the winged sun. The sculpture, which is in relief, 
represents the emperor presenting his ofiferings to the gods of the country ; 
but it was BO far left imfinished, that it does not tell us the names of 
the gods. In front of each god, near to his head, may be seen a rectangular 
tablet, sometimes wide enough for two vertical lines of hieroglyphics, and 
sometimes for only one line, which would if cut give us the god's name and 
titles. The god Chem, the Priapus of the Bomans, may be recognized 
by his left arm raised high above his head; and over that hand is a 
whip, which, however, he does not hold. This god is the peculiar god 
of the country, and he takes his name from Chemi, Egypt, which, indeed, 
is the same name as that of Ham, the son of Noah, from whom, the Book 
of Genesis tells us, the Egyptians were descended. 

The very fracture of the stones is here shown most satisfioctorily. The 
geologist may almost study the nature of the sandstone of which the 
temple was built. It is the sandstone rock of the whole district, through 
which the granite has burst forth on both sides, at the north forming 
the cataract of Syene, and at the south the cataract of Abousimbel. 

S. S. 
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-•o^ 



Wtit WmiiHt oi gand0tti[» 



View of the north-east comer of the portico in front of the temple of 
Dandour. This temple, which is only a few miles south of Ealabshe, 
and on the western bank of the river, is entirely of Boman times. The 
portico consists of two columns within the side walls of the cubiform 
building. To this succeeds three small chambers, and another excavated 
out of the rock. An opening has been made through the wall of the 
temple into the side of the portico, where the sculpture ceased to be 
regarded as sacred or historical. The wall is divided into two compart- 
ments from the cornice to the dado. In the upper, the emperor is 
repeated, making ofiferings to two divinities, who are in a sitting position. 
In the lower compartment two divinities like the emperor himself are 
standing. The dado is composed of the papyrus in various stages of 
growth, and at regular intervals a figure of Nilus : showing the great 
esteem and importance in which that production of the Nile was held 
in the Boman times. On the pavement at this comer are lines made 
to certify the place of the comer-stone, and the rectangular position of 
the walls. High up is a mark of the plaster cast of the head of the 
emperor Trajan, which was taken thirty years ago, still unobliterated. 
The sxm shines on this wall, and on that of the other side of the temple at 
one and the same time for several days in the year, this place being 
just under the tropic of Capricorn. The pylon in front was joined to a 
wall which surrounded the temple, of which we see the wanton destruction 
in the vast amount of fragments that encumber this ruin ; and still farther 
are the massive blocks of the admirably constructed terrace which reaches 
to the river. The front wall of this terrace presents a concave and inclined 
BurfiBM^e to the river, like that already described in front of the bed of 
Pharaoh, and is of admirable construction. 

J. B. 
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SPh^ Smfit 0f dtrf. 



View of a row of Osiride figures which supported the roof of a portico 
which led up to the excavated chambers of the temple of Gerf Hnsseyn. 
These figures, and others similar, formed the sides of a court joining the 
towers of the gateway in firont of a large excavated temple of Bameses mai 
Amun. From the pylon in front, there must have been a long fiight 
of steps to the town below. This ruin, like the last, is on the western 
bank of the Nile, and consequently the opposite mountains are those of 
the eastern Desert. The ceiling of the large chamber of this temple is 
supported by two rows of colossal figures of this Pharaoh of the short 
heavy Nubian proportions of these built figures in the portico. To this 
chamber succeeds a second, whose ceiling is supported by two piers ; this 
chamber gives access to two side chambers and a small one in the centre, 
against the back of which are sitting figures of the gods of the temple, and 
the king, which are Pthah and Pasht, and another goddess. 

J. B. 



Note. — Oerf Husseyn is the ancient Tutzis. The temple was built by 
Bameses IL, whose name may be seen in our photograph. The Ptolemies 
seem to have made no addition to it ; and it was wholly neglected by the 
Bomans, who had no troops stationed so tea south. 

S. S. 
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9Ph£ i^mk 4 §Mtk 



Daesbh is a remarkably elegant rxun^ before which stands a gate, with its 
ahnoyt perfect pyramidal towers. It is built on the western bank of the 
Nilci abont ten miles from Gerf Hosseyn. In the view before ns the 
distinguishing features of the earlier and later styles of sculpture are well 
shown. Those on the wall to the left, at right angles to the wall on the 
right, are of the late Boman style, giving a pufiy, rounded contour to the 
figure, while the sculpture on the right has a firmer, less pu% contour, 
yet by no means possessing the vigour of the style of the time of the 
Pharaohs. The base of the wall is ornamented with figures of Nilus, 
carrying two water-vessels, between bouquets of lotus -flowers. This 
building, like all the ancient temples of Nubia, bears unequivocal indica- 
tions of its conversion to a Christian place of worship. On the wall of the 
portico are the pictures of several saints, amongst which a well-preserved 
representation of St. George and the Dragon. Two small doors have 
been cut through the intercolumnar walls of this portico, by way of accom- 
modating it to the new worship. 

J. B. 



Note. — Dakkeh is the Pselcis of the Greeks ; it is ten miles from Tutzis. 
This place fell under the Ptolemies in the reign of the third king of that 
name, Ptolemy Euergetes. Since the ML of the fiEunily of Bameses, 
Ethiopia and Nubia had been independent of Egypt. Psammetichus I. 
or n. had attempted an invasion ; Gambyses had attempted an invasion. 
The people of those regions had paid a small nominal 4ribute to Darius ; 
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but they had been separated from Egypt for many centuries. The walls 
of the temples of Nubia declare the history of the place. Barneses II. 
had carved his name and titles at Tutzis ; and Ptolemy Euergetes, nine 
centuries afterwards, was the next king of Egypt who did the same, at 
this temple of Pselcis, within a distance of ten miles. 

Pselds continued an important place under the early Boman emperors ; 
and among the ruins near the temple have been discovered a number of 
tiles, on each of which is written, in Greek, the receipt or discharge for 
the allowance of wine, com, and money, which the general had as his 
monthly pay. 

The later inscriptions are dedications to the god Hermes, who is 
explained to be Taut-n-p-Nubs, or Thoth of Nubia. 

The king upon his knees, in our photograph, presenting an offering to 
the god, is one of the Boman emperors, most probably Augustus ; but the 
characters within the oval, where we hope to find his name, contain only 
a titie. The temple was built under the Ptolemies, in honour of the god 
Thoth, or Hermes. The place was soon deserted by the Bomans, as too 
far south for them to hold ; and the Greek inscriptions found there are 
not so much of residents, as of travellers who came so far to look at the 
buildings, in the second century of our era. 

Here we are still within the Dodecaschcsnos, the district over which the 
early Boman emperors claimed control. Our next photograph will take 
us beyond that district. 

S. S. 
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This min is a few miles south of Dakkeh, and on the same side of the 
river. It consists of two rows of colnmns, and one wall, — ^the end walls 
and colnnins having only recently taJlen ; but the wall which stood behind 
the columns on the right hand had many years ago been thrown down, 
apparently by an earthquake, every stone lying in its position on the groxmd. 
No part of this hypsBthral building was ever finished, the capitals only 
blocked out. From an examination of the ruins, it appears that it consisted 
of six columns at the sides, and four at the ends. 

Near to this ruin, but more to the right, were other ruins ; and on 
a waU of good masoniy.to the right, was engraved a group of Mb and 
Horns, sitting under the sacred fig-tree, — ^resembling the early pictures of 
the Madonna and Child, there being a degree of perspective attained in the 
drawing of the figure which was never sought or attained by the more 
ancient Egyptian artists. 

J.B. 



Note. — Maharraka is the Hierasycaminon of the Greeks, so named 
from the sacred tree of the place. The Greek inscriptions are to Isis with 
ten thousand names, and the sxm, Serapis, written by soldiers stationed 
there in the time of the Antonines. 

This is the most southerly place on the banks of the Nile in which 
we find any Ghreek inscriptions cut by either Ghreek or Boman soldiers 
stationed there. Neither Ptolemy nor Emperor attempted to hold the 
country beyond Hierasycaminon. 
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Hierasycaminon is seventy mileSy or twelve schoeniy beyond Syene; 
and hence this portion of Nubia, which the Bomans thought it worth while 
to hold, was called the Dodecaschodnos. They held it till the reign of 
Gommodus. After that time its &te is unknown, till, in the reign of 
Diocletian, one hundred years later, it is formally given up to the Nubians, 
by the withdrawal of the Boman troops to Elephantine. 

S. S. 
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SHie SCmpIji of JKahaniala — ^iii Wuis, 

Ahoteeb view of tlie same roin, lookiDg more directly eastward actoaa the 
Nile. Both these pictarea serve to illustrate the 
oonstmction, which is lieie shown Id a, wood- 
ont (see fig. 57). Half the architrave stone is 
oocnpied by the cornice stone, the other by the 
roof stones, the other end of which rest on the 
wall. The comer oolamn had to sapport the 
ends of three architraye atones, as may be easily 
oonoeived, and it wonld thereby be a weak point 
in the ooustroction, which was sometimes obvi- 
ated by placing an extra column, as in an ancient Ffg. S7. 
example at Medinet-Haboa. 

J. B. 
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Wady Sebouah, or the Valley of the Lion, bo called by the natiTes on 
account of the avenue of lion sphinxes^ which extends from the edge of the 
Desert to the front of the temple. Sebouah is a barren and sandy district, 
the mountains on both sides of the valley approaching the river, and on the 
west side, the sand much advanced beyond its ancient boundary, having 
buried the temple to a considerable height. 

The ruins are very extensive, consisting in the first place of the avenue 
of sphinxes, of a propylon with its pyramidal towers entire, and of a large 
court behind, whose lateral porticos are supported by Osiride figures. To 
tliis succeed the several chambers, which had been converted into a Christian 
place of worship, since which time the sand of the Desert has so much 
increased as to have closed up the entrance. The larger chamber contained 
the figures of St. Peter and Paul, perfectly intact and fresh, as if painted 
only recently on the plaster by which the heathen sculpture had been 
covered. 

In the view before us, we have the two Itfst sphinxes on the right of 
the avenue terminated by a figure of Bameses, as we are informed by the 
legend engraved on the back of the figure, which can be distinctly read in 
the photograph. 

J. B. 



Note. — ^We are here beyond the Dodecaschcenos, or portion of the 
valley from Syene to Hierasycaminon, measuring twelve schceni, or about 
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seventy-two miles, which was the only portion of Nubia that the Roman 
emperors ever undertook to goYem. On the £bl11 of the Ptolemies, Sebouah, 
and all the towns to the south of it, were left to their own management, either 
to find a govemment for themselves, or to fall into a state of barbarism. 

S. S. 
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Witvj at WnA^ S^thmk 



View of the same, looking north across the avenue of sphinxes. Here we 
have the two figures of Barneses n., in the prescribed attitude of walking, 
the left leg adyanoed. No figure in the round has yet been discovered in 
a walking position, with the right leg before the left. The proportions of 
these figures are those generally observed by the Nubian sculptors of 
this age. 

At the termination of the avenue, the direction of the wind is pointed 
out by the condition of the sand about the figures ; so constant and accurate 
are the laws by which the phenomena of nature are governed. 

J.B. 
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A MORE general view of the Wady Seboaah, taken from the rocks at the 
back of the temple, the eye of the observer being on a level with the top of 
the pyramidal towers of the pylon. Nothing is to be desired respecting the 
distant mountains of the eastern Desert, or the gradation of tints : all that is 
wanted to complete the picture, and make this one of the most beantifal 
photographs in the collection, would be a group of Arabs in the foreground. 
The Arabic language again appears in this district of Nubia, in all its 
purity ; and its clear guttural masculine sounds strike the ear that has been 
used to the monotonous African dialects of Nubia, as peculiarly energetic. 

J.B. 



Note. — Our travellers have very naturally given their first attention to 
the great works of art in Egypt and Nubia, which were all made by Pagans ; 
but it is to be wished that they would not wholly overlook those which 
were made by the Christians. The Christian works are all in a bad style 
of art, made by poor and oppressed people, and very little worth the artist's 
notice ; but an account of them would contribute something to the history 
of civilization, or perhaps we must say to the history of the decline of 
civilization, in these parts. An examination of the Christian alterations 
made in this temple at Sebouah, might teach us when Christianity rose, and 
again when it fell in this part of Nubia, beyond the dominion of the 
Bomans. 

S. 8. 
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^h small |ioi:K ^tmifii at %hn S^imM. 

Entbakce to the smaller temple of Abon Simbel. This temple, like the last, 
is situated on the western bank of the Nile, and about seventy-five miles south 
of it. It is wholly hollowed out of the rock. On each side of the door are 
three niches, containing two erect colossal statues of Bameses 11., accom- 
panied by his sons, and one erect colossal statue of the queen, accompanied 
by her daughters. The king wears the crowns of Upper and Lower Egypt 
on the north side of the door, and that of Upper Egypt alone on the south 
side of the door. In the two end niches he wears the cap of Osiris. Both 
the statues of the queen wear the head-dress of the goddess Athor. All 
these statues are cut out of the face of the rock, and are very superior in 
their proportions to the generality of those executed in Nubia. The 
entrance is not adorned with the usual curvetto moulding, but immediately 
over the lintel is a row of guardian serpents. The lintel is adorned with 
a representation of the king, offering to Athor on the right, and Amun 
on the left. The door-jambs are decorated with a single line of hiero- 
glyphics, in which the prssnomen of Bameses 11. is conspicuous. There is 
also an inscription on the sur£Etce of the rock, between each figure and 
above the niches. The entire depth of the excavation is about ninety feet. 
The roof of the first chamber is supported by six piers, adorned with the 
head of Athor ; behind this a chamber, giving access to one central and 
two lateral chapels; the central having the fore-part of a cow projecting 
from the waU, as we see Athor represented in the Papyri and funeral 
tablets, as if coming out of the mountains of the western side of the Nile. 
The sculptures on the walls are all religious, and of the most elegant type. 

J. B. 
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dfobaaal Sm^ "4 ^^^ <0tt^<^« at th small ^mifie 

at %hon ^imhL 

The figare of the queen of Barneses IE. and her two daughters. Notwith- 
standing the necessity of turning up the camera to obtain this view, 
there- being so little space between the figure and the precipitous rock, 
at whose base flows the riyer, we have the elegant and vigorous forms 
of the figure belonging to this age well delineated. The lower part of the 
figare is of course larger than ^t would be if it had not been necessary to 
turn up the camera, and make the horizon in the sky. 

J. B. 



Note. — To this colossal figure of the Egyptian queen has been given 
the head of a cow, in order to represent her in the character of the goddess 
Athor. She wears the tight, transparent dress of the Egyptian ladies. 
The line of hieroglyphics, at her right-hand side, is the same as that on 
the left-hand side of the king in the last picture. The two pictures there 
join one another. 

We now find no rock-hewn temples in Egypt, but we must suppose 
that the cave was the original form of the temple there, because it was to 
Egypt that both Ethiopia and Sinai were indebted for their art; and 
placed as Egypt is, between the rock-hewn temples of Abou Simbel in Nubia, 
and Sarabet el Cadem in Sinai, we "cannot but believe that the models for 
both those temples were to be found there. Indeed, the cave tombs of 
Benihassan may, very likely, have been made originally for temples. Other 
cave temples may have been destroyed by the more vigorous working of the 

C C 193 



I 

\ LXXIX.— COLOSSAL FIGUBE OF THE QUEEN AT ABOU SIMBEL. 

I 

stone quarries, because every rock-hewn temple was assuredly made exactly 
in that spot where it was convenient to cut out more stone ; and, as the 
progress of civilization is always the chief cause of the destruction of 
antiquities, so probably the opening the vast quarries for building the 
great temples of Upper Egypt may have destroyed any cave temples before 
hollowed out of the hill. The first opening of a quarry would form a 
cave temple, and the &rther working of the quarry would destroy it. 

S. 8. 
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Tms extraordinary work of engineering and the sculptor's art is situated 
on the west hank of the Nile, next door to the last described temple, and 
about 650 miles from the coast of the Mediterranean. It was first discoyered 
by Burckhardt, about forty years ago, on his return from Berber. At that 
time all the figures were buried in the moving sand of the Libyan desert to 
their chins ; and as he was travelling in the guise of a Mahommedan, any 
very particular examination of the place would have subjected him to the 
suspicion of being a Frank. On his arrival in Cairo, he informed Mr. Salt, 
the British Consul, of his discovery ; and a plan was devised for sending 
Mr. Belzoni, who was acquainted with the language and prejudices of the 
people, to make researches on the spot. After a second journey and many 
delays and difficulties, Mr. Belzoni succeeded in removing the sand suffi- 
ciently to creep in at the top of the door ; and great was his surprise to find 
a large chamber, 65 feet long by 48 wide, the ceiling of which was supported 
by eight colossal figures, the walls covered with religious and historical 
pictures, all the colours in perfect preservation. To this chamber succeeded 
another, 87 feet wide by 24 feet deep, whose ceiling was supported by four 
piers ; and to this succeeded another of the same width, but only 9 feet deep, 
which gave entrance to three small chambers, the centre one about 12 feet wide 
by about 20 feet deep. In the middle of this chamber was an altar standing in 
front of four sitting statues ; viz. Pthah, Amun-ra, the King, and Horns. 

The other two chambers were less in size, but in the one to the right 
was a much defaced, unfinished sitting statue. Four small doors in the great 
chamber led to eight narrow chambers with a high ledge or table and square 
niches. The first Europeans, who went into this underground temple, the 
discovery and description of which appeared to them more like one of the 
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stories in the Arabian Nights than a realiiy, were Belzoni, Lord and* Lady 
Behnore, and Capt. Beechey. Subsequently Mr. Bobert Hay, of Linplrun, 
uncovered the two southernmost statues to their bases, measured and drew 
the whole temple, and made a cast of the northernmost head, which is still 
white with the stain of the plaster, although done more than thirty years 
ago. About the year 1886, this cast and several others, now in the mummy 
room, were presented by that gentleman to the nation. A model, full size, 
of two of these figures, has since been made in the Crystal Palace. 

The whole height of the fagade is about 95 and its width 110 feet. 

Above the curvetto is a row of monkeys more than six feet high, in the 
attitude of adoring the sun. Below the curvetto and torus is the dedication, 
by Bameses 11., of the temple to Amun-ra, and the other gods of the 
temple, in large incavo hieroglyphics. The four colossal figures of 
Bameses 11. are sitting at the gate or entrance, the place where, it will be 
seen by reference to the plan of temples already passed, the statues of the 
kings are always placed, in obedience to an ancient custom, firom which 
the metaphor in Genesis xxii. 17 is derived. 

These colossi, as we shall see, have three other statues attached to 
them, like those in the plain of Thebes and the colossus of the Memnonium, 
the mother and wife at the side of the throne, the son between the feet of 
the father : this also embodying an ancient custom, from which the metaphor, 
used in the same book (xlix. 10), denoting succession or descent, is derived. 
Again, to complete this metaphorical sculpture, the block on which these 
colossi place their feet is adorned with the figures of the different peoples 
or races, enemies of Egypt ; likewise, in obedience to an ancient custom firom 
which is derived the metaphor so often used in the sacred writings to denote 
conquest and entire subjection. 

J. B. 



Note. — The valley of the Nile in Nubia is so narrow, and the strip of 
land which can be cultivated so small, that a very scanty population is all 
that could ever have lived there, without the help of foreign trade and home 
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manu&ctnres. And both of these advantages were possessed by Nubia in 
the time of the great kings of the name of Amonothph, Thothmosis, and 
Bameses. While the Nubian gold mines were worked successfcilly by these 
kings of Egypt, these Nubian towns enjoyed the advantages of a highly paid 
carrying trade ; and labour was attracted to Abou Simbel more particularly, 
to forward the boats or their burdens over the second cataract, which is a 
few miles higher up the river. The home manufacture of Abou Simbel and 
the other towns of Nubia was in their sandstone quarries ; and while Syene, 
Philae, and Elephantine were populous and wealthy, the quarry-men of 
Nubia enjoyed a prosperous trade. Nor were the workmen in the quany a 
very low and unskilled class. They included the sculptors who made the 
statues and carved the small tablets, and the scribes who drew the 
hieroglyphics for the sculptors to cut. There can be no doubt that these 
large temples which we have been admiring, hollowed out of the rock at 
Abou Simbel, were the quarries out of which the building stone was cut for 
the neighbourhood of Phil®, and for many statues and tablets for sale in 
Egypt. Such skilled workmen would naturally show their skill in their 
own town, and as they were officers of the crown, they made these colossal 
statnes of the king at the entrance, and made the pillars, which support the 
roof, in the form of statues of the same king. The priests of the freight or 
of the quarry, whom we have spoken of when describing Eardassy — ^for such 
was the rank of the chief of the workmen, and such the sacerdotal form of 
government — made the quarry into a temple dedicated to the great god 
Amnn-ra. And in this way only we are able to explain how these large 
and highly ornamented and costly temples are to be seen in a spot which 
now will hardly maintain the poverty of a handful of scattered villagers. 

S. S. 
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(BniTMtt to ih (ilrfat |iai(K ^mifit at %hu S^Mtl 

Neaseb yiew of the two central colossi, or those next the entrance. The 
colossus to the left fell in consequence of some movement in the substratum 
of the mountain out of which it is sculptured, whether by earthquake or 
other geological phenomenon of ancient date, before the Parthenon of Phidias 
was built. SatisfiEictory evidence of this statement is to be gathered from 
the present condition of the temple, which we shall endeavour to describe, 
with other curious particulars, in the course of examining the beautiful 
series before us. 

The countenance of the colossus to the right is second in beauty of 
expression to the southernmost. They all look down, with a majestic 
calmness, on the mighty stream that flows at their feet ; but there is a 
benignity of expression, particularly in the profile view of the southern 
countenance, that excels all other Egyptian works, and is scarcely surpassed 
in Grecian art. In this photograph the figure of the hawk-headed divinity 
Ba, with the disk of the sun on his head, is of excellent sculpture. On his 
right is the fox-headed staff, and under his left hand was the figure of Temai, 
the goddess of Truth and Justice. Towards the square niche containing 
these elements of the royal name the king (on both sides, for the sake of 
uniformity,) offers a little image of the goddess of Truth. It is curious to 
observe the pentimento, as the Italians call that artistic change of mind 
which a second line discloses. The upper groove or outline of the king's 
head-dress was the line adopted by the ancient sculptor who had filled up 
the lower one with plaster, now Mien out, disclosing his change of mind. 
Nor should it be forgotten to remark the royal title, so legible on the 
shoulder of the colossus, because it is always on the shoulders of Egyptian 
statues of kings that the name and title are engraved, the shoulder being the 
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place on which a man carries the greatest weight with most security and 
ease ; and hence the place on which the king wears the badge of honour, 
the sign of authority and goyemment, and from which the metaphor, in 
reference to the Messiah, in Isaiah, ix. 6, is derived. The figure of the 
Arab sitting on the sand that covers the lap of the colossus affords some 
idea of its dimensions. Lower down is the top of the entrance, and nearer 
is another figure of a Nubian leaning against the colossus, on the left hand 
of the entrance, on whose leg is engraved the most ancient piece of Greek 
writing known, recording the visit of certain Greek soldiers in the pay of 
Psammetichus, who had been sent in pursuit of the rebellious troops of the 
garrison of Elephantine. The revolt of the garrison is mentioned by 
Herodotus, and thus this curious inscription confirms his account of the 
rebellion and flight of the garrison ; and at the same time goes &r to 
corroborate the statement already made, that the upper part of this statue 
had already fedlen before the inscription was engraved, because it is written 
obliquely over the calf of the leg, showing that the sand had already 
covered the fedlen fragments of the colossus, B.C. 650, about which time it 
was engraved ; that is, about 150 years before the Parthenon of Phidias was 
built. Other curious circumstantial evidences will be pointed out as they 
appear. J. B. 



Note. — The Greek inscription on the shin of the great statue is as 
follows : — 

" When King Psammetichus came to Elephantine, those who were 
with Psammetichus, the son of Theocles, wrote this. They sailed and they 
came beyond Eerkis where the river ceases ; namely, a foreigner named 
Dechepotasimpto, and an Egyptian named Amasis. Damearchon, the son 
of Amoibichus, and Pelephus, the son of Oulamus, wrote it." 

If this march into Nubia took place in the reign of Psammetichus I. 
in the year B.o« 658-614, it is one of the earliest Greek inscriptions 

known. 

S. S. 
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View of the most sonthem of the colossi of Abou SimbeL Part of the 
dedication, in large hieroglyphics, in which the name of Barneses occurs, 
is perfectly distinct. Admirably defined is the little figure of the Nubian 
sailor, whom prudence forbids to advance fiEuilier on the dangerous surfi&ce 
of the colossal knee, to exhibit the contrast it forms with his own. The 
head of the statue of the son of Barneses II. just appears between the 
legs of the colossus, and the upper part of the statue of his mother. 
Still more to the left of this picture, is the moulding on the top of a 
tablet. 

J. B. 



Note. — These colossal statues are not altogether made according to 
the same proportions as the statues of Egypt. The Theban artists, and 
those who worked in the quarries of Syene, divided the sitting statue into 
fifteen parts. Of these they gave to the height of the seat, or under part 
of the thigh, five measures from the ground. ' The point of the knee was at 
the sixth measure ; the top of the hip at the seventh ; the bottom of the 
neck at the twelfth ; and the top of the head at the fifteenth. But the 
Nubian artist has made his figure stouter and more clumsy. Thus if we 
give, as before, five measures to the seat, or under part of the thigh, 
we find the whole is only fourteen measures and a half high. And 
instead of three measures being given to the head and neck, the chin 
is brought down to the shoulder, and three measures are given to the head 
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alone. It followa the same faulty role of makiiig the length, from the back 
of the bod; to the front of the knee, equal to the length from the groiind 
to the top of the knee ; thna making the thigh too short. We find Uie 
same cliunsj proportions given to most of the statues in Ethiopia. 
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^^diirn (Jipr^ tm the (B^^xt $ot^ W^mifi^ at ^bou 

View of the colosans on the right of the entrance, and the head of the 
most northern, of which we have a cast on the staircase of the British 
Museum. A fissnre, going obliquely from the back of the shoulder to mid- 
way between the elbow and wrist of the right arm of this statue, we are 
certain took place before the end of the reign of the successor of the great 
Barneses, for the blocks of stone built up from the seat to the elbow, to 
support the threatened limb, bear the name Bameses m. The dip or in- 
clination of this fissure is the same as tliat of the fractured sur&ce of the 
Mien colossus, and likewise the same as a fissure which crosses the 
farthest colossal statue, on the left side of the great hall, between which 
and its companion, to save it, has been built a wall, adorned with a tablet, 
bearing the date of the king, whose name appears in the hieroglyphics ; 
so that certain it is, ruin threatened the celebrated shrine at that time ; if, 
indeed, the avalanche of the colossus on the left of the entrance was not the 
consequence of the same geological phenomenon which produced the 
rent. We will terminate this already long account, by a few words on the 
historical pictures on the walls of the great hall. The whole of the wall 
to the right is occupied by an incised picture, representing the same 
battle and camp scene as that engraved on the outside of the towers of 
the gate of Luxor (see Plate 28), and on the inside of the towers of the 
gate of the Memnonium, as likevrise on the wall of the portico of the second 
court of the last-named edifice. 

This picture is published in the great work of Bosellini, as well as all 
the other historical pictures of this chamber, and to that work we shall 
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refer oar readers who desire to examine the interesting matter in question 
to which we are about to allude. The left-hand wall is divided into an 
upper and lower compartment : the upper, set apart for religious subjects ; 
the lower, occupied by several pictures representing the king going out 
to war, attended by his body-guard and a lion, as recorded by Herodotus. 
Then the attack and subjugation of a light-complexioned race, inhabiting 
a mountainous country ; then the picture to which we are about to refer, 




Fig. 68. 

and, lastly, the return of the king to Egypt, bringing with him groups of 
prisoners, highly interesting in an ethnological point of view, as specimens 
of the various nations and peoples which he had subjugated belonging to 
Asia and Africa, and possibly also to the continent of Europe, brought 
to grace his triumph. All these various nations again appear in two alle- 
gorical pictures, one on each side the entrance, representing the king about 
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to cut off the beoda of all hia enemiea, in the preseace of the great diTimtr 
of EgTpt, who stretches forth hia hand in aid. The place of this allegorical 
picture ia always the gate ; and the whole design is, as it were, ao embodi- 
ment of the highly figaiatire language of the Psalms, particiilarl; 
Psalm xviii- 40. (See Pig. 68.) 

The picture to which we now beg yoor attention is represented by 
the little wood-cat in the margin. This spirited compoaition, of which 
the figures are as large as life, and a few years ago perfect in oolonr and 
details, is among the othen, no less perfect, on the left-hand wall of the 
great chamber of this extraordinary excavation. The same composition, 
somewhat smaller, is Bcniptnred, in bold Egyptian mcaro riliero, on the 
north wall of the temple of "Kam^tlr • and there this deed of valonr is 
attribated to Oimenepthah I., whose tomb was discovered by Belzoni, 
and whose sarcophagna is in the Soane Mnseom. Here, however, it is 
attribnted to his son, Bamesea U. The people with whom the king is 
contending are of gigantic stature, as we gather from representations of them 
in other places, and because in no other instance are the enemiea of the 
king so nearly equal to himself in dimensions. They are of light com- 
plexion, bine eyes, and wearing a remarkable lock of hair, fitshioned beard, 
and tatooed skin. We learn &om Le- 
viticus xix. 27, and xxi. 5, that the 
Israelites were forbidden to adopt cer- 
tain fashions, common to the people 
among whom they were to come into 
. contact on the borders of Canaan, 
exactly answering to those we see. 
The ancient Egyptian artist has re- 
corded these, as they were observed by 
the particular race with whom the 
king, in this instance, is fighting (see 
fig. 59) ; and we have selected, from pjg. eg. 

the large work of Rosellini, the figure 

of a man of the same race, before whom are certain hiereglyphics, which 
being interpreted signi:^ the name of the tribe to which these men belong 
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(for there are fbnr of them), namely, TsDemeho. (See Fig. 60.) Now, 

by conTertiDg the N is this word into an L, which change is perfectiy 

admissible, both being liqoids, we shall haTe 

a dose resemblance to the word T&lmai, 

the name of one of the three descendants of 

Anak, mentioned in Nombers xiii. 22, JoBhiia 

XT. 14, Jndges i. 10, as head of one of the 

tribes inhabiting the Deighboorhood of Hebron 

. among vhom the spies sent out by Moses 

f"" appeared in their own sight as graashoppera. 

And now when we join to this cnrioas evidence 

of the hieroglyphics the peculiar fashion of 

their beards and hair, the tatooing, or printed 

marks on the skin of their arms and legs, 

and their gigantic stature, as represented in 

J' i this particolar Egyptian picture, and in the 

^ tombs of the kings &om which the illustration 

from Rosellim is taken (see fig. 60), we shall 

have little difficulty io beliering that we have 

Fig. 60. in this picture a representation of men of the 

tribe of Talmai, the descendant of Anab, and 

with whom the Egyptians seem to have been in constant warfare. 

J. B. 
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Thb stream is here contracted between high rock; banks, and farther 
interrapted in its course by two bold rocks, on which, in the modem 
engineering science, there would be little difficulty in constructing a bridge. 
The Nile pours furiously between these narrow channels, and there is a 
considerable &11 on the north side. 

This impediment in the stream, marking a natural boundary line, has 
been artificially extended on both banks, as the fragments of thick, crude 
brick walls indicate, in very ancient times. A small ancient temple 
occupies the highest point of rock on both banks, of which we shall have 
occasion to speak. 

J. B. 
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Ik this view, taken from the east bank, the orade brick remains connected 
with the temples can be traced on the other side of the rlTer. Doctor 
Lepsius discovered inscriptions on the substructions of the temple on this 
banky as well as on the scattered rocks on both banks in the neighbourhood 
of the temples. Many of these inscriptions were records of the highest 
risings of the Nile, during a series of years ; and the greatest number of 
these records were made by the Pharaoh whom the Greeks call McbHs, and 
who made the labyrinth and the lake called after his name in the Faioum. 
Dr. Lepsius found, on comparing, the highest rise of the Nile indicated 
by these ancient records to be about twenty feet higher than the usual 
highest of the present time ^ and it is a curious remark of the doctor's, that 
these records were chiefly made by the same monarch in whose reign 
was accomplished that engineering contrivance in the Faioum fbr the 
irrigation of that province and those north of it in the Delta. The site 
of this fiuuous artificial lake was unknown to all the Egyptian students, 
till a few years ago it was demonstrated and delineated by Monsieur Linant, 
and was, for the first time, laid down in a map of ancient Egypt, published 
imder the auspices of the Syro-Egyptian Society of London. 

J. B. 



Note. — The prosperity of Samneh, and the neighbouring towns in 
Nubia, is explained by their neighbourhood to the Nubian gold-mines. 
Among the sculptures in Thebes is a procession of the subjects of King 
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ThothmosiB m., bringing their seyeral tribntes; and the people of 
Nubia and Ethiopia bring vessels of gold wronght into the form of rings. 
This Nnbian gold made the great wealth of the great kings of Egypt, and, 




Fig. 61. 

of course, the towns of Nubia shared largely in it. Thothmosis IH. was 
one of the builders at this spot, and we add a figure of his head, from a 
statue in the British Museum (see fig. 61). 

S. S. 
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In this view of the temple of Samneh we have some conspicuous fragments 
of the strong crude brick wall of the fortifications. The walls of the temple 
are covered with beautiful sculptures of Thothmosis III., dedicating the 
temple to Osirtesen in., to whom the limits, in this direction, of the 
Egyptian empire is to be attributed, and which he defended by massive 
walls from the incursions of the southern Ethiopians. The village consists 
of a few huts, the walls of mud, and the roof of the stalks of Indian com 
and a gigantic millet. The natives cross the stream below the cataract, 
and in the smooth water above, on a bundle of these stalks, resembling 
but inferior to the ancient boat made of the papyrus. 

It should have been mentioned that this anciently important pro- 
duction of the Nile is now nowhere to be found in Egypt. When it 
ceased to grow is not exactly known, but there is a curious prophetic 
sentence relating to its disappearance in Isaiah xix. 7. 

It is said to grow in some marshy ground on the coast of Syria near 
Jaffa, and it certainly flourishes on the banks of a small stream near 
Syracuse. J. B. 



Note. — ^Many of the hieroglyphical inscriptions from this temple 
have been published from drawings made by Sir G. Wilkinson. They are 
fjEur more rudely cut than the hieroglyphics in Thebes. They dedicate the 
temple to Thoth, the god of Ethiopia, the righteous ruler of the city of 
Oshmoonayn in Egypt. In the sculptures we see the god putting life into 
the mouth of the king, Thothmosis III., who is called the priest of 
Osirtesen ILL, and beloved by the god Enef, lord of Ethiopia. 

S. S. 

211 



I 



I 



PLATE LXXXTIL 



^ar 0t£m of ih Wm]fi\ at jSaimuft* 

Is this view we have a Bpecimen of those andent oolanmB from which 
the Greek Doric shaft waa derived. They are only met with in the more 
aodent Egyptian boildinga, and in the rock-cnt tombs of Benihassan. 
The present specimen has more &cets very slightly carved than those 
of BenihaBsan, nor has it the fEicets corresponding vith the fbnr sides of 
the sqnaro abacns, Sat and adorned with hieroglyphic. On the architrave 
stone, the hieroglyphics are of Hie ancient style, and on the square pier 
can be read the prsenomen of Thothmosis m. The addition to the left is 
boilt of stone much inferior in size to the more ancient part. 



Fig. 68- 

A wood-cut of this kind of column is given &om one in the ancient 
temple behind that of Tirhakah at Medinet-Habon, where it is osed to 
obviate a weakness in the construction allnded to in the temple of 
Maharraka (see fig 62). 

J. B. 
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In the foreground of this yiew of the temple of Samneh are some of the 
masses of stone used in the snbstmction of the temple and the fortifications 
that were attached to it. The temple has been subjected to various 
alterations and dilapidations^ which makes it difficult to describe. Under 
the roof to the right, which is supported by three square piers, was buried, 
and nearly covered by the surrounding fragments of stone and sand, a 
tablet that we possess in the British Museum, the gift of the present Duke 
of Northumberland. 

J. B. 



Note. — ^This slab in the British Museum contains an account of the 
booty, ships and prisoners, taken by Amunothph m. in one of his wars, 
which was most likely against the tribes who dwelt to the south of 
Tombos. 

S. S. 
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This is one of the most remarkable of those rocky islands which obstruct 
the free passage of the stream a little above Samneh. It stands in the 
middle of the river, which at this part is of considerable width, and it 
is entirely bnilt over with casUe-like stmctores of crude ^rick, now in ruins 
and entirely deserted. 

Whether these remains are Christian or of more ancient times, there 
has been no traveller to tell us. I ^ passed it myself many years ago, 
hurried down by the stream in a crazy Nubian boat, which carried one of 
those magnificent lions presented to the nation ^y the present Duke of 
Northumberland, and it was then impossible to land. The whole of this 
inhospitable, picturesque country between Wady HalfiA and the plains of 
Dongola would repay some frugal, vigorous, young, and enterprising 
traveller to examine. 

There are towns and ruined castles in well-chosen situations on both 
sides of the Nile, formerly the residences of Meleks or chiefs of Arab tribes, 
who held a precarious, despotic sway over a very limited population and 
territory on this or that bank of the Nile, down to the time of the conquest 
of the country by Mohanmied Ali, the &ther of the present ruler of Egypt. 
These buildings, like the ancient structures, have sloping walls, but 
many of them, as those on this island, have a solid architectural character, 
which induces a belief that some at least are ancient, or built on ancient foun- 
dations. The name of this island, Abd e' Sour, which means *' slave of 
the castle," or '' slave of Tyre'* — ^probably so called from its natural and 
artificial strength resembling in that respect the celebrated city of that 
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name. The word Abd, in connection with Tyre, would be, in the Oriental 
acceptation, in the sense of resemblance to Tyre, inferior, bat inheriting 
its qualities, as the slave resembles his master or inherits his property. 

J. B. 



Note. — The tree in this view is one of the acacia tribe, which gives 
to the countiy timber of very little worth and veiy scanty shade. Its 
foliage is so slight, as seen in our photograph, that it explains the proverb 
of the Arabs, that ''Friendship in the desert is as weak and wavering as the 
shade of the acacia-tree.** 

S. S. 
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The Bahr-bella-ma, or, the sea without water, as the Arabs call the desert, 
necessitates the Marknb-el-bnrr, or, the ship of the desert ; and accordingly 
the encampment in this inhospitable spot of the sandy, rocky district of 
Ethiopia is properly furnished. There is no domestic animal about which 
such strange stories are told as the camel, even in well-accredited books 
of natnral history. Some tell ns that as soon as possible after his birth he 
is cruelly tortured to make him lie down in the position in which we see 
him in this picture ; some tell us he is so vindictiye in his nature, that if 
his master offend him, the only chance of a reconciliation between them is 
to make up a bundle of his master's clothes, and allow him to trample it 
under foot ; others say he can go foriy days without food or water ; and it 
is reported by the Arabs, when the French were in Egypt, some o£Scers, 
who had hired camels to take their baggage across the frontier, drove tent- 
pegs into their humps, on which to hang their accoutrements, and were 
astonished beyond measure to hear that it would be necessary to provide 
food for them. Whether there is not a little mixture of hyperbole in this 
account by an Arab chief, by way of enhancing his own superior knowledge 
of the habits and capability of endurance of the camel, we will not 
determine, but certain it is our popular acquaintance with the animal is 
very slender. There is not a European who does not think its neck out of 
all proportion, its gait awkward, its legs thin, its entire figure ugly. 
Herodotus thought it had an extra joint in its hind legs, and everybody 
supposes the callosities on its elbows and knees to be the consequence of the 
cruel treatment it has been subject to during its youth; and it is regarded as 
a semi-ferocious animal. Yet, on the contrary, there is no domestic animal 
more gentle or more frugal, which goes through so much &tigue, carries 
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80 great a weight with so much patience and perseverance, and at so little 
cost to his master, as does the camel. Rightly has he been named Gomel, the 
reqoiter : and truly, if there still eidst any one of those names which Adam 
gave to the animals as they were marshalled before him, it is the word by 
which this ancient companion and fellow-labourer is still known from Morocco 
to India, and from India to the mountains of Ararat. 

J. B. 
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Tms picture is very descriptive of the whole of the rocky and sandy region 
which extends from Wady Hal& to the island of Saye. It is only here and 
there, in the more fiELvoured spots above the narrow passages of a cataract, 
and protected by rocks from the invasion of sand from the desert, that the 
Nile has time to deposit its fertilising soil over sufficient space to grow 
millet and com enough for the scanty population of this wild and picturesque 
district. All the cataracts are less impassable during the inundation, and 
the smaller boats of the country do sometimes come as low as Sanmeh. 
These boats, as well as the larger, are made of planks of acacia-wood, two 
and three feet long, one foot wide, and three inches thick, put together 
like a stone wall. They have no ribs, but these planks are nailed together, 
and bits of rag dipped in grease are thrust between the seams, inside and 
out, for they have no pitch. These vessels have usually one large square 
sail. In the foreground is a dwarf species of the acacia ; out of the wood 
of the taller kind these boats are made. It is the same tree which pro- 
duces the gum-arabic and that sweet-scented, small, round yellow flower 
known as a hot-house plant. The wood is excessively hard and heavy. 
It is probably the same wood of which the ark was made. 

In the distance are the mountains of Eolbe. 

In passing the cataract of Daal, a boat, which contieiined one of the 
lions now in the British Museum, came in contact with a rock and lost 
its rudder. 

J.B. 
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At Kolbe there is a considerable extent of coltivatable land, in which cotton 
and millet are grown with great success. In the foreground we have a 
simple apparatus for weaving ; and in this district of Nubia it is frequently 
met with in the fields, under the shade of the palm or a few mats like 
the present. A thick, strong piece of stuff, made of excellent cotton, 
twenty-five feet long, and two feet wide, was a few years ago the conmion 
currency of the country. A certain number of these were given for a 
sheep, a cow, or a camel. One piece cut in two, and sewn together, made 
the outer garment, which the natives alone know how to cast about their 
bodies, with a Phidian grace, like the philosophers in the Panathenaic 
friezes ; or this piece of cloth is made up into a tunic, with ample sleeves, 
occasionally retained by a string passing over the shoulder, like the Pare® 
of the pediment. A wider piece sometimes is worn by the women, acacia 
thorns serving as fibulsB, precisely like the bronze statues at Naples, or 
the Iris of the Parthenon, with or without a second piece serving as veil, 
or wrapper cast over the former dress, like in the Greek statues ; for as yet 
neither stockings nor stays, crinolines nor gloves, are known beyond the 
latitude of Cairo. 

J. B. 
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In the distance we see a number of small islands, which make the navigation 
of the riyer very dangerous, particularly when the river is low. In places 
where they are yet more crowded they form the cataracts. In the fore- 
ground the rounded form of the rocks, with the evident marks of the 
action of water upon them, tells us that we are in the sandstone forma- 
tion ; while the sharp points of the hills beyond as clearly show that they 
belong to the granite which bursts through the sandstone in a variety of 
places, and forms the cataracts. We are here in a range of country about 
one hundred miles long, between Wady Hal& and the Island of Saye, in 
which the granite and sandstone alternate too frequently for us to distinguish 
and count the cataracts accurately. It may be best considered as the 
long granite district of the second cataract. 

A hasty glance at the geology of the valley will not be uninteresting. — 
(1st.) The Delta, below Cairo, is alluvial soil. (2nd.) At the pyramids on 
one side, and the Mocattam hills on the other, begin the two ranges of lime- 
stone between which the Nile flows. (8rd.) At Silsilis, as we go up the 
river, the rocks on both sides change to sandstone, and the valley becomes 
narrower. (4th.) At Syene we meet with a granite range which forms the 
first cataract. (5th.) We then travel over the sandstone again, passing by 
the quarries, till we come to the granite which forms the second cataract a 
little above Abou Simbel. (6th.) This district of one hundred miles in 
length, of alternately sandstone and granite, forms a number of small cataracts 
too numerous to distinguish. (7th.) At the Island of Saye we come to 
another sandstone district, in which is the town of Soleb. (8th.) At Tombos 
we come to another mass of granite which forms the third cataract. 
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(9th.) We then, in the be&d of the river, have a long district of sandstonei 
which ends soon i&fter passing Napata, once the capital city of Ethiopia. 
(10th.) Then we come to the granite of the fourth cataract. (11th.) Then 
we hare another sandstone diMrict of eighty miles ; and at Abon Hammed 
(12th) we come to the granite of the fifth cataract. 

Here we leave our geological sketch, as we have for some time passed 
the limits of Mr. Frith's interesting photographic jonmey. 

S. S. 
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AiCABA is the name of a village on the eastern bank of the NUe, near to 
which is a small rain consisting of six colnmns, without capitals, and some 
firagments of others, but no walls. The scolptore on these columns is in 
a style that may be termed Ethiopian, like that of Meroe. 

The £Eit figures of the king and queen, who are making the ofierings to 
Amxm, and Athor, and other divinities of Egypt, are on the shaded side of 
the colunms, and therefore not seen. The sculptures, particularly the 
hieroglyphics, have never been finished. In the lower compartment of the 
column are figures of Nilus, carrying two water vessels, out of which issue 
two streams. The bases of these columns are square. These ruins belong 
to an Ethiopian dynasty that erected some considerable buildings in Meroe, 
and affected the Egyptian style of architecture with an admixture of 
Boman. The queen on these buildings of Meroe appears as the principal 
personage, as she does in the small temples attached to the pyramids of 
Napata. The hieroglyphics are badly formed and illegible. 

May the queen whom we see on these monuments have been the 
mistress of the eunuch whom Philip baptized, and hence the establishment 
of Christianity in Ethiopia, of which we have seen so many indications in the 
ancient temples ? 

J.B. 
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There is considerable coltiTation and nomerons date-trees along the 
borders of the river. The ruin is situated on the edge of the desert, which 
is here formed of low conglomerate rocks, and little or no sand. 

J.B. 
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Sayb is a large island just above the stony region that begins at Wady 
HaUieiy and terminates here. There are the remains of a temple of 
Thothmosis HI. and Amonothph 11., which most likely fnmished the 
materials for this Christian bnilding. There is still a considerable 
population on the island, and granite, fashioned into columns, indicates 
a prosperity that does not exist in any class of the community at the 
present time. Some years ago there were four bronze cannons lying on 
the beach of the west coast of this island, said to have been brought there 
by the Mamelukes. In the distance is a remarkable mountain, called 
Gebel Abeer. 

J. B. 



Note. — As it is highly improbable that heavy stones were ever carried 
tax up the river against the stream, we conclude that in every case they 
were brought from the quarries next above the spot where we now find 
them. Hence we may suppose that these columns were cut into shape 
in the large granite quarries which Lepsius found at Kerman, near the 
island of Tombos, at the third cataract. In the same quarries were 
probably made the two fine lions which were presented to the British 
Museum by Lord Prudhoe, now the Duke of Northumberland. 

S. S. 
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SoLEB is situated on the west bank of the Nile, about 700 miles in a 
straight line from the Mediterranean. This magnificent ruin is some 
little distance from the river, and stands on elevated ground. It is 
approached between two rows of ram-headed sphinxes, with the bodies 
of lions, like those in sandstone of the dromos of Luxor ; but these are 
of granite, now almost entirely perished. Then a magnificent pylon, whioh 
was formerly flanked by the usual truncated pyramids; then a court 
surrounded by columns of the ancient order, formed of eight papyrus- 
buds, bound together like those of Luxor, and of equally elegant propor- 
tions. To this court succeeded a second of inferior dimensions, but also 
surrounded by a portico, and to this a chamber, probably a hall of columns. 
Here, on the bases of six columns, are the names of conquered provinces, 
represented by the upper part of a man, surmounting a dentated or 
turreted oval, in which are the hieroglyphics representing the sound of 
the word constituting the name of the province or city. These names 
have all been published by Dr. Lepsius in the great work of the Prussian 
Mission. 

This temple was erected by Amunothph m., about 1250 B.C., and 
dedicated to Amun-ra, the chief divinity of Thebes. 

The triangularity of the stalk of the papyrus is well defined by the 
shadow on both the nearer and more distant columns ; in short, it may be 
said every leading characteristic of the natural plant is produced in the 
stone imitation, consistent with its application to the supports of the 
architrave and roof-stones ; and there exists between the capital and shaft 
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a common- BSD 86 analogy, which, it must be confieBsed, does not obtain 
between the capital and shaft of the Corinthian order. Fig. 63 is shown as 
a column formed of a clast«r of stalks of the papyros. 

J. B. 
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In this view is a column with a capital, representing a palm, by no means 
Qsnal in the temples of the age of the Pharaohs, although very common 
in those of the Ptolemaic and Boman periods. It is by no means 
improbable that many of the varieties of capitals we admire in the more 
recent temples of Greek and Boman times were copied from more ancient 
examples, which had been nearly destroyed at the time of the Babylonian 
and Persian invasions, and entirely disappeared since. 

This has been the fate of the beautiful portico of Ashmoonayn, which 
was composed of a variety of columns, of which we have no specimen now 
left. This temple of Soleb probably at one time served as a Christian 
place of worship ; but now it is the habitation of wolves and foxes. 

J. B. 
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^« H^iABEB^view^if the co^umnij and door-jamb of the first court. The five 
bands ^^ab. th^ I^ud - of ^e papyras, the strips, bound together likewise 
gy ^^ b^tfds, that pass under the five hmds »t the neck of the capital, and 
I^gtin between each stalk, are clearly defined in this view ; but the 
rjpes/g^presenting the leajres, envelope the bud at its base, and those 
nvelope the base of the stalk cannot be discovered in any of the 
mns/because t]|^#y are much dejbced both by time and accident, and 
ejKise by the constant beating of the coarse sand by the violent and almost 
Anstanf^n&s. # 

We i^fK, however, given a woodcut of the elegant specimen in granite 
- we possess in our national collection of a column of this order, l^d of the 
^Isame age as tjiose of Soldb.. 

* ' "^ J. B. 




Note. — l^es^ beautiful columns, of the time of Amunothph m., of 
the coarse sandstone of the neighbourhood, tell us by their workmanship 
that the country was at tnat time quietly ruled over by the kings of Thebes, 
under whose rul^ the whole valley below the third cataract was most rich 
and prosperous. Such a temple could only have been raised at a time when 
the laws were quietl;||^beyed and the machinery of government working 
with full regularity. Vie Egyptian^way in his reign reached to«the third 
cataract, where the granite quarries were worked for the statues in the 
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temples above the qnarries at the first cataract. Barneses 11., the most 
powerfal of the Egyptian kings, stretched his arms yet fiEuiher south, and 
built at Napata, near the fourth cataract. But that is beyond the limit of 
our views. The buildings beyond Spleb are in worse taste, and are less 
interesting) and are not often visited by travellers. * « 
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^0kB^, loohlnif )|r0m th(^ Jnniir d^oitrt tQWu^a ih^ (Sate. 

Tms photograph is a masterpiece of effect. In magziificent chiaro scuroy 
and picturesque confusion are some' masses of stone, among which is the 
base of one of those colxmuiB on which were sculptured the ovals, already 
described, containing, in prcAiounceable hieroglyphics, the names of conquered 
provinces or cities: ^ The block here spoken- of is that of cylindrical shape, 
immediately under the thr^ columns to the right. On it may be distinctly 
seen an oval surmounted by the upper part of the figure of an Asiatic, with 
his arms tied behind him,* and his &ce turned towards the spectator. 

The qpxt block produces' a long shadow, nK)dified in its form by the 
uAulations of Ihe sand pv€r which *it is dust ; and quite in the left-h|nd 
comer of the picture are thr^e blocks piled up on each other, exhibiting a 
variety of surfSsMse and fracture, perfectly descriptive of the nature and quality 
of the fine white gritstone of which a great part of this temple is built. 

From this ruin it has been conjectured that those two fine lions, the 

ornament of 4he Egyptian saloon of the Kitish Museum, were' taken by an 

Ethiopian prinbe to adorn ^e principal temple at Napata, now called Oebel 

Berkel, whence the present Duke of Northumberland caused them to be 

^^fcanmortetf fo this country..*' . ^ 

I * • J. B. 



^' 



»• 



Note. — The reader will have seen, in the foregoing plates, and a^ in 
the wood-cuts, that the oval in which the king's name is written has a foot 
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C.-^SOL£B, LOOKING FR^k THE lI^NER COURT TOWARDS THE GATE. 

or &t ground on which it maf be said to stand. It is the side view of 
a signet ring standing on tiiaiengraved sorfiace, and having the writing 

placed in the hollow through which th/ finger shonld pass. Bat the oval 

• 

in this photography on wl^hds written the nanf6 of the conquered coontrvy 
has no such stand or foot. It is a shield hdld- in the hand of a prisoner, who 
' figaratiTely represento hit nation. 

S. S. 
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THE END. 
if 
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